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A Hffe how thueflrt W fth c*ni»«*t ^^-i 

How l«V«it ft «l«itoK*inff;J'*»ll«>w>liM«iiMlt ik#i^'(<MMlP 

Lisp / lisp ! his name, ye childven yet unborn \ 

And with like dfredi. ^ou/ ojv:^grj;at pAnm 4U(yiqf- • ' 
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The Author has treated, ^lis g^reat laibject with admirable, 
•* stt<5ces8 iti a neW way. He turns all the actions of Washing- - 
ton, to the encoitragement of virtue, by a careful application of 

founder of our republic fwwti^ hl«» c ai€i»i tlife/ 

i/. X0tf» Majot-Generaly Amy U* S, 
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AgTOR, LENOX ^ 

^ J\ 90^ - 

^.^,^ BE rr BEMEBIBIKRED, Tha on tiM tw«Bt74ba«lk 
x«cM<c»x ^y ^ September, in Uie foKr-ninth jrew* of the Indepee- 
£g. ^ , X denee of the UnitedSutei oT Amenee, A. B. 189i. H. C. 
f^'^^y Cewy kl. Lea, of the nid distrwt, haire depoiited in tMt 
yy9»«^y offiee the title of n book, the right whereof they ebiai m 
proprSeton, in the words GDHowing, to wit : 

*« The life of George Waihhigton, wUh eiuioiu aneedotei, eqMWy 
honoondtle to himielf, end exeropUiy to his young eoontrfmen. 

A life how nsefiiA to his eoontry led ! 
How loved ! while Uving^-how reTiared ! now dead ! 
lisp! lisp! hisaame, ye children yet onbom! 
And with like deeds yoor own great names adorn ! 



rwfa^4ey«%th ^(io»-gr«4ly Jmproved-Jiy 

^ formerly ffsfibiyr .of 1tfoai9^<\frnoi{]^sh.'' 



If. U Weems, 



In eeaftmnRx €» tlOB>li:of*tii^ Cqngress of the United States, en- 
liiled, ^An,ajt9Sbr0W&*^jeoidM»mentof leMwng^ by seenring the 
aopiesof Maj^ CKHMl^anVBoeks, to the anthers and proprietors of 
SUM! eopies mA^ the tka es^er eio mentionod z** and also to the aet, 
entitled, ^AVM^IgititoBciHaiy to an aet entiUed, < An aet for 
the eneoahEfecAuftilt oAeanihii^ 4iy«e«iiring the eopies of Maps, Charts, 
and Sonks, to the authors and proprietors of soeh eopies daring the 
limes therein mentioned,' and extending the beneiits thereot to the 
sruof designini^ engravings and etehing hialorical ajd other prima.* 

D.CALDWEm 

N. B. The above Gopy-Hight has been purshased by Joseph 
AUen, and is regukriy tMsferred to him. 



IBtti'IIIFBi. 



WASHINGTON. 



CHAPTER L 

OH ! as.aloMg the stream of time thy name 
Expanded fies^ and^af^tr^s all %ti Jhr(ie ;* I ' •" 
JUat/. then these Imejsi^ futurc/ia^^, dTrtend!, 
Afv^prove thy cauHTKX^A^ocfi Shine m^y end! 

*' AH^gentkmen ,/^*— -exciair^eclTSoiiVpsirte — ^*twas 
, jttftt. aahe was about to ^mbayk'for'^t^yp? — some 
young AmericaDS hap peniagWrToblon^k^d' anxious 
to see the mighty Corsican^ had obtained the honour 
of. au^ iDtroduction to him. Scarcely were past the 
cuatomary a»lotationSf when he eagerly askecT, ^ ho%¥ 
fare».t0mr countryman^ the great Washington ?" " He 
was very welV replied the youths, brightening at the 
thought, that they werethe countrymen of Washing- 
ton ; " he was. very well, general, when we left Am«- 
i-icak"— " Ah^genUemenP^ rejoined he, " Washington 
eon never be otherwise than welL-^^The measure t^f 
his fame is fulU^^Posterity will talM-qf him with re- 
veteme as the founder of a great empire^ when my 
name shall be lostin the vortex of devolution s J^ . 

Wbo<, then, that has a sparh of virtuous curiosity, 

bwl iBU«t't wish to know the history of him. whose 

name could thus awaken the sigh ev«n of Bonaparte f 

But is not his history already known ? ^ave not a 

A 2 
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thousand orators spread his fame abroad, bright as 
his own Potomac, when he reflects the m<»iiiog smi, 
and flames like a sea of liquid gold, the wonder and 
delight of all the neighbouring shores I Yes, thef 
have indeed spread his fame abroad«.«.his fame as 
Generalissimo of the armies, and first President of 
the councils of his nation. But this is not A^^his 
fame«««.True, he has been seen in greatness ; but it is 
only the greatness of public character, which is no 
evidence of true greatness ; for a public character is 
often an artificial one. At the head of an army or 
nation, where gold and glory are at stake, and where 
a man feels hioiself the burning focus oi unnum- 
bered eyes ; he must be a paltry fellow, indeed, who 
does not play his part pretty handsomely.«..even the 
common passions of pride, avarice, or ambition, will 
put hitp/jq>^to ))i| mettle, and call forth his best and 
braveitt Uf^^g^V ^tll^^'tP^Ss^^eat and blaze of pub* 
lie srtil^tibn**and iuei6^meC)it''b& withdrawn ; let him 
be thrust blftlf intatte skiode of private life ; and you 
shall see how:soDb«I^e *^ forced plant robbed of its 
hot-bed,\h%;nrilJLdro|>ys fzJse foliage and fruit, and 
stand foiih'*Fpafc.8^&3f ?& iative stickweed sterility 
and Avorthlessness. — -Tfiefe was Benedict Arnold- 
while strutting a brigadier genekai; on the pub- 
lic stage, he could play you the^r^a^ man^ on a hand- 
some scale he out-marched Hannibal, and out- 
fought Burgoyne he chased the British like cur- 
lews, or cooped them up like chickens ! and yet in 
the private walks of life^ m Philadelphia, he could 
swindle rum from the commissar}''s stores, and, with 

the aid of loose women, retail it by the gill ! ! 

And there was the great duke of Marlborough too 
—his public character, a thunderbolt in war! Bri- 
tain's boast, and the terror of the French ! But his 
private character, what ? Why a swindler to whom 
Arnold^s self could hold a candle ; a perfect nonde- 
scrfpt of baseness ; a shaver of farthings from the 
poor sixpenny pay of his own brave soldiers U 
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It Is not, then, in tht glare of pubRcy but in the 
•hade of private Itfe^ that we are to look for the 
man. * Private life is always real life. Behind the 
cnrtain, where the eyes of the million are not upon 
him, and where a ikian can have no motive but incli* 
natiouj no incitement but honest ^nature^ there he 
will always be sure to act himself: consequently, if 
he act greatly, he must h* prreat indeed. Jtlence it 
has been justly said, that, «* our tfrivate deeda^ if nO" 
ile^ are'noblest of our av^s.'* 

Or these private deeds of Washington very little 
has been said. In most of the elegant orations pro«* 
nounced to his praise, you see nothing of Washmg- 
ton below the cfowf/j— nothing of Washington the 
dutiful ^on— the affectionate brother — ^the cheerful 
8chool-b< y — ^the diligent surveyor— the neat drafts- 
man*-the laborious farmer — ^the widow's husband — 
the orphan's father — the poor man's friend. No ! 
this is not the Washington you see j 'tis only Wash- 
ington, the HERO, and the Demigod— Washington 
the Sim beam in council, or the storm in war* 

^ And in all the ensigns of character amidst which 
he is generally drawn, you see none that represent 
him what he really was, '* the Jupiter Conservatory'* 
the friend and benefactor of men. Where's his bright 
plpughshare that he loved— or his wheat-crowned 
fields, waving in yellow ridges before the wanton 
breeze — or his hills whitened over with flocks— or 
his clover covered pastures spread with innuinerous 
lierds — or his neat -clad servants with songs rolling 
the heavy harvest befBre them? Such were the scenes 
oipeace^ plenty^ and happiness yiu which Washington 
delighted. But his eulogists have denied him thesey 
the only scenes which belong to njan the great ; 
and have trick'd him up in the vile drapery of man 
the little. See ! there he stands ! with the port of 
Mars " the destroyer^^ Mrk frowning over the fields 
of war— ;-the lightning of Potter's blade is by his side . 
—the deep-mouthed cannon is before him, disgorg* 
fttg its nesh-mangling balls— his war-horse pante 
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wltH impatience to bear him, a apeedy tHunderboIt< 
against the p^le and bleeding ranks of Britain J— 
Tnese are the drawings usually given of Wasbrngr 
ton ; drawings masterly no doubt, and perhaps justly 
descriptive of him in some scenes of his life. But 
scenes they were, which I am sure his soul ablorrtc^ 
and in which, at any rate, you see notbing.ot his pri* 
wite virtues* These old fashioned commodities are 
gfenerally thrown into the back ground of the pic* 
ture ; and treated, as the grandees at the London and 
I%iris routs, treat their good old aunts and grandvio^ 
ihersj huddling them together into the bad rooms^ 
there to wheeze and cough by themselves, aud not 
depress the fine laudanum-raised spirits of the young 
sparklers. Andyet it was to those old fashioned vtr^ 
tues that our hero owed every thing. Fr r they in 
fact were the food of the great aotions of him, whom 
men call Washington. It was they that enabled him^ 
first to triumph over himself; then over the British ; 
and uniformly to set such bright examples oi human 
Perfectibility and true greatness^ that,compared there- 
with, the history of his capturing Cornwallis and 
Tarleton, with their buccaneering legions, sounds al* 
most as small as the story of General Putnam's 
catching his wolf and her lamb-killing whelps. 

Since then it is the private virtues that lay the 
foundation of all human excellence — ^since it was 
these that exalted Washington to be " Columbians 
first and greatest Son^ be it our first care to present 
these, in all their lustre, before the admiring eyes 
Of our children^ To them his private character is 
every thing ; his public, hardly any thing. For how 
glorious soever it may have been in Washington to 
have undertaken «the emancipation of his country ; 
to have stemmed the long tide of adversity ; to have 
baffiied every effort of a wealthy and warlike nation*;, 
to have obtained for his countrynieil the comgletest 
victory, and for himself the most unbounded ppwor ; 
aad* their to have returned that power^ aGcompaoi«4 
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wich a]l the weight of his own great character «iid 
advice to establish a government that should immor* 
talize the blessings of liberty— however glorious, I 
say, all this may have been to himselfyor instructiv« 
to future generals and presidents^ yet does it but 
RttU concern our children. For who among us can 
hope that his son shall ever be called, like Washing* 
ton, to direct the storm of war, or to ravish the cars 
of deeply listening Senates I To be co{istantiy placing 
him then, before our children, in this high charae* 
ter, what is it but like springing in the clouds agold^ 
en Pheenix, which no mortal calibre can ever hope 
to reach \ Or like setting pictures of the IV(ammoth 
before the mfc^ whom **notall the manna of Heavep^ 
can ever raise to equality ? Oh no ! give us his ^i- 
vate virtues I In these^ every youth is interested, be- 
cause in these every youth may become a Washing- 
ton^-a Washington in piety and patriotism,— In in- 
dustry and honour— and consequently a Washington* 
in what alone deserves the name, selv esteem and 

VNIVERSAL RESPECT. 



CHAPTER II. 

BIRTH AND EDUCATJDN. 

** Children like tender osiers take the bow ; 

^^ Andas thet/Jlrst are fornCd^ forever grow^ 

TO this day numbers of good Christians can 
bardly find faith to believe that Washington was^ 
bona fide, <i Virginian! " What! a buckskin! say 
tiiey with a smile. *^ George IVashington a bttckskini 
fkshaw ! impossible ! he rvaso^rtoinfy an Europeans 
So great a man could never Mve been born in Am^h 
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Sofredta man c^dld never have been born in Anvc^ 
tica /—Why that's tfre v^y prince of reasons why 
heshmild have hetm barn here ! Nature, we know^ 
is fond of harmonies; and pariaparitfus^ that xs^great 
things to greats is the rule she delights to work by. 
Where, for example, do we lool for the ruhale^ ".^^*: 
Mggcst born of nature ?" not, I trow, in a mill-pondi 
but in the main oceam ** There, t(o the i^reat ships :*^ 
and there are the spoutings of whales amidst their 
boiKng foam* 

By the same rule, where shall we look for Wash- 
ington, the greatest among men, but in America^— 
that greatest Continent, which, rising froni beneath 
the frozen pole, stretches far and wide to the south, 
running almost " the whole length of this vast ter- 
rene^^ and sustaining on her ample sides the roaring 
shock of half the watery globe ? And equalto its size 
18 the furniture of this vast continent, where the Al- 
mighty has reared his cloud-capt mountains, and 
spread hi^ sea-like lakes, and poured his mighty ri-, 
vers, and hurled down his thundering cataracts in a 
style of the sublime^ so far superior to any thing of 
the kind in the other continents, that we may fairly 
conclude that great men and great deeds are de- 
signed for America* 

This seems to be the verdict of honest analogy'; 
and accordingly we find America the honoured cra- 
dle of Washington, who was born on Pope's creek 
in Westmoreland county, ^Virginia, the £2d.of Feb- 
ruary, ir32. His father, whose name was Augustin 
Washington, was also a V^irginian : but his grand- 
father (John) was an Engiishman, who came over 
and settled in Virginia in 1657* 

Hm father, fully persuaded that a marriage ol 
virtuous lo<^e comes nearest to angelic lift, early 
stepped up to the attar with gfowitjg cheeks and joy 
SparkHng eyes, tvhtle by his sidtf with sbftwarn* 
haiid^ sweetly ti^mbfihg^ln his,,stood the angel-fbrm. 
<rf tfce knrely Mfes D^dridgfe. 



mr. Washington msm ^i?p»r;HtA iy d^h kof^ thk 
Wcc*aitBi wowHu^, wW left bim aod uro ^hildnfii K) 
ihnidat iaer «ariy fate, . . 

Fully persiwd^^lijl, ^fc^t "i^ i# n©^ ^ok?^ for 
mmf^ be Qhmr hp.rcnew*-4, /or the second time, 
uu: chaste dfli^hts pi maiiriinoBiai love. His cos- 
tor* w^sMUs Mary Ball, a young lady oiiorXMX^, 
and dcscewdK^ ,lrom onp of ,thrt: best ^milies io Vir- 

. iFaaw .bis i>temiar.riage with this charming girl^ 
it would appear that opr hiuro's father must hav<f po»- 
»*:fifted cither a vtn-y pleasing p«:rson', or highly 
poli^ d w^^aonera, or ptrhaps buh; for^ fn>m wha| 
I can l)iar,B, hje 5va« at that time at Jcast40 years dkl! 
while ahe^ «n ih.e otiicr hand, was univArrsally toast- 
ed as the belle of the Noxlhcrn Neck, and in th« 
XwU Moons .awd ifresho^iss of iov^^nspiring sixteeiu 
This i have from one who Uills josu; ihat he has cu* 
ricd do w,i$ i^any ^ m% idi«ice ,with te,r j J mean ,tha| 
amiablf aiid pleasant old gt^^Uenian, John f ita&bugh^ 

, £s,q,.'af St^ferd who was, all .his Jifc^ .a acigbbpur 
»iid lBUi«aAe of Jtbe Washington faraily. By his £rat 

^ jvjL<:, Mr^ Washington /had two children, .bothiBOHi 
»-J^;kwrtRo? jai^d Augu/jtii?. By his^ecttpd wi!e,b(e 
hi*d.fiv< ohildBci^four sows and* daughtcr^-Oieorge, 
S^mufcil, John, Charges, jaod JEUz^abeth. TKos/e^i«#r 
delicate iolk, who are ready to faiiU at thought of # 
aecorid.43fiHrrJi^c„ might do w.eil to remember, that 
tht; greati^st m^Atk th «.t*ev.^. lived ♦was tb^ ^Q^ of thit 
f*iGf ) ud . OMut ri;;^t:;i 

HL>Ta:.tE Gcm,ge biid .s,carct?ly .awained h\% fifjtb 
^?ar, «<ben feis : father Jcft P»pc^^/crt:e:k;, AruL^ame 
M|» ^ a,p|[awt3Uw wihich.bi! hadinStaffai;d^.gppiosi4f 
|^^#;t4wGk«rbiiw;g. ipie hpufi^4nwbwi,hciiv*di»^ 
#liili ^^e stf^49* J[{tJifji£r i^sJAW an4 mode^tfronto^ik- 
lk:4 ,w*dt-W«r liw: Aari>»d w^w ^f K^ppahannoc)^ i^ 
ii4uchfir»4P'|JM&4ay},tU^iii^rs^ p«^qpl«: repair, ao4| 
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beavio mansion, excIaitA, ^Ber^sthe^houBt wktrt 
the great Washing^an wtu bom /** 
' But it is ali a mistake ; for he was boiti, as I said, 
at Pope's creek, in Westmoreland county, near the 
margin of his own roaring Potomac. 

The first place of education to Which Gci.i'ge was 
ever sent, was a litde " old field school^^ Vt^t by one 
of his father's tenants,named Hobby; an honest,p6or 
old man, who acted in the double character of sexton 
and schoolmaster. On his skill as a grave-digger, 
tradition is silent ; but for a teacher of youth, his 
qualifications were certainly of the humbler sort; ma- 
king what is generally called an A. B. C. schoolmas- 
ter. Such was the preceptor who first taught Wash- 
ington the knowledge of letters ! Hobby lived to se€ 
his young pupil in all his glory, and rejoiced ex* 
cecdingly. In his cups — for though a sexton^ he 
would sometimes drink, particularly on the Gene- 
ral's birth days — he used to boast that " ^twas he^ 
who^ between hi§ knees^ had laid the foundation oj 
George Washington's greatness.^' 

But though George was early sent to a school- 
master, yet he was not on that account neglected by 
his father. Deeply sensible of the loveliness and 
worth of which human nature is capable, through 
the virtues VLnd graces early implanted in the heart, 
he never for a moment, lost sight of jGeoTge in those 
all-important respects. 

To assist his son to overcome that selfish spirit, 
which too often leads children to fret and fight about 
trifles, was a notable care of Mr. Washington* For 
this purpose, of all the presents, such as cakes, fruity 
8cc. he received, he was always desired to give a li«> 
feiiral part to his play-mates. To enable him to do 
this with more alacrity, his father would remind him 
of the love which he would thereby gain, and jthe 
frequent presents which would in return be made C# 
Mm ; and also would tell of that greaf and good God, 
\» ho delights above a) things to see chiidreo love one 



LIFE OF WASHINGTON. 11 

tnother, and will assuredly reward them for acting 
so miable a part. 

Some idea of Mr. Washington's plan of education 

in iM -so- maybe collected from the following 

. aecdote, related to me twenty years ago by an aged 

ady, who wds a distant relative, and, when a girl, 

spent much of h. time in the family : 

" On a fine morning,'* said she, *'in the fall of 1 737, 
Mr. Washington having little George by t^lc h ind, 
came to the doorand asked my cousin Washmgton 
and myself to walk with him to the orchard,promi8ing 
he would show us a fine sight* On arriving at the 
orchard, we were presented with a fine sight indeed. 
The whole earth, as far as we could see, was strewed 
with fruit : and yet the trees were bending under the 
weight of apples, which hung in clusters like grapes, 
and vainly strove to hide their blushing cheeks behind 
the green leaves. Now, George, said his father, look 
here, my son ! don't you remember when this good 
cousin of yours brought you that fine large apple last 
spring, how hardly 1 could prevail on you to divide 
with your brothers and sisters; though I promised you 
that if you would but doit, God Almighty would give 
you plenty of apples this fall. Poor George could not 
say a word; but hanging down his head, looked quite 
confused, while with his little naked toes he scratched 
in the soft ground. Now look up, my son, continued 
his father, look up, George ! and see thfere how rich- 
ly the blessed God has made good my promise to you. 
Wherever yourturn your eyes, you see the trees load 
ed with fine fruit ; many of them indeed breaking 
down'; while the ground is covered v'ith mellow ap- 
ples, more than you could eat, my son, in all your 
life time.'^ 

George looked in silence on the wide wilderness 
of fruit. He marked the busy humming bees, and 
•heard the gay notes of birds; then lifting his eyes 
filled with shining moisture, to his father^ he softlj 
said, ** fVeli^ Pa^ only forgive w# this time / and sett ^ 
if / ever be so fttiugy any morem^ 

B 
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Some, when they look up to the oak, whose giant 
arms throw a darkning shade over distant acres, or 
whose single trunk lays the keel of a man of war, 
cannot bear to hear of the time when this mighqr 
plant was but an acorn, which a'pig could have de* 
molished. But others, who know their value, like to 
learn the soil and situation which best produces such 
noble trees. Thus, parents that are wise, will listen^ 
Well pleased, while I relate how moved the steps of 
the youthful Washington, whose single worth far 
outweighs all the o^ks of Basban and the red spicy 
cedars of Lebanon. Yes, they will listen delighted 
while I tell of their Washington in the days of his 
youth, when his little feet - were swift towards the 
Bests of birds ; or when, wearied in the chase of the 
butterfly, he laid him down on his grassy couch and 
slept, while minisiering spirits, with their roseate 
wingsy fanned his glowing cheeks„ and kissed his 
lips of innocence with that fervent love which makes 
the Heaven / 

Never did the wise Ulysses take more pains with 
his beloved Tcleniachus, than did Mr. Washington 
with George, to inspire him with an eaHy love oj^ 
truth. " Truth, George,'* said he " is the loveliest 
quality of youth. I would ride fifty miles, my son, 
to see the little boy whose heart is so honesty and his 
lips so pure, that we may depend on every word he 
says. O'how lovely does such a child appear in the 
eyes of every body ! his parents doat on him. His 
relations glory in him. They are constantly praising 
him to their children, whom they beg tb imitate him... 
They are often sending for him to visit them ; and, 
teceive^him, when he comea^ with as much joy as if 
he were a little angel, come to. set pretty examples 
Up their children., 

^ But, Oh ! how difiei;ent,GeoFge,,is the case with 
he boy w)io is so given to ly ing,^ that nobody can be- 
tfve a wor4 he says ! He is looked at with aversicMii 
wherever he goes, and parents dread to see him com^ 
%^ong; their qhil4ren.^ Oh^Geor^! nqiysq^! i;^ei|^ 
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than 8ee you come to t^is pass, dear as you are to my 
lieart, gladly would I assist to nail you up in yout 
little coffin, and follow you to your grave. Hard, 
indeed, would it be to me to give up my son, whose 
little feet are always so ready to run about with me, 
and whose fondly looking eyes, and sweet prattle 
make so large a part of my happiness. But still 1 
would give him up, rather than see him a common 
Tiar. 

** Pa,** said George very seriously, " do I ever tell 
lies ?** 

** No, George, I thani God you do not, my son ; 
and I rejoice in the hope you never will. At least, 
you shall never, from me, have cause to be guilty ol 
so shameful a thing. Many parents, indeed, even 
compel their children to this vile practice, by bar- 
barously beating them for every little fault : hencc^ 
on the next offence, the little terrified creature slips 
but a lie I just to escape the rod. But as to your- 
self George, you know I have always told you, and 
now tell you again, that, whenever by accident, you 
do any thing wrong, which must often be the case, 
as you are but a poor little boy yet, without expert' 
ence or knowledgCy you must never tell a falsehood to 
conceal it ; but come bravely up, my son, like a littk 
man J and tell me of it: and, instead of beating you, 
George, 1 will but the more honour and love you for 
it, my dear.** 

This, you'll say, was, sowing good seed !— Yes, if 
was : and the crop, thank God, was, as I believe, 
ever will be, where a man acts the true parent, that 
is, the Guardian Angela by his child. 

The following anecdote is a case in point. It is 
too valuable to be lost, and too true to be doubted; 
for it was communicated to me by the same exccl> 
lent lady to whom I am indebted for the last. 

** "When George,** said she, ** was about six years 
old, he was made the wealthy master of a hatchet ! of 
which, like most little boys, he wai immoderately 



f Jiid I Mid was constantly going about chopping everjr 
ihiog that came in his way. One day, in the garden^ 
where he often amused himself hacking his mo- 
ther's pea-sttcks, he unluckily tried the edge of his 
hatchet oh the body of a beautiful young English 
cherry-tree, which he barked so terribly, that 1 don*t 
believe the tree ever got the better of it. The next 
morning the old gentleman, finding out whath^idbe* 
fallen his tree, which, by the by, was a great fa vour- 
. ite, came ijito the house ; and with much warmth 
asked for the naschievous author, declaring at the 
same time, thaf he would not have taken five gui- 
neas for his tree. Kobody could tell him any thing 
about it. Presently George and his hatchet made 
their appearance. ** G^^rj^^,*' said his father, " do yon 
knbw who killed that beautiful little cherry tree yon- 
der in the garden ?" This was a tough question ; and 
George staggered under it for a moment ; but quick- 
ly recovered himself: and looking at his father, with 
the sweet face of youth brightened with the inex- 
pressible charm of all-conquering truth, he bravely 
cried out, " I can't tell a lie, Pa ; you know 1 can't 
tell a lie. I did cut it with my hatchet." — Run to 
my arms, you dearest bovi cried his father in trans- 
ports, run to my arms ; glad am I, George, that you 
killed my tree ; for you have paid me for it a thousand 
fold. Such an act of heroism in my son is more worth 
than a thousand trees, though blossomed with silver, 
and their fruits of purest gold." 

It was in this way by interesting at once both his 
heart and head^ that Mr. Washington conducted 
George with great ease and pleasure along the hap- 
py paths of virtue. But well knowing that his belov- 
ed charge, soon to be a man, would be left exposed 
to numberless temptations, both from himself and 
from others, his heart throbbed with the tenderest 
anxiety to make him acquainted with that great 
3EING, whom to know and love, is to possess the 
surest defence against vice, and the best of all mo- 
tives to virtue and happiness. To startle George fnto 
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a lively sense of his Maker, he fell upon the foU 
Io¥nng very curious/but impressive expedieht: 

One day he went into the garden, and prepared a 
little bed of finely pulverized earth, on which he 
wrote George's name at full, in large letters— then 
strewing in plenty of cabbage seed, he covered them 
up, and smoothed all over nicely with the roller.— 
rniis bed he purposely prepared close along side of 
a gooseberry walk, which happening at this time to 
be well hung with rroe fruit, he knew would be ho- 
noured with George's visits pretty regularly every 
day* Not many mornings had passed away before 
in came George, with eyes wild rolling, and his lit- 
tle cheeks ready to burst with great news* 

** O PAi come here ! come here !" 

" What's the matter, my son ? what's the matter?'* 

** O COME here, I tell you. Pa : come here ! and 
111 shew you such a sight as you never saw in all 
your life time." 

The old gentleman suspecting what George wordd 
oe at, gave him his hand, which he seized with great 
eagerness, and tugging him along through the gar- 
den, led him point blank to the bed whereon was 
inscribed, in large letters, and in all the freshness of 
newly sprung plants, the full name 0f 

GEORGE WASHINGTON. 

^ There, Pa ?" said Qeorge, quite in an ecstacj 
of astonishment, ^* d* d: you ever see such a sight in 
all your life time ?*• 

^ Why it seems like a curiousafiaire, shure enough 
George! 

^ Birr, ^ who did make it there ? who did maka 
it there ?^ 

^ It grew there by chanc^y I auppose, my scmi. 

^ By chance^ Pa ! O no ! no ! it neve, did upm 
there by cAmc^ P^ Indeed that it neve didr 

** High 1 why not, my son V* 

^ Wht^ Pisu £d yoe eter see any bodjr^s name la a 
tet bedbefftf 
39 
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^ Wbll^ but Oeorge, such a thing might hsppeOy 
though you never aaw it before. 

*^ Tes, Pa; but I did never see the little plants 
grow up 6o as to make one single letter of my name 
before. Now, how could they grow up so as to make 
all the letters of my name ! and then standing one 
after another, to spell my name so exactly /—-and all 
so neat and even too, at top and bottom ! ! O Pa, you 
must not say chance did all *this« Indeed somebody 
did it; and I dare say now. Pa, you did it just to. 
scare mi?, because I am your litde boy.'* 

His father smiled ; and said, ** Well George, you 
have guessed right. I indeed did it ; but not to scare 
you, my son ; but to learn you a great thing :ivhich I 
wish you to understand. I want, my son, to intro- 
duce you to your true Father." 

''^ High, Pa, an't you my true father, that has 
loved me, and been so good to me always ?" 

** Yes, George, I am your father, as the world calk 
it : and I love you very dearly too. But yet with 
411 my love for you, George, 1 am but a poor good- 
for-nothing sort of a father in comparison of one you 
have.'' 

** Aye ! I know, well enough whom you mean. 
Pa. You mean God Almighty ; don't you ?" 

** Yes, my son, I mean him indeed. He is your 
true Father, George." 

♦* But, Pa, where is God Almighty ? I did never 
see him yet." 

** True my son ; but though you never saw him, 
yet he is always with you. You did not see me when 
ten days ago 1 made^this little plant bed, where you 
see your name in such iteautifiil green letters : but 
though you did not see me here, yet you know I waa 
here!!" 

" Yes, Pa, that I do. I know you was here." 

•* JWell then, and as ' my son could not believe 

that chance had made and put together so exact^ 

the letters of his name, (though only sixteen) thca 

i^ can he believe, that chance could have niade an4 
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^ fat together all those millioiis and miUiors of thmga 
that are now so exactly fitted to his good ! lliat my 
aon may look at every thing around him, see ! what 
fine eyes he has got ! and a little pug nose to smell 
she sweet flowejs ! and pretty ears to hear sweet 
Sounds ! and a lovely mouth for his bread and butter ! 

. and O, the little rvory teeth to cut it for him !^ and 
the dear liule tongue to prattle with his father ! and 
precious little hands and fingers to hold his play- 
things ! and beautiful little feet for him to run about 
upon ! and when my little rogue of a son is tired 
with running about, then the still night comes foi 
him to lie down : and his mother sings, and the little 
crickets chirp him to sleep ! and as soon as he has 
slept enough, and jumps up fresh and strong as a 
little buck, there the sweet golden light is ready for 
hkm \ When he looks down into the water, there he 

^ sees the beautiful silver fishes for him ! and up in the 

.fr^^« there are the apples, and peaches, and thousands 
of sweet fruits for him ! and a//, aii around him, 
wherever my dear boy looks, he sees everything just 
to his ivants and wishett ; — the bubbling springs with 
cool sweet water for him to drink ! and the wood to ^ 
make him sparkling fires when he is cold ! and beau- 
tiful horses for him to ride ! and strong oxen to work 
for him ! and the good cow to give him milk ! and. 
bees to make sweet hone for his sweeter mouth ! 
and the little lambs, with snowy wool, for beautiful 
clothes for him ! Now, these and all the ten thou* 
sand thousand other good things more than my son 
can ever think of, and all so exactly fitted to his use 
and delight— Now how could chance ever have done 
all this for my little son f Oh George !•— 

He would have gone on : but George, who had 
hung upon his father's words with looks and eyes of 
all-devouring attention, here broke out— 

*' Oh, Pa, that's enough ! that's enough ! It can't 
be chance, indeed«-it can't be chance, that made and . 
gave me all these things.'^ 
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•♦What was It then, do you think, my son?" 

** Indeed, Pa, I don't know, unless it was €tecl 
Almighty !" 

** Yes, George, he it was, my son, and nobody 
else.'' 

" Well, but Pa, (continued George) does God 
Almighty give me every thing ? Don't you give mc 
some things. Pa ?" 

" I GIVE you something indeed ! Oh hoW can I 
give you any thing, George ! I who have nothing on 
earth that I can call my own, no, not even the breath 
I draw !" 

"High, Pa! is'nt that great big house your 
house, and this garden, and the horses yonder, and 
oxen, and sheep, and trees, and every thing, is'nt all 
yours. Pa ?" 

" Oh no ! my son ! no ! why you make me shrink 
into nothing, George, when you talk of all these 
belonging to mcy who can't even make a grain of. 
sand ! Oh, how could I^ my son, have given life to 
thbse great oxen and horses, when I can't give life 
even to a fly ?— no ! for if the poorest fly were killed, 
it is not your father, George, nor all the men in the 
world, that could ever make him alive again V^ 

At this, George fell: into a profound silence, while 
his pensive looks showed that his youthful soul was 
labouring with some idea never felt before. Per- 
haps it was at that moment, that the good Spirit of 
Ctod ingrafted on his heart that germ of piety ^ which 
fitted his after fife with so many of the precious fruits 
af mor^lky. 
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CHAFFER IIL 

Oeorge*s father diet-^'his education continued by hii 
mother — his behaviour under schod-master Wil« 
liams* 

THUS pleasantly, on wings of down, passed 
away the few abort years of little George's and his 
father^s earthly acquaintance. Sweetly ruled by the 
sceptre of reason, George almost adored his father: 
ami thus sweetly obeytd with ali the cheerfulness of 
X.OVE, his father doated on Gcorge*.*.And though 
very different in their years, yet parental and filial 
love rendered them so mutusdly dear, that the old 
gendeman was often heard to regret, that the school 
took his little companion so much from him— while 
George, on the other hand,' would often quit his play- 
mates to run home and converse with his more be- 
loved father* 

But George was not long to enjoy the pleasure 
or the profit of such a companion ; for scarcely had 
he attained his tenth year, before his father was seiz- 
ed with the gout in his stomach, which carried him 
off in a few days* George was not at home when his 
father was taken ill. He was on a visit to some of his 
cousins in Chotank, about twenty miles off: and his 
father, unwilling to interrupt his pleasures, (for it 
was but seldom that he visited) would not at first al- 
low him to be sent for. But finding that he was go- 
ing \^ry fast, he begged that they would send for 
him in all haste. He often asked if he was come ; 
and said how happy he should be once more to ste 
his little son, and give him his blessing before he 
died. But alas ! he never enjoyed that last mourn- 
ful pleasure ; for George did not reach home until a 
few hours before his father's death : and then he^as 
speechless ! 'I'he moment he alighted, he ran into 
the chamber where he lay. But oh * what wherehts 



ibclings when he saw the sad change that had pass* 
ed upon him ! when he beheld those eyes, late so 
bright and fond, now reft of all their lustre, fidntly 
looking on him from their hollow sockets, and 
through swelling tears, in mute but melting laiH 
~ guage, bidding him a last, last farewell ! ■ 
Rushing with sobs and cries, he fell upon his father^s 
neck— —he kissed him a thousand and a thousand 
times, and bathed his clay-cold face with scalding 
tears. 

O happiest youth ! Happiest in that love, which 
thus, to its enamoured soul strained an aged, an ex^ 
piring sire. O ! worthiest to be the founder of a 
JUST and equal government lasting as thy own 
deathless name ! And O ! happiest old man ! thus 
luxuriously expiring in the arms of such a child! 
O ! well requited for teaching him that love <>? 
HIS GOD (the only fountain of every virtuous love) 
in return for which he gave thee (*twas all he had) 
himself — his fondest company-^his sweetest looks 
and prattle. He now gives thee his little feeble em- 
braces. With artless sighs and tears, faithful to thee 
still, his feet will follow thee to thy grave: and 
■ when thy beloved corse is let down to the stones of 
the pit, with streaming eyes he will rush to the 
brink, to take one more look, while his bursting 
heart will give thee its last trembling cry O my 
father ! my father ! 

But, though he had lost his best of friends, yet he 
never lost those divine sentiments which that friend 
had so carefully inculcated. On the contrary, inter* 
woven with the fibres of his heart, they seemed to 
♦* grow with his growth, and to strengthen with his 
strength." The memory of his father, often bathed 
with a tear-— the memory of his father, now sleeping 
in his grave, was felt to impose a more sacred ob» 
ligation to do whatever he knew would rejoice his 
departed shade. This was very happily displayed^ 
in every part of his deportment, from die moment 
of bis earliest intercourse with manktndf 
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Soon after the deadi <^ his fadier, hit mother Mnt 
him down to Westmoreland^ the place of hts natmty, 
where he lived with his hdf*brother Augustine, and 
Went to school to a Mr. Williams, an excellent teach* 
er in that neighbourhood. He carried with him his 
virtues, his zeal for unblemished character, his love of 
truth, and detestation of whatever was false and base. 
A gih chariot with richest robes and liveried servants, 
could not half so substantially have befriended him ; 
for in a very short time, so completely had his vir 
tues secured the love and confidence of the boys, his 
word was just as current among them as a law. A 
very aged gendeman, formerly a school mate of his, 
has often assured me, (while pleasing recollection 
brightened his furrowed cheeks,) that nothing was 
more common, when the boys were in high dispute 
about a question of fact, than for some little shaver 
among the mimic heroes, to call out, *' well boys ! 
George Washington was there ; George Washington 
was there. He knows all about it : and if he don't say 
it was so, then we will give it up." — ^''Done,'' said the 
"adverse party. Then away they would trot to hunt 
for George. Soon as his verdict was heard, the par- 
ty favoured would begin to crow, and then all handa 
would return to play again. ^ • r i t. 

About five years after the death of his father, he 
quitted school for ever, leaving the boys in tears for 
his departure : for he had ever lived among them, in 
the spirit of a brother. He was never guilty of so 
brutish a practice as that of fighting himself; nor 
would he, when able to prevent it, allow them to 
fight one another. If he could not disarm their sa- 
vage passions by his arguments, he would instandy 
Sto the master, and inform him of their barbaroua 
;entions. , ^, 

** The boys,** said the same good old gentlemaa, 
^ were often angry with George for this.''--But he 
ttsed to say, " angry or not angry, you shaU neven 
har^ have my consent to a practice so shockmg^ 
^^kipg eveij, m slaves 9ii4 dn^ ; th^tt h^w ^V»Vg 
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scandalous in little boys at school, who ought to li^k 
on one another as brothers. And what must be th« 
feelings of our tender parents, when, instead of see* 
ing us come home smiling and lovely, as the joy or 
THEIR HEARTS ! they sec us creeping in like young 
blackguards, with our heads bound up, black eyes^ 
and bloody clothes ! And what is all this for ? Why, 
that we may get praise ! ! But the truth is, a quarry- 
some boy was never sincerely praised ! Big boys, of 
the vulgar sort, indeed may praise himj but it is 
only as they would a silly game cock, that fights for 
their pastime : and the litde boys are sure to praise 
him, but it is only as they would a bull dog — to keep 
him from tearing them ! !" 

Some of his historians have said, and many be- 
lieve, that Washington was a Latin scholar ! But 'tis 
an error. He never learned a syllable of Latin. His 
second and last teacher, Mr* Williams, was indeed 
a capital hand — but not at Latin ; for of that he un«! 
derstood perhaps as little as Balaam's ass. But at 
reading, spelling, English grammar, arithmetic, sur- 
veying, book keeping, and geography, he was indeed* 
famous. And, in these useful arts, 'tis said he oftea 
boasted that he had made young George Washington 
as great a scholar as himself. 

Born to be a soldier, Washington early discover- 
ed symptoms of nature's intentions towards him.^ 
In his Uth year, while at school under old Mr. Hob- 
by, he used to divide his play-mates into two par- 
ties or armies. One of these, for distinction sake, 
was called French, the other Ameiican. A big boy 
at the school, named William Bustle, commanded 
he former ; George commanded the latter. And 
every day, at play-time, with corn-stalks for musketa, 
and calabashes for drums, the two armies would 
turn our, and march, and counter-march, and file off 
«r fight their mimic battles, with great fury. This 
was fine sport for George, whose passion for active 
exercise was so strong, that at play-time ho weather 
«QUld keep him within doqrs. Hh fair cQHsias^ wtui 



^Ocbi^ Wsfi ii^<iiMid o^ihtif tdtaipttiyf likfe ^tbef 
iM^sJImt soon IIB h« hlKl{totiiiil«ftldt, hmM ftfli eioi 
tdptst^.** But Mth«nitti]$ ^U^ tA ttuAIes And tops ht 
Gbtdd ftever teodoti^ Th^y did not nfford him etBt*^ 
dbi6 etM>tlgk« Hbd«ligfli«WMiiithfttoftheniimlfe<r 
flftirt, wlddif bj MringiBg the limbs aad swdtiog thtt 
iftttscks, pfoiftdte* the kindliest flow of Uood afid 
spirits. At Jumping irkh a long pole. Of heavfiig^ 
heavy weights, for lus years he hjardty had an eqosai. 
And as to nmnitsg, the awift-fooled Achilles coiOd 
96mtx:tlf have matched his speed* 

•* Egai> ! he ran wonderfiittf ,** said my amiabte 
and aged friend, John Fitzhugh, esq. who Icnew him 
weH. ** We had nobody hereabouts, that could coma 
near him. There was a young Langhom Dade, of 
Ifestmoretand, a confounded clean made, tight young 
Miow, and a mighty swift runner too. But then he was 
no match for George. Langy, indeed, did not like to 
give it w; and would brag that he had sometimes 
brought George to a tie. But I believe he was mista** 
ken : fori have seen them run together many a time t 
and George always beat hiih easy enough.'^ 

Col. JLewia Willis, his play-mate and kinsmtti| 
has been heard to say, that he has often seen him^ 
throw a atone across Rappahannock, at the lower 
ferry of Fredericksburg. It would be no easy mat* 
tet- to find a man, now a^days, who could do it. 

Indeed his father before him was a man of ex*, 
tracordinary strength. His gun, which to this day it 
caHed Washington's fowling-piece, and is now the pro- 
perty of Mr. Harry Pitzhugh, of Chotank, is of such 
enormous Weight, that not one man in fifty can fire it 
whliout a rest. And yet throughout that country ill 
18 said, that he made nothing of holding it off at arms 
length, and blazing away at the swans on Potomack ; 
of which he has been known to kill, rank and file 
seven or eight at a shot 
*^ Btnr to return to George. It appears that irom 
4ic start he was 8^ h^v of a,n uncommonly warm an4 
C 
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noble heart': insomuch that Lawrence, though hot 
kis half-brother, took such a liking to him, eyen 
above his own brother Augustine, tiiat he would al- 
ways have George with him when he could; and often 
pressed him to come and live with him. But, as if led 
by some secret impulse, George declined the offer, and 
as we have seen, went to work, in the back woods, as 
Lord Fairfax's surveyor ! However, when Lawrence 
was taken with the comsumption, and advised by his 
physicans to make a trip to Burmuda, Geoi^e could 
not resist any longer, but hastened down to his brother 
at Mount Vernon, and went with him to Burmuda* 
It was at Burmuda that George took the small-pox, 
which marked him rather agreeably than otherwise. 
Lawrence never recovered, but returned to Virginia, 
where he died just after his brother George had 
fought his hard battle against the French and In- 
dians, at Fort Necessity, as the reader will pre- 
sently learn. 

Lawrence did not live to see George after that; 
but he lived to hear of his fame ; for as the French 
and Indians were at that time a great public terror, 
the people could not help being very loud in^theif 
praise of a youth, who, with^o slender a force, had 
dared to meet them in their own country, andj^had 
given them such a check. 

And when Lawrence heard of his favourite young 
brother, that he had fought so gallantly for his coun- 
try, and that the whole land was fUled with his praise, 
he wept far joy. And such is the victory of love 
over nature, that though fast sinking under the fever 
and cough of a consumption in its extreme stage, he 
did not seem to mind it, but spent his last moments 
in fondly talking of his brother George, who, he 
said, " he had always believed, would one day or 
other be a great man 1'^ 

On opening his will, it was found that George had 

ost nothing l^ his dutiful and affectionate behaviour 

o his brother Lawrence. For having now no issue, 

(bis only chUd, a little daughter, lately dying) he lefft 
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ta George all his rich lands in Berkley, together with 
his great estate on Potomac, called Moukt Vernoh, 
in honour of old Admiral Vernon, by whom he had 
been treated with great politeness, while a volunteer 
with him at the ucibrtunate siege of Carthagena, in 



CHAPTER IV. 

Georgt leaves achoel-^s appointed a private survey er 
to Lord Fairfax^ of the Northern Neck — wishes to 
€nter on board of a British man of war — providen- 
tially prevented by his mother-^the first lightnings 
of his soul to war* 

HAPPILY for America, George Washington 
was not born with ^' a silver spoon in his mouthP 
The Rappahannock plantation left him by his father,' 
was only in r^^r^fo/}— and his mother was still in 
faer prime. Seeing then no chance of ever rising in 
the vrorld but by his own merit, on leaving school 
)ie went up to Fairfax to see his brother Lawrence ; 
with whom he found Mr. William Fairfax, one of 
the governor's council, who was come up on a visit 
to his sister, whom Lawrence had married. The 
counsellor presently took a great liking to George ; 
and hearing him express a wish to get employment 
as a soi:veycr, introduced him to his relative, lord 
Fairfax, the wealthy proprietor of all those lands ge- 
nerally called the Northern Neck^ lying between the 
Potomac and Rappahannock, and extending from 
Smith's Point on the Chesapeake, to the foot of the 
Ckreat Alleghany. At the instsmce of the counsellor. 
Lord Fair£»x readily engaged George as ^i survey- 



or ; and sent Ifitn Hip into the back-woods to woA.He 
tOBtinued in his lordship's service till his 20th ycatr, 
^osely pursuiiYg the laborious Kfe of a woods nan. 

pRO^r the manner in which Washington used to 
amuse his leisure hours during this period, one is 
almost inclined to think that he had a present! ment 
of the great labours that lay before him. While in 
Frederick, which at that time was ver>- large, con* 
taining the counties now called Berkley, Jefferson, 
and Shenandoah, he boarded in the house of the wi- 
dow Stevenson, generally pronounced Stinsan. This 
lady had seven sons*— William and Valentine Craw- 
ford, by her first husband; and 'John, and Hugh^ 
and Dick, and Jim, and Mark Stinson, by her last 
husband. These seven young men, in Herculean 
size and strength, were equal, perhaps, to any seven 
sons of any oiie mother in Christendom* This was 
a family exactly to George's mind, because promis- 
ing him an abundance of that manly exercise in 
which he delighted. In front of the house lay a fine 
extended green, with a square of several hundred 
yards. Here it was every evening, when his daily 
toils of surveying were ended, that George, like « 
• young Greek training for the Olympic games, used 
to turn out with his sturdy young companions, *' fo 
seef^ as they termed it, " which was the best maen^ 
at running, jumping, and wrestling. And soketm 
was their passion for these sports, and so great their 
ambition to excel each other, that they would often 
persist, especially on moon-shining nights, tilt beS^ 
lime* The Crawfords and Stinsons, though not tall- 
er than George, were much heavier men^ so that fit 
wrestlings and particularly at the close or /'. tBan hwg^^ 
he seldom gained much matter of triun pn. But in 
aU trials of agiRtu^ they stood no cha* ce with him ! 
From these Frederick county gymnastics or tsf 
erct»e«, there followed an effect which shews the vciy 
wide difference between narticipating in innocefU 
mnAgmhy pleasures. While companiofis in raking 
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aad gamblings heartily de^se and hate one another, 
and, when they meet in the streets, pass each other , 
with looks as cold and shy as sheep-thieving curs— - 
these virtuous young men, by spending their even- 
ings together, in innocent and manly exercises, con- 
tracted a friendship which lasted for life. When 
George, twenty-five years after this, was called to 
lead the American armies, he did not forget his old 
friends, the Stinsons and Crawfords ; but gave com- 
missions to all of them who chose to join his army ; 
which several of them did. William Crawford, the 
eldest of them, and as brave a man as ever should- 
ered a musket, was advanced as high as the rank of 
colonel, when he was burnt to death by the Indians 
at Sandusky. And equally cordial was the love of 
these young men towards George, of whom they 
always spoke as of a brother. Indeed^ Hugh Stin- 
8on, the second brother, who had a way of snapping 
his eyes when he talked of any thing that greatly 
pleased him, used to brighten up at the name of 
Washington; and would tell his friends, that ** he and 
bis brother John had ojien laid the conqueror of Eng- 
land on his back ;" but at the same time, would 
agree, that, ** iri running' andjumping they were no 
match for him.*' 

Sucfl was the way in which 'George spent his 
leisure lumrs in the service of Lord Fairfax. Little 
did the old gentlemain expect that he was educating 
a youth, who should one day dismember the British 
empire, and break his own heart— which truly came 
to pass. For on hearibg that Washington had cap* 
tured Comwallis and all his army,, he called out to 
his black waiter, «* Come^ Joe i carry me to my bed! 
for Tm sure 'tis high time for me to Se P' 

Then up rose Joe» all at the word 

And took his master's arm. 
And tb his bed he aoMy led. 

The lord of Green-way (arm. 

C f 
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There oft he callM on Britain^s name, 

^ And oft he wept ftill sore.'* — 
Then atgh'd— thy will, O Lord be done — 
** And word spake never more.** 

•> ^ 

It was in his 15th year, according to the best of 
way information, that Washington first felt the kind- 
luj^ of his soul for war. I'he cause was this — In 
those days the people of Virginia looked on Great 
Sriiain as the moiher cauniry ; and to go thither was, 
in common phrasef ** to go horned The name of OLO 
Ekglaud was music in their ears: and the bare men- 
tion of a blow meditated against her, never failed to 
rouse a something at the heart, which instantly flam- 
ed on the cheek, and flashed in the eye* Washington 
had his full share of these virtuous feelings : on hear- 
ing, therefore, that France and Spain were mustering 
a black cloud over his mother couktrt, his youth- 
fiil blood took fire; and he instantly tendered what 
aid hit little arm could afford, liie rank of mii- 
ahSpman was procured Ibr him on board a British 
ahii) of warf men lying in our waters ; and his trunk 
and clothes were actually sent on board* But when 
he came to take leave of his mother* she weptbitter- 
IjTii and told him, oAefebthat her heart would break 
{fhe kfi her* George* immediately got his trunk 
ashore ! as he could not» for a moment, bear the idea 
of inflicting a wound on that dear life which had so 
Iqi^ and so fondly sustained hie own. 

Wkers Geoi^e got bis great military talenta, if 
a question which none but uie happy believers in a 
fqrttcular Providence can solve ; certain it is, hi$ 
earthly parents had no hand in it. For of his father^ 
tradition says nothing, save that he was a most amia* 
ble old gentleman rone who made good cropa, and 
scorned to give his name to the quill-drivers of a 
counting-room. And. as to his oriother, it is well 
known that she wab nqne .of BeQona^s fi^ry race. For 
as some of the Virginia officers, just after tibe uilendid 
actions of Trenton and Princeton, were compliment 
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tfig her on the generalship and rimg ghry of \m 
ton, instead of shewing the exultatioa of a Spartan 
dame* she replied, with all the sang froid of a good 
old Friend, ** itt, dear me J Thisfghttrtg and kitt- 
ing is a sad thing ! Ixvish George xvouid come home 
and took after his plantation //*• 

Nor does it appear that nature had mixed much 
of gunpowder in the composition of any of his bro- 
thers : for when one of them, in the time of Brad- 
dock's war, wrote him a letter, signifying something 
like a wish to enter into the service t George, it is 
said, gave him this short reply : ** Brother^ stay at 
home^ and comfort your toife^^^ 

But though not destined to. figure on the tiuarter- 
deck of a man of a;<rar, yet he ceased not to eultivatt 
that talent which had been given for higher uses. 
From adjutant Muse, a Westmoreland volunteer^ 
who had gained much credix in the war of Cuba, 
whence he had lately returned withLa'wrence Wash* 
ington, he learnt to go through the manual exercise 
with great dexterity. " By the help of good trea^ 
tises on the art of war, which were put into his hands 
by the same gentleman, he soon acquired very cfoar 
ideas of the evolutions and movements of troops* 
And from Mons. Vanbraam, who afterwards accom«- 
paniedhim as interpreter to Venango, he acquired 
the art of fencings at which, it is said, he was ex- 
tremely expert. A passion, so uncommon for war, 
joined to a very manly appearance, and great ^igtit- 
Xy of character, could^carcely fail to attract on him 
me attention of the public. Iti fact the puMit sientS^ 
metit Was so strong m his favour, that at the gt«eB 
age of nineteen, he was appointed major and adju- 
tant general of the Virginia forces in the Northern 
ifeek, when training, as was expecteit, for iiHimt*- 
dlate service. \.. 

. !P0H his services as an adjutant g^n^, heivls at^ 
toiyed by tha crown one hmidredpciiiSJidi^ Uteriingpier 
tofitam. ^ 
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CHAPTER V- 

F e h encroachments on the Ohio'^Washington v<h 

hlnnteers his service to governor Dinwtddie''^U 

hazardous embassy to the French and Indians-^ 

miraculous escapes-^^ccount o/hisjournal-'-^ntC' 

doteofhis modesty* 

IN the year 1753 the people of Virginia were 
alarmed by a report that the French, aided by the 
Indians, were erecting a long line of military posts 
on the Ohio. This manceuvre, predicting no good 
to the ANCIENT DOMINION, was properly resented 
byj Robert Dinwiddle, the governor, who wished 
immediately in the name of his king to forbid the 
measure. But how to convey a letter to the French 
commandant on the Ohio, was the ajiestion. For 
the whole country west of the Blue Mountains, was 
one immeasurable forest, from time immemorial the 
gloomy haunt of ravening beasts and of murderous 
savages* No voices had ever broke the awful silence 
of those dreary woods, save the hiss of rattlesnakes, 
the shrieks of panthers, the yell of Indians, and 
howling tempests. From such scenes, though be- 
held hut by the distant eye of fancy, the hearts of 
youth are apt to shrink with terror, and to crouch 
more closely to their safer fire-sides. But in the 
firmer nerves of Washington, they do not appear to 
have inade the least impression of the agueish sort. 
The mopaenthe heard of the governor's wishes, he 
waited on him with--^ tender of his services. 

" Now Christ save my sqoulj but y^er a brow 
lad V^ said the good old Scotchman, ^* and gin ye play 
your cards weely my boy^ ye shall hae nae cause to 
' ' 'the I 



rue four iar^finf* Ine governor took him to his 
jpidacethat m^^ which was spent in preparingliif^ 
letters and instructions. The next day, accompanied 
bjr «n interweter and a €(mole of aervuits, he set ott 
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«i fais joQinejr, width, being in the depA of winiar, 
WM as dkagifeeable and dangerotis as HerculeB him- 
aelf could have desired. Drenching rains and drowh 
ing floods, and 8now*co\^red mountainni opposed 
Itts cottrse ; but opposed in vain. The generous am* 
bidoo to serve his country* and to distinguish him- 
self, carried him through all ; and* even at the moM 
trying times, touchei his heart with a joy unknown 
to the VAIN and trii ling. On his way home he 
was way -laid and shot at by an Indian, who, though 
notifteen paces distant., happily missed his aim. Tlie 
|MXB- vr retch was made prisoner. But Washington 
could not iind in his heart to put him to death, though 
lus own safety seemed to require the sacrifice. Th« 
«ezt evening, in attempting to cross a river on a 
iiaft, he was within an ace of being drowned ; and, 
4he night following, of perishing in the ice hut from 
faodi these imminent deadly risks^ there was a hand 
unseen that ejected his escape% 

AnouTthe middle of January he returned to Wil- 
liamsburgh ; and, instantly waiting on the governor^ 
firesented htm the fruits of his labours-^the belts of 
wampum which he had brought trom the Indian 
kings as judges of their friendship— the French 
{^vemor's letters-*-and, l^ist of all, his y^t^rno/ of the 
expedition. This, it se«ms, he had drawn up as a tub 
Sot the whale^ that he might be spared the pain of 
much talking about htmnelfmxA his adventurer. For 
like the king of Morven, " though mighty deeds roiled 
from hh sfivi offire^ yet his words were never heitrd** 
The governor was much pleased with the Indian belts 
«— more with the Frenchman's letter—- but most oi 
all with Washington's journal, which he proposed to 
have printed immediately. Washington begged 
that his excellency would spare him the moi tification 
of seeing his journal sent out into the world in so 
Mcaa a dress. He urged, that havmg been written 
ia a wintry wilderness, by atraveUer,young« illiterate, 
«nd often cold» wet, and weary, it needed a thousand 
fnsendments. <^ Hoot awa^ Major^^ replied his excel- 
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leacy, *^ hoot axvd^ mon; what tauk ye abooi amende 
*'* menu. lam 9ure the pamphlet need nae blueh to 
* he seen by his majesty htmsel'~''W^ in geud troth I 
*^ mean to send him a copy or twa of it* And be* 
" sides our Assembly will rise to-morrow or next 
^ day, and I wish each of the members to tak a 
'^ few copies hame with them. So we must e'en 
<< strait- way print the journal ciFhand as it is." 
' The journal, of course, was immediately printed* 
Every eye perused it : and every tongue was loud in 
its praise. Indeed it was not easy to err on the side 
of excess ; for whoever with canr^our reads the jour- 
nal, will readily pronounce it an unique in Jthe histo- 
ry of juvenile productions. It discovers that vigour, 
and variety of talents, which take up, as it were in- 
tuitively, the views belonging to any new subject that 
presents itself. It is the hasty production of a young 
man, bom in retreats of deepest solitude, in a time 
of profoundest peace, and brought up to die simple 
harmless employment of a surveyor, an employment 
which, more than any other, tends to tranquillize the 
mind. The verdure and music of the love-breadiing 
spring ; the bright fields and harvests of joy-insptr* 
ing summer ; the faded leaves and mournful silence 
of autumn, with winter's solemn gnmdeur ; were the 
scenes in which the youth of Washington was pas- 
sed. In these he hears the roar of distant waiv^rom 
these he is sent forth to mark the gathering storm. 
Instantly he breathes the whole spirit of his new en^ 
gagement — ^" Old things are done away : all things are 
become new.** The chain and theodolite are forgotten 
-—the surveyor is lost in the soldier. His shoulders 
are young : but they sustain the head of an old engi- 
neer. He marks the soil, the timber, the confluence 
of rivers, the sites for forts. In short, nothing con- 
nected with the defence of his country escapes him. 
He penetrates the characters of the diiferent peopk 
around him-— the low sensuality of the Indian, ready, 
for a dram^ to lift the tomahawk— the polished subtiL* 
ti^of the European, who can '< smikvcoA Mmilef^^SM^ 
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yet design the death of the traveller. These impor- 
tant truths present themselves intuitively to his mindf 
and shine with such lustre in the pages of his joui^ 
pal, as to command the admiration of every unpra* 
judiced reader. 

AMbNG the gentlemen in Williamsburgh, who had 
sense and virtue enough to appreciate the worth of 
Washington, one of the first was a Mr. Waller. — 
This gentleman, conversing on that subject with 
Mr. Robertson, speaker of the house of Burgesses, 
observed, that such services as those rendered by 
Msyor Washington, were far too important to be 
paid off by the light coin of common parlour puffs. 
" This young man^^ said he," ha$ deserved well of 
his country ; end her Reprsentatives in Assembly 
ought toacknowledge /^f obligtion." — That'^s exactly 
my own opiniony^ replied Robertson : " and if you 
will let me know when the major next visits us^ I will 
make a motion to that effect.^^ 

The next day, Washington, not having tv^r 
dreamt of the honour intended him, entered the 
house; and, going up stairs, took his seat in the 
gallery. The eagle-eyed friendship of Mr. Waller 
quickly discovered him ; and stepping to the chair, 
whispered it to Mr. Robertson ; who instantly arose, 
and ordering silence, called out : ^* Gentlemen, it is 
proposed that the thanks of this house be given to 
Major Washington, who now sits in the gallerp^ far 
the very gallant manner in which he executed the 
important trust lately reposed in him by his excellen- 
cy governor Dinwiddle." In a moment the housx 
rose as one man ; and turning towards Washington, 
saluted him with a general bow ; and, in very flatter- 
ing terms, expressed their high sense of his services. 
— Had an earthquake shaken the capitol to the centre, 
it could hardly have so completely confounded the 
major! He rose to make his acknoledgments, but, 
alasl his tounge had forgotten its office. Thrice he 
aessyea to speak: but three, in spite ofevery eoffirt, 
his utterance failed hinn, save faintly to articulat^^ 
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•» Mr. Speaker, Mr. Sf9U0r r To relieve bim frcm 
hb cmbatTasBmcnt, Mr. Robenson kindly cmlled om^ 
•• Major Washinsion, Major WashingtODt sit down is 
jrow modesfjr alone ie eqmd to your merit.'* 



CHAPTER VL 

The French and Indian xvar bepna — Washing^ 
goes forth to meet the dangers ojhts country^^'^ims 
a blow at Fort Du ^esne^^fatls^-gaUant defence 
of Fort Necessity^-^retiresfrom the service in diB^ 
gust — pressed into it again by General Braddodk-**- 
defeat and death ofBraddocky and dreadful slaughr 
ter of his army. 

** Well, what ib to come, will comeP* aaid 
poor Paddy, when going to the gallows. Even an 
was come, as would seem, the time that was to come 
for ** kings to go forth to battle.*^ The truth is^num* 
bers of poor tax-ground, and thence uneducated and 
half starved wretches in Britain and France, weav 
become diseased with a mortal cachexy or surc/usrgm 
of bad humours ; such as gambling, swindlingt horec 
stealing, highway robbing, &c. which nothing bnl 
tbe saturnine pills and steel points of Mars coufed rf« 
fectually carry off. Thus in all corrupted govetn* 
ments war is considered as a necessary evil. It waa 
no doubt necessary then. 

Such was the remote cause. TYie proximate histeh 
ry, or how the dance begun j we now proceed to relatew 

We have just seen that the French, pouring 
down from the lakes of Canada, thick as autumnal 
geese, were dashing away on the Ohio, at an alarm* 
ing rate — multiplying forts^-holding talks— and 
siren^hening their ajliances with the Indians. AsfA 
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Wth'si^e seen, that WasUaglo^f ^th letters from 
gdvei'iiar Dtnwidd]*, had been oili imong the FAft« 
Lscvovs, conjuring them by every thiltg l^eBeraUe 
i<& treaitefr, or valuable in ptace^ to desist from such 
unwarrantable -measures. But all to no purpose : 
for the French commandant, smiling at WashingtoOt 
as a green kom^ and at Dinwiddie as an oUfooU con*- 
tiautfd his operations as vigorously as though he 
knew not that the country in question made a part of 
the British empire* 

Swift as the broad-winged packets could fly across 
the deep, the news was carried to England.— Its ef- 
fect there was like that of a stone rudely hurled 
against a nest of hornets. Instantly, from centre to 
circumference, all is rage and bustle — t^be hive re- 
sounds with the maddening insects* Dark tumbling 
from their cells they spi^ad the hasty wing, and 
shrill whizzing through the air, they rush to (inS the 
foe. Just so in the sea-ruling island, from queens 
house to aie-home^ from king to cockney^ all were fierce 
for fight. Even the red-nosed portcVs where they 
met, bending under their burdens* would stop in the 
streets, to talk of England's wrongs : and, as they 
talked, their fiery snouts were seen to grow more 
fiery still, and more deformed* Then throwing their 
packs to the ground, and leapiug into the attitude of 
boxers, with, sturdy arms across, and rough black 
jaws stretched out, they bend forward to the fancied 
Jight! The frog-eating foe, in shirtless ruffles and 
long lank queue seems to give ground ! then rising in 
their might, with fire-striking eyes -they press hard 
upon him; and coming in, hand and foot, with kick 
and cuff, and many a hearty curse, they show tbs 
oiGGLiNG cROMTo, bow, damn ^em, they would 
thump the French, 

T^«B news was brought to Britain^s king just as 
ne had dispatched his pudding ; and sat, hght royally 
Amusing himself with a slice of Gloucester and a 
nip of ale. From the lips of the king down fell the 
luckless cheese, alas I not gracM to comfort the sto* 
D 
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mach of the Lord's anoinled ^ wbile^ crowned widi 
snowy foam, his nutrhrown ale stood untasted beside 
his plate. Suddenly as be heard the news, the 
monarch darkened in his place : and answering dark- 
ness shrouded all his court. 

In silence he rolled his eyes of fire on the floor, 
an<r twirled his terrible thumbs! his pages shrunk 
from his presence ; for who could stand before the 
king of thundering ships, when wrath, in gleams of 
lightning, flashed from his " dart red eyes ?" Start- 
ing at lengthy as from a trance, he swallowed his 
ale ;^hen clenching his list^ he gave the table a tre^ 
mendous knock, and cursed the wooden-shoed nati<»i 
by his God! Swift as he cursed, the dogs of war 
bounded from their kennels, keen for the chase: 
and, snuffing the blood of Frenchmen on every gale, 
they raised a howl of death which reached these 
peaceful shores. Orders were immediately issued, 
by the British governmeiit, for the colonies to arm 
and unite in one confederacy. Virginia took the 
lead ; and raised a regiment, to the second command 
in which she raised her favourite Washington. Co- 
lonel Pry, by right of seniority, commanded : but on 
his death, which happened soon after his appoint- 
ment, Washington succeeded to the command.— 
With this little handful, he bravely pushed out into 
the wilderness, in quest of the enemy ; and at a place 
called the Little Meadows, came up with a party 
under oiie Jumonville. This officer was killed,sand 
all his men taken prisoners. - 

From these prisoners, he obtained undoubted intel- 
ligence, that the French troops on the Ohio, con- 
sisted of upwards of a thousand regulars, and ma- 
ny hundreds of Indians. But notwithstanding this 
disheartening intelligence, he still pressed on un- 
dauntedly against the enemy, and, at a place called 
the Great Meadows, built a fort, which he called 
Fort Necessity. 
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Soon as the lines of the entrenchments wers 
ttiarked off,s(nd the men about to fall to work, Wash* 
ington seizing the hand of the first that was lifting the 
spade, cried out ** Stop^ my brave fellow I my hand 
must heave the first earth that is thrown up in defence 
^ this country I^ 

Leaving a small garrison behind him, he dashe(| 
on for Fort Duquesne, (Fort Pitt,) hoping by the re- 
duction of that important newt, to strike terror into 
the enemy, and defeat tneir plans« But though 
this was a bold stroke of generalship, yet it appeared 
that he had not a force sufficient to effect it. For in 
the midst of this day's march, he was met by a party 
of friendly Indians, who, running up to him, with 
looks and gestures gready agitated, cried out : ^^' Fly ! 
fiy ! dorCt look behind you ! your enemies are upon you^ 
thick as the pigeons in the woods f^ 

Washington called a council of his officers, who 
advised an immediate return to Fort Necessity, which 
they hardly recovered, before their c^ntinels fired an 
alarm ; came running in ; and stated, that the woods 
were alive with Frenchmen and Indians ! — It should 
have been observed^ that the dreadful news of the ' 
day before, had produced so shameful a desertion 
among his troops, in. the course of the night, that, 
when the enemy attacked, which they did with 1500 
men, Washington had but 300 to stand by him* 
But never did the true Virginia valour shine more 
gloriously than on this trying occasion^-to see 300 
young fellows — commanded by a smooth-faced boy 
— ^all unaccustomed to the terrors of war — far from 
home — and from all hope ofhelp— shut up in a dreary 
wilderness— and surrounded hyfive times their num- 
ber of savage foes, yet without signof (ear, preparing 
for mortal combat ! Scarcely since the days of Le- 
onidas and his three hundred deathless Spartans, had 
die sun beheld its equal. With hideous whoops and 
^rells, the enemy cams on like a host of tigers. The 
^ ooa sndfocard tall tree-tops, /f//ptf with Incffans^ 
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were, m o|ie cont||l^ed blaa(e and cnM^h of Are-airttit. 
Nor wefe our vouthful ifva^iprs idle: but animated 
^ their yquthnil cpmmander,^ they plied their riflea 
with such spirit^ that the Ijuje fort r^senrblcd a vol* 
eano in full blast, roaring and discharging thick sheeta 
of liquid fire and of leaden deathi^ among their foes. 
For nine glorious hours, salaqfiander-Iike, enveloped 
in smoke and flames, they sustained the attack of the 
enemy's whole force/ and laid two hundred of thenoi 
dead on the spot! Discouraged by such, desperate re*^ 
sistance, the French general, the Count de Villiera* 
sent in a flag to Washington, ^highly extolhng his 

fallantry, and offering him the most honourable terms, 
t was stipulated, that Washington and his little band 
df heroes, should march away with all the honours of 
war, and carry with them their niilitary stores and 
baggage. 

On their return to the bosom of their country, they 
were every where received with the praises which 
Ihey had so well deserved. The Legislature voted 
vhe thanks of the nation to Washington and his offi* 
cers ; with a pistole to each of his men, about 300. 

In the course of the following winter, notice was 
given from the mother country^ that American offi- 
cers, acting w>th the British, should bear no com- 
mand ! ! Hence the poorest shoiit, if wearing the 
proud epaulette of a Briton, might command a 
Wolfe, if so unlucky as to be an American !! ! lor 
censed at such an outrage on common justice, and 
the rights of his countrymen^ Washington threw up 
his commission ; and retired to his plantation, Moiini 
Ftmofif lately left him by his brother Lawrence. — 
Here, Cincinnatus-like, he betook him to hisfavourite' 

Elough.-^But the seaspn called for the sword ;— and 
e was now risen top high to be overlooked in timea 
like those when tvQubles and fears, began to darken 
•ver all the: land. 

The report of his giallant but iit)succe^fu atrug-^ 
gle with the French and Indians, soon reached £ng« 
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kod : and the ministry thinking the colonies alone 
too weak to repel the enemyy hurrieci on Gdneral 
Braddock, with two heavy regiments, to their aid. 
This reinforcement arrived early in the spring of 
1755, Leaving them at the Capes on their way up 
taBelle»haven,(now Alexandria,) Braddock called 
at VVitliamsburgh, to see Governor Dinwiddle, who 
Attended him to A4ezandria. 

" Where is Colonel Washington ^'* said General 
Braddock. " I long to see him.^^ 

" Ife is retired from the service^ •$!>," replied the 
Governor. 

" Retired ! Sir /" 'continued the General, «' Co- 
hnel Washington retired 4 pray^ Sir^ whftfs the rea^ 
son ?" 

On hearing the cause, he broke into a passion 
against the order from the zuar-offlce as a shamfful* 
piece ofpartiality--^nd extolled Colonel Washington 
as ^* a young nmn of sense and spirit^ who knew and 
asserted his rights as became a soldier and a Britishr 
subiect.^* 

rl£ then wrote to Washington, whom he pressing- 
ly invited to Join his army, and accept the rank of a 
VvO^unteer aid-de-camp in his own family. This in- 
vitation was cheerfully accepted by our young coun* 
^ try many .who waited on General Braddock as soon as . 
he heard of his arrival at Alexandria. About the 
same time, three companies of excellent Virginia 
oaarksmen^ raised by order of the Legislature, ar- 
rived 9t the British camp. 

It was in the month of June 1755, that the army, 
upwards of 2000 strongs left Alexandria ; and, with 
their faces to the west, began their march to the 
mournful ditty of ** over the hills and Jar ou^ay.'' On 
the route Washington was taken sick ; and by the 
time they had reached the Little Meadows, lud be- 
come so very ill, that Braddock, at the instance of the 
physicians, insisted most peremptorily that he should 
lie by until Colonel Dunbar with the rear of the ar 
my cameup. With great reluctance be yielded to 



40 LIFE OF WASHINGTON; 

their wishes; But «o great were his fears for the «^ 
ny, lest in those wild woods it should fall into-sone 
Indian snare, that'the moment his fever left him, he 
mounted his horse, and pursued, and overtook them 
the very evening before they fell into that ambuscade 
which he had all along dreaded. For the next 
morning, the 9th of July^ when they were safely ar- 
rived within seven mile's of Fort Duquesne ! and so 
confident of success, that their general swore he 
would that night sup either in Fort Duquesne or in 
the lower regions — behold, the Virginia Rangers 
discovered signs of Indians. 

Here Washington, with his usual modesty^ ob* 
served to General Braddock what sort of an enemy 
he had now to deal with — an enemy who would not, 
like the Europeans, come forward to a fair contest 
in the field, but, concealed behind the rocks and 
trees, carry on a deadly warfare with their rifles. 
He concluded with these words, " / beg of your ex^ 
celiency the honour to allow me to lead on with the Wr* 
finia Riflemen^ and fight them in their awn way. ^^ 

Had it been decreed that this hapless army should 
have been saved^ this was the counsel to have effected 
it. But it would seem, alas ! that Heaven had or 
Jained their fall in that distant land ; and there with 
their Sesh to fatten the wolves and vultures on the 
hills of Monongahela. For General Braddock, who 
had all along treated the American officers with in* 
finite contempt, rejected Washington's counsel, and 
swelling with most unmanly rage, replied^ «^ High 
timesy dy ■ .High times I when a young Buckskin 
can teach -a British General how to fight /'' Instanitly 
the pale, fever-worn cheeks of Washington turned 
fiery red. But smo^ering his feelings, be rod« 
towards his men, biting his Up with grief and- rage, 
to think how many brave fellows would draw short 
breath that Jay through the pride and obstinacy 
of one epauletted inadman. Forme4 in heavy co^ 
lumns the troops continued lo advance. A litde b*^ 
l^iHid the Monongahela^ ih^s a iMirrow defile^ thrai^ 
""▼hich lay Uieir road, inth moas-grown rocks on ei- 
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Aer side, and aged trees that spread ao awful shade. 
Here^ in perfect concealment, the French and Indi* 
ans lay, waiting impatiently for this devoted army. 
Too socn^alas ! the army came up ; and, entering the 
defile, moved along in silence, like sheep to the 
slaughter, little dreaming how close the bloody fates , 
hovered around them. Thinking their prey now 
completely in their clutches, all at once, the Indians , 
set up the most hideous yells, as if the woods were 
filled with tot) thousand panthers. This they did, both 
I as a terror to the British, and a signal to attack ; for 
in the same moment they poured in a general fire, 
which instantly covered the ground with death in 
every hideous shape. Some were seen sinking pale 
and lifeless at once, giving up the ghost with only a 
hollow groan— ^others rolling on the earth, convulsed 
and shrieking in the last agonies, while life and life's ^ 
warm blood together gushed in hissing torrents 
from their breasts. Such sights of their bleeding 
comrades, had the enemy but been in view, instead 
of depressing would but have inflamed British blood 
with fiercer thirst for vengeance. But, alas ! to be 
thus entrapped in a dreary wild ! to be thus pent up, 
and shot from behind rocks and trees, by an invisible 
enemy, was enough to dismay the stoutest hearts. 
Their native valour, however, and confidence in 
themselves, did not at once forsake them. But, ani- 
mated by their officers, th^y stood their ground, and 
for a considerable time fought like heroes. But see- 
i ng no impression made by their fire, while that of 
the enemy, heavy as at first, with fatal flashes con- 
tinued to cut down their ranks, they at length took a 
Gnic, and fell into great confusion. Happily, on the 
t, where lay the deadliest fire, Washington's ran- 
KTSwene posted; but not exposed like the Bridslu 
For, on hearing the horrible savage yells, in a mo- 
ment they flew each to his tree, like the Indians ; and 
fike them, each levelled his rifle, and with as deadly 
aiin. This, through a kind Providence, saved Brad- 
dock's wny i for exulting m their conCunon. the it- 
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▼ages, grimly painted, yelling like furies, burst 
from their coverts, eager to glut their hellish rage 
with a total massacre of the British. But,^faithfulto 
their friends, Washington's rangers stepped forthwith 
joy to meet the assailants. Then rose a scene suffi- 
cient to fill the stoutest heart with horror. Burning 
alike for vengeance, both parties throw aside the slow- 
murdering rifles, and grasp their swift-fated toma- 
hawks. Dreadfully above their heads gleams the 
brandished steel, as with full exerted limbs, and faces 
all inflamed with mortal hate, they level at eaeh other 
their last decisive blows. Death rages through all 
their fast-thinning ranks— his bleeding victims are 
rolled together on every side. Here tails the brave 
Virginia Blue, under the stroke of his nimbler fpe — 
and there^ man on man the Indians perish beneath 
the furious tomahawks, deep buried in the shattered 
brain. But who can tell the joy of Washington, 
when he saw this handful of his despised country- 
men thus gallantly defending, their British. friends, 
and by dint of mortal steel driving back their blood- 
thirsty assailants. Happy check ! for by this time, 
covered with wounds Braddock had fallen — his aids 
and officers, to a man, killed or wounded— and his 
troops, in hopeless^ helpless despair, flying backwards 
and forwards from the fire of the Indians, like flocks 
ot crowding sheep from the presence of their butch- 
ers. Washington alone remained unhurt ! Horse af- 
ter horse had been killed under him. Showers of 
bullets had touched his locks' or pierced his regiment- 
als. But still protected by Heaven — still supported 
by a strength not hisown,he had continned to fly from 
quarter to quarter, where his presence was most need- 
ed, sometimes animating his rangers ; sometimes 
striving, but in vain, to rally the regulars. 'Twas his 
lot to be close to the brave but imprudent Braddock 
when he fell : and he assisted to place him in a tum- 
bril, or little cart. As he was laid down, pale and near 
spent, with loss of blood, he faintly said to Washing- 
ton— 

Well Colonel^ rvka^a to be done now /'' 
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** Retreat^ Sir^ repUcd Washington : ** retreat h^ 
all means i for the Regulars tvoivt fight: and the 
Rangers are nearly all killed P^ 

^' Poor fellows r^ he replied, ^^ poor fellows l^ 
Well^ do as you wiV/, Colonel^ do as you wilL^* 

^ The ariny then commenced its retreat, in a very 
rapid and disorderly mannt r, while Washington with 
his few surviving rangers, covered the rear. 

Happily, the Indiana did not pursue them far : but 
after firing a few random shots, returned in a body, 
to fall upon the plunder ; while Washington, with 
his frightened fugitives continued their retreat, sadly 
remembering that more than one half of their morn-^ 
»wj^* goy companions were left a prey to the ravening 
beasts of the desert. There, denied the common 
charities of the grave, they lay for many a year 
bleaching the lonely hiUs with their bones. 

On reaching Fort Cumberland, where they met 
Colonel Dunbar with the rear of the army. General 
Braddock died. He died in the arms ofWashing- 
topf whose pardon he often begged for having treats 
ed him so rudely that fata I morning — heurtiiy wiahed^ 
he said, he had but followed his «^ic^— -frequently 
called his rangers '* brave fellows / glorious fellows /" 
Often saidy he should be glad to. live if it was only to 
reward their j^allanlry I I have more than once been 
told, but cannot vouch ior the truth ol it, that his 
sister, on hearing how obstinately Washington and 
his Blues had fought for her broiher, was so affected 
that she shed v^ars : and sent tWtnr. from England 
handsome cockades, according to their number, and 
a pair of colours elegantly wrought by her own fair 
hands. 

With respect to Washington, I cannot butjnen- 
tion here two very extraordiuary speeches that were 
made about him» alter Braddock*s defeat, and which, 
as things have turned out, look a good deal like pro- 
phecies. A famous Indian warrior, who acted a lead- 
ing part in that bloody tragedy, was often heard to 
swear^ that ^^ Washington was never born to be killed bjf 
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ahdktf Far^^ cMtxnutdlte^ IhaJ sttfente&njaif 
^ei at him with my rtfie^ md after aU could not Mf^ 
him to the ground r And indeed whoever considefs 
diat a good rifle levelled b^ a proper marksmaiif hard^ 
\y ever misses its aim, will readity enough eonclude 
with this unlettered savage, that there was some in* 
visible band that turned aside the bullets. 

The Rev'd Mr. Davies^ in a sermon occasioned 
by Braddock's defeat, has these remarkable words— 
*^ I bsg leave to point the attention oj the public to theA 
heroic youth Colonel Washington^ whom I cannot hut 
hope Providence has preserved for some great service 
to this country I /*' 

But though the American writers have pretty 
unanimously agreed, th»t Washington was, under 
^ God, the saving Angel that stood up between Brad- 
dock's army and total destruction, yet did it- profit 
him but little with his sovereign. The British offi- 
cers indeed admired him : but they had no idea of 
going any farther : '* To tell in Gath^ or publish in 
the streets of Askalon^^ that a British army owed ite 
safety to a young Buckskin, required a pitch of vir- 
tue and of courao^e above ordinary minds. Wash* 
ington was therefore kept in the back ground ; and 
General Braddock being dead, the command devolved 
upon Colonel Dtinbar, whose conduct proved him to 
be one of those pusillanimous hirehngs, who jlee 
when the wolf cometh. To attempt, by some gallant 
effort to recover what Braddock bad lost^-— or to 
hang upon the enemy, and prevent, at least, those 
numerous scalping parties^ which distrapted with 
midnight murders and deluged the defenceless fron- 
tiers with blood, were brave and generous ideas, of 
which he seemed incapable. But, trembling under 
the general panic, he instantly ordered the tents to be 
struck ; and pushing off under the whip and spur of 
his fears, never halted until he had reached Philadei 
phim ; whtrre he went, as he called it, into winter 
fuartevB^ (in the beginning of the dog-days !) leaving 
all the frontiers of Maryland and Virginia exposed 
to the mereiless tomahawk. * 
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Such fiicto ongjbit to be recorded for the benefit of 
youfig men, who, with no military qualifications bu^ 
big limbs, can yet covet red coats and shoulder-knots* 

Being thus shamefully deserted by Colonel Dun* 
bar, Washington with his thirty rangers, set out with 
sorrowful hearts to return home. But before he left 
Fort Cumberland, he dispatched an express, to in- 
form Governor Dinwiddie, that " General Braddock 
ivas shin — his army totally defeated — the remnant on 
th^r march to Philadelphia — and the whole frontier 
given up to the Indians /'* The consternation that 
was spread throughout the country by this news, was 
inexpressible. Heart-sickening terrors, as of a wo- 
man in labour, seized upon all families— —and a 
frightened fancy found food for its fears in every 
thing around .it — the blast whistling round the cor- 
ners of their cabin, alarmed, like the yell of murder- 
ous savages — the innocent death-bell — the croaking 
raven — the midnight howl of dogs— were all sure 
harbingers of fate. While, for dread of the Indians, 
the roads were filled with thousands of distracted pa- 
rents,, with their weeping little ones, flying from their 
homes. 

The Governor instantly ordered a call of the Le- 
gislature, who^ by the time Washington reached 
Williamsburgh, were assemble4> and, together with 
numbers of citizens, went out and met him near 
the town. 

The interview was tender. For the citizens were 
almost moved to tears,, when they saw thatof so many 
of their brave countrj men who went forth to battl^^ 
only this little handful remained ! They were exceed- 
ingly rejoiced to see, alive and well, their beloved 
WashingtoYi. He had always been dear to them ; but 
now doubly dear, in such times of danger. They 
mourned the misfortunes of iheir country ; but laid 
ao blame to him. On the contrary, it was universal- 
ly bel'veved, that, but for him the ruin would hofie 
^en complete. «* Braddock^^^ said they, '* lost the nic- 
tqtry r but Washriigton saved the army.^'* 
B 
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CHAPTER VII. 

FaUHeffecUofBraddocKa defeat^WMhingimvfi^ 

es to carry the war into tfte IruRart country — ^^09* 

emmcHt refrnta-'^fenme war prefirred^he 

frontiero deoolated. 

« 

GREAT was the joj at Fort Duquesne on die 
return of their troops m>m the slaughter of Bmd- 
dock*8 army. The idea of victory, as appeared after- 
wards, had never once entered theif heads*— >They 
had gone out just to reconnoitre^ and harass the Brt- 
tish in their approach ! How unbounded then must . 
have been the joy of the garrison, on seeing their 
friends come back next morning, not sad and spirit- 
less, as had been expected, but whooping and shout- 
ing for a glorious victory ; and enriched with the 
artilleiyy afnmunition^ provisions, and baggage-wag- 
gons of a British army cut to pieces ! I 

The French commandant took care to make a 
proper use of his advantage ; for as soon as the days 
of savage feasting and drunkenness were over, ne 
sent out deputations of his chiefs with grand-tsdkt to 
several of the neighbouring tribes, who had not yet 
lifted the hatchet* 

The tribes being assembled,' and the calumet or 
pipe erf" friendship, smoked around, the chiefs arose ^ 
and in all the pomp of Indian eloquence announced 
their great victory over Long Knife (the Virginians) 
ind his white brothers, (the British^— then with a 
. proud display of the numerous scalps and rich dres^ea' 
which they had taken, they concluded with inviting 
Ae young men to unbury the tomahawk, and rush 
with them to drink the blood of their enemies, 

Tttis was enough — ^ Grinning horribly a ghoHlp 
smk^* at such prospects of blo<^ and plunder, tw 
mm children of the desert, rose up at once to war* 
No time was lost in preparation* A pouch of pavckii* 
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cd corn, aud a bear-skin, with a rifle, tomahawk, 
and scalping knife, were their equipage. And in a 
few weeks after Braddock's defeat, an army of at 
least fourteen hundred of those blood-thirsty savaged ' 
were in ftill march over hills and mountains^ to sur* 
prise and murder the frontier inhabitants. 

WAsninGTON had early foreseen the storm that 
would one day btirst from Fort Duqucsne. On his 
first trip through that country, two years before, 
he had marked the very spot, and '-ointed it out a^ 
« the key of the western woriaJ*^ jBut Britain and 
America, (like the wild ass and her cohs, though 
mule-stubborn *in acting, yet snail-slow to act,) let 
the golden chance escape ; tilt one Du Quesne, a 
French officer, vrith some troops, passing along that 
way in 1754, and struck, as Washington had been, 
with the situation, immediately built thereon a fort, 
which he called after his own name. It answered 
the fatal purposes which Washington had predicted* 
By means of the oold water courses on wIMir it 
stood, it greatly favoured the conveyance both of 
^oods and oi tnteliigence. There the French laid up 
magazines for their Indian allies, and there they 
hoisted the dread signals of war. 

Not having been able to prevail on his countr}*- 
mcn to occupy it before the enemy, Washington's 
whole ambition now was to take it from them. 
^* Send two thousand men^^^'-^^sAdhcp in numerous 
importunate letters to the Governor and Legislature, 
** send two thousand men^ and drain the fountain at 
once^-^the streams willfaii of course.*^ 

But, spite of this advice, the mad policy of a de* 
Jinsive war prevailed in the Virginia Government : 
and instead of raising 2CXX) men, they voted to raise 
about half that number ! and then, like hypocrites 
who make up in lip-service what they lack in good 
worisy they dubbed him Commander in chief of a^ 
the troths raised or to be raised in Virginia^ with the 
privilege of namir^g his own field officers ! 

T^ESE vain honours' served but to exalt him to a 
higher sphere of miseiy-<-pthe misery of taking a 
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wider survey of those misfortunes of his country 
which he could not remedy,— and to feel a deeper 
responsibility for those blunders of others, which he 
could not cure. He saw Fort Duquesne mustering 
her murderers, which he had no powers to prevent! 
He had a frontier of 360 miles to defend, and gene- 
rally less than 700 men to defend it with ! If he kept 
his troops embodied, the whole country' would be left 
open to the savages. If he broke them down into 
small parties, they might be destroyed one after ano- 
ther, by a superior force. If he threw them into 
forts, tiiey were sure to be starved; or derided by 
the enemy who could easily pass them in the night 
and surprize, destroy, and murder the inhabitants 
with impunity. And though thus completely crippled 
by the stupidity or parsimony of the government, 
and incapacitated from doing any services for his 
country, yet great services were expected of him, 
and great blame bestowed for every failure. If no 
victories were gained over the enemy, he would be^ 
blamed for inactivity. If the settlers were murdered^ 
he would be accused of neglect— and if he pointed 
out the errors of government, he would be charged 
«8 ** tficious*^ and " impertinent ;" and this while 
young officers of the worthless sort, mere cork-draw- 
ers and songsters at great men's tables, were basely 
cutting in with a weak old governor's prejudices, to 
work him out, and to worm themselves into . .vour 
and rank. 

But all these vexations and sorrows were but tri- 
fles in comparison of others which he was doomed to 
feel- Seeing no hopes of a force sufficient to attack 
Fort Duquesne, he formed a chain of garrisons 
along the frontier ; and then, with a flying corps of 
the most active and daring young men, continued 
night and day, to scour the country in quest pf the 
enemy's murdering parties. . In this hold and dang«- 
rous employment, which lasted alihost three years, 
he was often presented with sights of human destnie* 
tion, sufficient to excite sympathy in hearts of flintiest 
ttoncu 
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On cautiously entering the hapless plantatioti with 
his men^ they halt and ^sten awhile-»but hear ao 
voice of man— -see no house, nor sign of habitation- 
all is void and silent. M«.rking the buzzards perched 
on the trees in the corn-fields, they approach, and 
find* lying by his plough, the half-devoured carcaas 
of a man. The hole in his breast shows that he had 
been shot, while th« deep gashes in the forehead of 
his dead horses, point out the bursting strokes of the 
tomahawk. Amidst the ashes of the late dwelling, 
are seen, white as chalk, the bones of the mother 
and her children. But sometiiD'ss their raw and 
bloody skeletons, fed on by the hogs, are found in the 
yards or gardens where they were surprised. 

^^ One day"— «aid he to an intimate ; though it was 
but seldom that he mentioned those things, they gave 
him so much pain— ^^ One day, as we drew near 
*^ through the woods, to a dwelling, suddenly we 
\ heard the discharge of a gun. Whereupon quick- 
<^ ening our pace, and creeping up through the thick 
bushes to a fence, we saw what we had dreaded-— 
<^ a party of Indi^f&s, loaded with plunder, coming out 
^< of a house, which, by the smoke, appeared as if it 
^^ were Just set on fire. In a moment we gave the 
** savages a shower of rifle balls, which killed every 
*'*' man of them but one. He attempted to run pff». 
^^ It was in vain. Some of our swift-footed hunters 
^^ gave chase, and soon overtook and inffmolated him 
*< with their tomahawks. On rushing into the house, 
*^ and putting out the fire, we saw a mournful sight 
*^ indeed— -a young woman lying on a bed floating 
** in blood— her forehead cleft with a hatchet— ^nd 
** on her breast two little children, apparently twins, 
^* and about nine months old,bathing her bosom with 
*'-the crimson currents flowing from their deeply 
<^ gashed heads ! I had often beheld the mangled re- 
« mains of my murdered countrymen ; but never bc- 
*^ fore felt what 1 did on this occasion. To see 
these poor innocents*— ^hese little udoflfending an- 
B2 
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^ gelsyjust entered upon life, and, instead of fondest 
*^ sympathy and tenderness, meeting their hideous 
*' deaths ; and from hands of brothers too ! filled my 
^^ soul with the deepest horror of sin ! but at the 
^ same time hispired a most adoring sense of that 
^' religion which announces the Redeemer, who 
c*^ shall, one day, do away man's malignant passions, 
** and restore the children of God to primaeval love 
" and bliss. Without this hope, what man of feel- 
*< ing but would wish he had never been bom ! 

«* On tracing back into the corn-field the steps of 
" the barbarians, we found a little boy, and beyond 
^ hint his father, both weltering in blood. It appear- 
" ed, from the print of his little feet in the furrows, 
^ that the child had been following his father's 
*^ plough ; and, seeing him shot down, had set off 
<* with all his might, to get to the house to his mo- 
** ther ; but was overtaken, and destroyed ! 

'^ And, indeed, so great was the dread entertained 
^^ of the French and Indians, throughout the settle- 
^^ ments, that it was distressing to call even on those 
** families who yet survived, but, from sickness or 
** other causes, Had not been able to get away. The 
** poor creatures would run to meet us, like persons 
" half distracted with joy and then with looks 
** blank with terror, would tell that such or such a 
** neighbour's family, perhaps the very night before, 
*• was murdered ! — and that they heard their cries ! 
** -i^and saw the flames that devoured their houses! 
** — and also, that they themselves, after saying their 
*« prayers at night, never lay down to sleep, without 
^ first taking leave of one another, as if they never 
, ^ expected to meet again in this world. But when 
** we came to take our leave of these wretched fami- 
'* lies, my God ! what were our feelings ! to see the 
^' deep, silent grief of the men ; and the looks of the 
«^ poor women and children, as, falling upon their 
^ knees, with piercing screams, and e> es wild with 
„ terrer, they seized our hands, or hung to our 
' clothes intreating us, for God^s sake, and tor 
Biercey sake, not to leave them hem rder • 
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*^ These things su harassed my heart with grief, that 
*• I solemnly declare to God, if I know myst f, I 
•* would gladly oflFcr my own life a sacrifice to the 
** butchering enemy, if X could thereby insure the 
•* safety of these my poor distressed countrymen.'* 

Such were the scenes in which Washijigton was 
doomed to spend 'three years of a wretched life, ren- 
dered still more wretched by knowing so perfectly 
as he did, that the rapid charge of twjo thousand brave 
fellows upon Fort Duquesne, like the thundering 
shock of a two-and-forty pounder upon a water-spout, 
would have instantly dispersed the fatal meteor, and 
restored the golden hours of peace and safety. But 
to give Colonel Washington two thousand men 
seemed to old governor Dinwiddie, like giving the 
utaffout of his own hand^ as he elegantly called i(: 
and rather than do that, he would risk the desola- 
tion of the western country, by continuing a defensvot 
voar^ and a nrad dependence on a disorderly militia, 
who -would come and go as they pleased — get drunk 
and sleep-when they pleased^^whoop and halloo where 
they pleased — and, in short, serve no other purpose 
on earth but to disgrace their officers, deceive the 
settlers, and defraud^ht public. Indeed so ruinou^* 
were these measures of governors Dinwiddie and 
JLoudon, that, in the short space of three years, they 
completely broke up all the fine ^oung settlements 
to the westward of Winchester, Fredericktown, and 
Carlisle, whereby numbers of poor people were but- 
chered ! hundreds of rich plantations deserted ! my- 
riads of produce lost! and thousands of dollars 
sunk ! and all for the sake of saving the paltry ex- 
pense of raising in the first instance a force which 
would in ten weeks have'taken Fort Duquesne, and 
completely broken up that den of thieves and mur- 
derers i 

At length, in 1758, the government of Virginia 
devolved on generalForbes, who, to the infinite satis- 
faction of Washington, consented to second hh views 
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on Fort Duqueane. Washington earnestly recom- 
mended an early campaign, lest the Indian warriors 
who were to meet them in April at Winchester, 
should grow tired of waitings and return home. 
But the season was, unfortunately, so idled away, 
that marching orders were not given till the first of 
September, when, according to Washington's pre- 
diction, there was not a red man to be found in 
camp. The army then commenced its movements, 
but still as would seem, under the frown of Heaven. 
For instead of sweeping along the old track, gene- 
rally called Braddock^s road. gen. Forbes was per 
suaded to take an entirely new route, of which every 
inch was to becut through wilds and moitntains cover- 
ed with rocks and trees ! In vain Washington remon- 
strated against this as a measure,** wAicA'* he said,"!/* 
persistea in at this late seasoriy would certainly nun 
the wnflfer/fliw^.''— General Forbes was inflexible. 

In a letter to the Speaker of the House of Bur-- 
gesses, Washington has these remarkable words— 
•* ffthis conduct of our leaders, do notjlow from su- 
perior orders J it must ^ow from a weakness f too gross 
[for me to name. Nothing now but a miracle can 
^bring this campaign to a happy issue.^^ In a letter 
of a later date he says, " well^ aVs lost ! our enter- 
prise is ruined I And we shall be stopped this winter 
at the Laurel Hills ^ 

Bt the middle of November, after incredible ex- 
ertions, the army, sure enough, reached the Laurel 
Hills, where Washington predicted it would winter I 
and, strange to tell! General Forbes, with a caucus, 
squad of his officers were actually in deep debate^ 
whether they should spend the winter in that inhos- 
pitable wild, or tread back their mournful steps, to 
Winchester,., when some prisoners brought the wel- 
come news that the garrison of Fort •Duquesne, for 
a long time past unsupported by their countrymen^ 
and now deserted by the Indians, was so reduced, that 
they would surrender at the sight of an enemy. Gene- 
ral Forbes instandy changed his mind^ and with a 
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select detachment made a push for Fort DuquesiM,. 
^^e ruins of which he entered, without opposition, c»i 
the 28th of November, 1 758. For, advertised of his 
approach, the French determined to quit it; and after 
having set fire to the buildings, embarked in their 
boats, and went down the river. 

Having thus^ after three ytars of labour and sor* 
row, attained his favourite wish— the reduction of 
Fort Duquesne and a total dispersion of the savages, 
Washington returned with joy to Williamsburgh, to 
take his seat in the legislature, to which he had been 
regularly chosen in his absence. '" 

It is Worthy of remark, because it happens but 
to few, that though he often failed of success, he 
never once lost the confidence of his country. Ear* 
ly aware of the importance ' of character^ to those 
who wish to be tiseful, he omitted no honest act, 
thought no pains, no sacrifice of ease too great, to 
procure and preserve it. In the whole of that stu- 
pidly-managed war, as also another subsequent war^ 
which was not much better conducted, he always 
took care to keep the public well informed as to the 
part which he had acted, or wished to act, in the 
afiair. Not content, to know himself that he had ' 
acted wisely or bravely, he took care that the public 
should also know it,; in order that if at any time an 
uproar should be made, the error ihight.be charged 
to the real ofiender. If the legislature, or governor . 
Dinw ddie, or general Braddock, or any other supe- 
rior, witji whom he had. public concern, and charac- 
ter at stiike, made propositions which he disliked^ he 
would modestly point out their errors^ predict their 
mischiefsf and thus wash bis hands of all blame :-— 
which documents, through the channel of num >rou8 
letters to his friends, were always laid before the 
people^. Hence, for the ruinous consequences of the 
weakness and obstinacy of Dinwiddle and Braddock^ 
not a breath of censure was ever blown on him. 
On the contrary, in tht public mind^ he always rose 
aV big^f or higher, than the others sunk. It was 
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uotveraally believed, that had he governed, in place 
oC Dinwiddle, the fatal Indian war would not have 
lasted a campaign ; and that on the hills of M onon- 
gahela, had Washington commanded in place of 
Braddock, the French and Indians would have been 
handUd very difFerentiy. Such were the sentiments 
with whiph the public were prepared to receive him, 
on his return into their welcoming bosom* •Wherever 
he went, homage always waited upon him, though 
always uncourted. The grey-headed rose up to do 
him honour, when he came into their company ; and 
the young men, with sighs, often wished for a lanne 
like his* Happy was the lairest lady of the land, 
who, at the crowded ball, could get colonel Wash- 
ington for her partner. And even at the house 
where prayer is wont to be made, the eyes of beau* 
ty would sometimes wander from the cold reading- 
preacher, ^to catch a livelier devotion from his 
" mtnd'iUumtnedfave^^'*'^2i face at once so dignified 
with virtue, and so sweetened with grace^ that none 
could look on it without emotions very friendly to 
the heart ; and sighs of sentiment^ too delicate for 
description, were often seen to heave the snowy bo«' 

'soms of the noblest dames* 

At the head of all theselstood the accomplished 
Mrs. Martha Custis, the beautiful and wealthy wi- 
dow of Mr* John Custis* Her wealth was ec^ual^ 
at least, to on^ hundred thousand dollars ! But hei 
beauty was a sum far larger still* It was not the^ 
shallow boast of a 6ne skin^ which time so quickly 
tarnishes, nor of those' short-lived roses', which 

"sometimes wither almost as soon as blown* But it 
sprung from the heart— -from the divine and &^- 
nevokht affections^ which spontaneously gave to her 
eyeSy her U>okSy her voice and her manners^ such an- 
gelic charms, that I could never look on her, with- 
oiit exclaiming with the poet, O ! 

She was nearest heaven of all on earth I knew ; 
And all but adoration waa her du^«'' 
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For two such kindred souls to love, it was only 
necessary that they should meet. Their friendship 
commenced with the first hour of their acquaintance, 
and was soon matured to marriage, which took 

?lace about the 27th year of Washington's life. 
Its lady was, I believe, six months younger. 
But that it is contrary to the rules of biography, 
to begin with the husband and end with the wile, I 
could relate of that most excellent ladt those 
thipgs which the public would greatly delight to 
hear. However, gratitude to that bright saint, now 
in heaven, who was my noblest benefactress, .while 
I preached in her parish, compels me to say, that 
her ViKTUEs and Charities were f that extensive 
and subUme sort, as fully to entitle her hicjacet to 
the following noble epitaph, a little altered, n-om one 
of the British poets* 

I 
Underneath this marble hearse^ 
Lies the subject of all verse* 
Custis' widow — great George^s wife- 
Death ! ere thou robb'st another life, ' 
Virtuous, fair, and good as she^ 
Christ shall launch a dart at thee* 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

WashingtorCs mother has a very curious dream it 
points to great coming troubk^-a cloud arising in 
* England — the causes of the revobitionary war. 

WHEN a man begins to make a noise in the 
world, his relatives, (the Father, sometimes^ but, al- 
ways that tenderer parent, the Mother) are sure to 
recollect certain mighty odd dreams^ which they had 
of him xvhen he was a child. What rare dreams, for 
example, had the mothers of " Macedonia's mad- 
man, and the Swede,'' while pregnant with those 
butcheraof thehuman race ! Mrs. Washington also 
had her dreanr, which an excellent old Lady of 
Fredericksburg assured me she had often heard her 
relate with great satisfaction ; and, for the last time, 
but a few weeks before her death. 

" I DREAMT,'* said the Mother of Washington, 
. <* that I was sitting in the piazza of a large new house, 
into which we had but lately moved. George, at that 
time about five years old, was in the garden witlihis 
corn-stalk plough, busily running little furrows in 
the sand, in imitation of Negro Dick, a fine black 
boy, with whose ploughing GeoVge was so delighted 
that it was sometimes difficult to get him to his 
dinpen And so as I was sitting in the piazza at my 
work, I suddenly heard in my dream a kind of roar- 
ing noise on the eastern side of the house. On run- 
ning out to see what was the matter, I beheld a 
dreadful sheet of fire bursting from the roof. Ths 
sight struck me with a horror which took away mjr 
strength, and threw me, almost senseless, to the 
ground* My husband and the servants, as I saw ia 
my dream, soon came up ; but, like myself, were sa 
terrified at the sight, that they could make no attempt 
to extinguish the flames. In this most distressing 
•tatc^ the image of my little son Came, I thought^'^^^ 
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my miod more dear and tender than ever : and turn* 
ing towards the garden where he was engaged with 
hb little €om»stalk-plough, I screamed out twice widi 
all my might, George I George i^^hx a moment, as I 
thought, he threw down his mimic plough, and nm 
Co me saying, ^* High i Ma / what makes you caU 90 
Of^ry ! ^an*t la good boy^~-don^t I always run to you 
soon as I hear you call f** I could make no reply, but 
just threw up my arms towards the ftsime. He look- 
ed up and saw the house all on fire : but instead of 
bursting out a crying, as might have been expected 
from a child, he instantly ^rf^A^^^^ up, and seemed 
ready to fly to ertinguish it. But first looking at me 
with great tenderness, he said, ^ OA, Ma! don^tbs 
afraid: God Almighty will help iis^ cfnd we shall soon 
put it out.^ — His loo&s and words revived our spi- 
rits in so wonderful a manner, that we all instantly 
set about to assist him. A ladder was presently 
brought, on which, as I saw in my dream, he ran up 
with the nimbleness of a squirrel ; and the servants 
supplied him with water, which he threw on the firs 
from an American gourd. But that growing weaker, 
the flame appeared to gain ground^ breaking forth 
and roaring most dreadfully, which so frightened the 
servants, that many of them, like persons in despair, 
began to leave him. But he, still Undaunted, contW 
nued to ply it with water, animating the servants at 
die same time, both by hi& word and actionst For a 
long time the contest appeared very doubtful: but at 
length a venerable old man, with a tall cap and- an 
iron rod in his hand, like a lightning rod, reached 
out to him a curious little trough, like a wooden shoe ! 
On receiving this, he redoubled his exerttonSf and 
soon extinguished the fire* Our joy on the occasion 
was unbounded. But he, on the contrary, showing 
DO more of transport now than of terror before, 
looked rather sad at sight of the great harm that had 
been done. Tlien I saw in my dream thatafter soom 
lime spent as in deep thought^ Iw called out with 
•uchjoy, ^ WieU^ Ma ( n§w if you and the famUJf 



xa^hit connni^ ttfe can moU a four better ro&ftkm 
tU$ etier ttfoe i a roof of such a quality^ that if well 
k€^ toj^ethefj ft will last for ever } but if you take it 
aparti you will make the house tea thousand times 
worse than \% was before.'^ 

. TniB^ though certainly a very curious dream^ 
needs no Daniel to interpret it; especially if we 
take Mrs« Washington's new houee^ for the young 
Colony €k>v.ernment->-the fire on its' east side, for 
North's civil war««^the gourd which WashingtOD 
first employed, for the American 3 and 6 months 
iolistments-^the old man with his cap and iron rod, 
for Doctor Franklin^i^the «A^r-/ii^ vessel which he 
reached to Washington, for the Sabot or wooden- 
sh^ed nation, the French, whom Franklin courted 
a long time for*A.merica-o-<ind the new roof pro* 
posed by Washington, for a staunch honest Repub- 
lic-u^that " equal go»emtnent^^ which, by guarding 
idike the welfare of all, ought by all to be so heartily 
beloved as to endure for t^er. 

HAxy it been appointed unto any man to quaff un- 
mingled happiness in thbltie, George Washington 
had been that man. 'For where is that pleasurable 
liigredtent with which his cup was not full and over* 
flowhig? 

CROtrNSDwithhonQur8--4adenwithriches-^--ble«i 
With health-'-'i^nd in Hat joyous prime of 2f, sharing 
each rz/ro/ sweet in the society of a charming^ wo* 
man who doated oft him,, he surely bid fair to 
qpcnd his days and nights of life in ceaseless plea* 
sare-«^But ah !-««as sings the sweet bard of Zkm,. 

O0R days, ^as ! our mortal days, 

Are short -and wretehed too ! / 
^^ EfM mAJfw /" the Patriarch says, 

And weU the Patriarch knew i 
'Tis but at'best, a narrow boand. 

That Heaven dkiu tc^ me» ; 
And pains and mm run tlnxitt^ ibeiMml 

Of tbrae^icore >fM% Md^es! 



Faox this, ihe univetMl bv not Wa8hipgtoi).lM«* 
self coiiAd obtaio exemption* For in the mtxbt of hm 
favocuite labours, of the plough and pruning-hoo|c^ 
covering his extensive farms with all the. Varied de* 
Ughts of delicious fruits and golden grain, of lowing 
herds and snowy flocks, he was suddenly called on 
by his country^ to turn his plough^share into a sword, 
«nd go forth to nieet a torrent of evils which threat^ 
ened her» The fountain of those evils, whence ^t 
length flowed the great civil war, which for ever se- 
parated Britain and her children, I proceed no# 
briefly to state* 

After the reduction of Canada, the British oKc 
cers who commanded on that expedition, came to 
Boston and New-York, on a visit t# their American 
brethren in arms, ^ho had served with them in that 
war. Soon as their arrival was announced, the Am«^ 
ricans flew to meet and welcome them. They wer« 
paraded through the streets as the saviours of the 
land — ^the doors of all were thrown open to receive 
them-— and every day, during their. stay, was spent 
in feasting and public dinners, which, for sake of 
tlicir beloved guests, were made as splendid as po^ 
sible, though always through the aid of obliging 
neighbours. The roouis glittered with borrower 
^/flr^e— wines of every vintage sparkled t>n.the crowd- 
ed side-boards— while the long-extend<:dtable8 were 
covered with finest fish and flesh, succeeded by the 
richest desserts. The British officers were equally 
charmed and ^astonished at such elegant hospitality^ 
and, on their return to England, gave full scope. to 
their feelings. They painted the colonial wealth io' 
the colourings of romance ; and spoke of the Anreri- 
cans as a people, who, in comparison of the British, 
lived like kings« 

Thus, American hospitality, by a strange perver* 
eion, had nearly destroyed American Liberty ! For, 
from that time, the British ministry began to 
look' upon the Americans with an evil eye, and todiF- 
vise ways and n^e^uis to make w^'^bearapart qf.tkw 
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lurdbit /^ But what ^ they meMi by this ? DiddCy' 
iiman to acjcnowledge as as sons of Britons ; equaDy 
free and independent with our brethren in England? 
and, like them, allowed a representation in Parlia* 
ment, who should freely vote our money for the 
eommon cause ? 

Ob no ! an idea so truly British and honourabk, 
was.not at all in their thoughts* We were not to be 
treated as brothersy but as slaves I over whom an un- 
conditional right was claimed, to tax and take our 
property at pleasure ! ! ! 

Keader^ if you be a Briton, be a Briton stilt—* 
preserve the characteristic calm and candour of a 
Briton. I am not about to say one word against 
your nation. No f I know them too well : and thank 
God, I can sa^y^ after several years residence among 
theniy I believe them to be as ffonesfy Charitable^ 
and Magnanimous a people as any under the canopy 
of Heaven. I am about to speak of the ministry- 
only, who certainly, at that time, were a most am- 
bitious and intriguing junto, who by bad means had 
attained power ; and by n^r^^ were endeavouring to 
extend it, even to the destruction of both American 
and British Liberty ^ as the excellent • Mr. Pitt 
charged them« — No Englishman can desire fuller 
evidence than this one tyrannical claim made against 
us by Lord North—" taxation without represetUa* 
tion ! /" As a plea for such despotic dobgs, North 
and his creatures began with boldly trumpeting the 
wonderful kindness they hs|d conferred on America. 
**^ They^ it seems, ^^Jirst discovered the Country /— . 
they settled it — they always had defended it. It wa» 
their blood — th^r treasure-^heir ships and sailors^ 
and soldiers^ that created the British colonies! I 

O DEAR !— and what then ^— why, to be sure, af- 
ter having done such mighty things for the Ameri- 
cans, they had as clear a right to their gold and silver, 
' as a butcher has to the hair and hides of his cattle ! 

This language was Actually carried into Parlia^ 
'ntenti where a Mr Charles Townsend, to enforce 
Uttt stamp «ct, cried out, ^ Who art these Americans f 



At tbfo the brave ColoMl Bftrre, with dieeksin* 
4Mie4 with ▼irfuoua mdtgnfttion^ thuft' thuadetied 
forth against the iosoktit speecbifier." ^ TfmfphaiM' 
ed by your care ! No^ w : your oppre99ion3>filani€d 
them in America. They ftedfrom your tyranny $o 
a then uncultivated and inhoHfitaik country^ where 
they expoeed themmhee to aU the evib tahick a tM- 
demeee^ fitted with hlood-ifurety eavagee^ c^idd 
threaten* And yet^ actuated by true EngReh love of 
MePty^ they thought alltheeeeoils hght in compariopn 
with what they had suffered in their own country^ 
mndfrom you^ who ought to have been theirfriendt. 
^^ They nourished by your indulgence ! No j sir J 
they grew by your neglect. As soon d» you beganto 
indulge them^ that boasted indulgence was to send 
them hungry packs of your own creaturesy to spy out 
' their liberties l^^o misrepresent their acttons'-'-'ana 
toprey upontheirsubstancel-'-^TeSysiryyou sentthem 
men^ -whose behaviour has often caused the blood of 
those sons of Liberty to recoil within the m menpro^ 
moted by you to the highest seats ofjustice^ in that 
oouniry^ who^ to my knowledge^ had good cause to 
dread avourt ^justice in their ownl'-^They protect' 
ad dy your arms I'^^NOy sir I They have nobly tcdemt 
fsp arms in your defence: have exerted a most herok 
valdur^ amidst their daily labours^ for 4he defence oj 
a country whosefrontier was drenched in bloodrWhih 
* its-interior pqrts*gave up aU thdr saoings for^our 
tmohtmenpP^ 

Ai^i^ this was very true. For the Americans had 
not only^ planted, but in a great measure protected 
themselves. In the- French and Indian war, from UUi 
ter^es^they lost nearly SOfOOO of their stoutest young . 
flseiil .And fay regular returns it appears that Maa* 
aftdiufells alone expended about 50,000/1' sterling 
In that \\tan I ! i And moreover, thej had never. he« 
aiia|rd.4ov amoment to fumbh to the lastinan a4d 
ibe last shilling wnatever Britain had re<iuired. 
F % 
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BtTT, ahs! what ^goito tighi ftgikm ^i^ V f 
'When a king wantft money for ht$ own |Mide,'orifi«r 
bb hungry relations^ and when hit minMHera want 
■takes for their gaming tables, or diamond necklaoae 
for d^eirmistresses, they xiriil have it^ though pim^ 
, dered. colonies should lack bread apd spelling booka 
for their children. For in the year '63, whoi the 
' lamp of God was burning with peculiar brightness in 
our land^and both Britain and her colonies enjoyed* 
measure of blessings seldom indulged to the vMimt 
favoured nations-^when, at the very mention of 
Old England, our hearts leaped for joy, as at like 
name of a great and Venerable mother, and that mo- 
ther felt equal transport at thoughts of us, her 
flourishing colonies— when aH the produce of these 
vast and fertile regions was poured into her beloved 
lap, and she, in return^ not allowing us the trouble to 
make even a hob-nail^ heaped our families with all 
the necessaries and elegancies of her ingenious arih- 
iats«~when,though far s^^parated by an ocean's roar, 
we were yet $o united by. love and mutual helpfoi- 
ness, that the souls of Columbus, Raleigh, and SmiUi^ 
looking down from Heaven, with joy beheld die 
;. consummation of all their labours and wishes! At 
that happy period, lord North brought in a bill to 
tax the colonies, without allowing us a voice in thehr 
councils ! ! The colonies were thunderstruck : and 
Britain herself groaning through all her islimda^ 
•* gave signs of-moe^ that all was lost /" 

Doctor Franklin, who was then in England as a 
c<Aony agent, on hearing that this most iniquitous btU 
had actually passed both houses, and was ratified by 
Mie king, wrote to a friend in America.ui these wcmia 
— -" The sun of our Uberty it set. You must all now 
light up the double candles of Industry and £ootio» 
my*. But, above all things, enemrage theymngp^^ 
ide to marry and raisevfcMUren asjastas^ibeyi^nh^ 

MsAKinCv that Amc^rica, yet top weak to rmiak 
Ihe 6httna whkh a wicked mmis^ were (atps^Jfm 
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^im^ ^AmU iiMUMljr fly ^o-k^aifefhorJcreJmarrim^ 

* ftn' ihec heroic youth, to reod the i^oiMtnious bondi 
irntt: th«ir own apd tbeir father'^ arms. 

But the seos of Cohimbia^ though few in number, 
had too long enjoyed the sweets of Liberty and Pro- 

* petty, to part with them so tamely, because a king 
umI his minions had ordered it. No ! blessed be God,« 
their conduct was such as to strike the world with 

.this glorious truth, that a h'ove people^ who knem 
their rights^ art not to be enslaved* 

For, soon as it was told in America, that the 
alamp-act had passed^ the people rose up against it as 
OBe manx-i^he old grudges between churchmen and 
dissenters were instantly forgotten-— every man look- 
ed to his fellow as to a brother for aid against the 
comiitg slavery«*-»their looks on each other were as 
lt|^tnings in a^parched forest*— the sacred fire kin- 
dled, and ran from end to end of the continent. In 
every colcmy the people rushed into patriotic socia- 
ties...reminded each other of their rights«*«denounced 
.the stamp-act as a most audacious infringement— 
burnt in efigy the promoters of it-— destroyed the 
houses of those degenerated Americans^who had re- 
'Reived the stamps to sell — and menaced loudly a 
non-intercourse with Britain, if the act was not tm- 
mei&ately repealed I 

This s]Hrited behaviour filled all England with 
amazement. ■ Every man there, no matter what his 
principles or politics, felt it to the very quick. The 

* manufacturers and merchants trembled ; the tories 
T»ved ;. the whigs rejoiced, and, with the great Pitt 
and Burke at their head, publicly applauded the Ama- 
ricaos, and denounced the stamp-act as entirely coo- 
traiy to-the spirit of British freedom. In short, the 
cry against it was so loud, both in England and Ama- 
rica, that the ministiy, covered with shame, 
(^ged.to give way, and abandon the project. 

Ths doud, which had hung so dark over the ( 
touatries, being thus happily scattered, many begM 

V j|^eherish.the hojpei that we should havea clear alif 
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l^etiMrm Batabs! tKoM golden ^IwtwercgMei Id 
Iteturn no more! CrOTermmeat had-aliowiitWolWdtt 
fooc^-Hnid America had t»k«n a fright which nothing 
bat whole years of kindliest treatment could evnr 
sooth* But, unfoitunatcly, the ministry were in fl(0 
• humour to show that kindness. Long acoustomod 
to speak of the Americans as a paek of ^ cfitvieHs, 
whom bt^ transportation^ they hadUndfy oaioodfrom 
^the galiowsy* instead of giving them credit. for their 
late spirited behaviour, they considered it as the 
height of audacity : and though from necessity they 
had yielded to their demands, they were determined 
to have revenge on the first opportunity. That op- 
portunity was too soon afforded. 

It should have been stated, that with the duty oil 
stamp paper, similar duties had been laid on gkiss, 
tea, &c. &€• all of which had been repealed with the 
stamp act, except that on tea. Thistbe minittry^had 
art&lly reuined : pardy to cover the shame of their 
defeat, but chiefly in hopes oifamiliarizing the Ame- 
ricans with taxation. For though Lord North was 
never, that I know of, charged with being a wizaid, 
vet did he not lack sense to know that if he could 
but^prevail on the young Mammoth to submit to a 
t^x, though as small as a Gnat^ he soon should bring 
him to swallow a Camel! But glory to CkkI !- the 
Americans had too much of British blood, to allow 
an unconstitutional tax in any shape or size. Inde- 
pendent and coy as the birds of their forests, they 
«rould not suffer a stranger's hand even to foucA thie 
sacred nest of their rights* As soon therefore as 
the ministry began, in 1773, to order ^'thecoUe^am 
tf taxes on tea^'* the colonies took fire again : and the 
eild flame of '5d was completely rekindled throij^jh- 
out the continent. But still in die Very stormaml 
tempest of their rage, they never lost sight of the 
TOipect due their moi^r eountiy. I'heir numerous 
lettevs and petitions to the Kiiro, to tfae^PAaui^ 
0mm, and to the vbopjlb of Britakiy ally all, breathe 
^ full ^irit of dutiful children, and of lovii^ 
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IwiMnk U wrjm iM mou modest Mdl fMihft* 
fk^ thejr state the extreme injustice and bartMoify ttf 
such measures— their total inconsistenqy with tfatt 
^irit of the BriiUh Comtitution^hw positive s»> 
admissibility into Americs^— or, inthatevenii tlm 
certainty of a civil war, with all its fatal effects on 
the two countries* • , , 

Tempered with meekness, an4 pointed with truth, 
their arguments reach the hearts of the British patii- 
oAs, who all fly in ea^r myriads to exMngui$h the 
kindling flames of civil war. Foremost of this no* 
ble band is seen the venerable form of Chatham* 
Though worn with years and infirmities, he quite his 
bed ; and, muffled up in, flannels and furs, crawls tP 
the house of lords, to give his last advice, and yet 
avert, if possible, the impending ruin. He rises lb 
^eak. A solemn silence prevails, while the lopks 
of the crowded audience are bending forward tipdn 
him, to catch the accents of his magic tongue. His 
eyes are upon the ground : but his thoughts are not 
there : they are travelling like sun-beams over all 
the earth, t Britain and America, with all their popu- 
lation and interests, lie, open before his vast mind, 
'with the varied evils of the threatened war. In 
Britain he beholds a fearful pause in the pulse of 
industry and JQy--^the loom is still— -the. anvil re- 
sounds no more— while the harbours, late alive with 
! bustling business and cheerful apngs, now crowded 
with silent dismantled ships, present a scene of na- 
tional mourning. In the colonies he sees the plains, 
lately crowned with joyful harvests, now covered 
with arined bands of Britons and Americans rush- 
ing to murderous battle— while in Europe, the proud 
-Spaniard, the sarcastic Gaul, and broad grinning 
Hollander, with shrugs and sneers enjoy the coming 
fray, as a welcome prelude to the downfall of their 
hated rival. He next paints the Americans as nati^ 
,aonsof Britain-— and, at once, enthusiastic lovers of 
Gberty and of their, mother country-^r^wiyy as her 
Mldren^ tOilffive her epcry things f but r as her «te»at 



MdivrMi for tiochiogao much as afieartyracdifctft^* 
Utif^ end a gkulretttrii taX ail the former friettdsbips 
-Md'Mesmgs* At thought of this most 'desiraible of 
«11 e^envsi, the parent soul of the great orator is stir* 
ttA withm him, his angei frame trembles with strotig 
feeling, which heaves his labouring bosom, and 
•wetts his changefol ftice. At length his powerful 
words break forth. 

^ Foit God's sake then, my lords^ let the way be 

* instantly opened for reconciliation. I say instantly ; 

* or it will be too late for crcn The Americans tell 

* jnEHi— 4ind remember,it is the language of the whole 

* continent— «-they tell you, they will Tuver submit to 
^ be taxed without their own consent. They insist 
^ on a repeal of youK laws. They do not askit air a 
** favour. They claim it as a rtffhU They demandiU 
•• -—And I tell-you the acts must be repealed. They 
^ will be repealed. Yoii cannot enforce them. But 
** bare repeal will not satisfy this enlighteiied and spi- 
•• ritrd people. What ! satisfy them by repealing a bit 

' * of paper— by repealing a piece of parchment ! Nol 
** you must declare you have no right to tax them; 
•• Then they may trust you— then they willcone in 
^ you. There are, my lords, three millions of whigs, 
•* in America. Three millions of whigs, with arms 
•* in their hands, are a formidable body! There are, 
^ I trust, double that number of whigs in England : . 
^ And I hope the whigs in both countries will join 
*♦ and make a common cause. They* are united by 
^ the strongest ties of sentiment and interest ; and 
•* will therefore, I hope, fly to support their brethren* 
** In this most alarming and distracted state of our 
^ affairs, though borne down by a cruel disease, I* 
^ have crawled to this house, my lords, to give you 
^ my best advice, which is, to beseech hi^ majesty 
/^H that Orders may instantly be dispatched to General 
^ Gage to remove the troops Irom Boston. Their 
< presence is a source of perpetusd irritation an4 
'^ suspicion to those {leople. How can iflbv trust yoti« 



•^^wiauhe bajndMt at t)k«ir breasts ? They have alt 
^ thereavon in the world to believe that you mean 
^ their death or sktvery . Let Us then set to this bu 
•♦ aiaess in earnest. There is no time to be lost. 
* Every moment is big with danger. Nay, while I 
^ am now speaking, the decisive blow may be struck, 
*^ and millions involved in the dreadful consequen* 
•* CCS ! The very 'first drop of Wood that is drawn, 
** will make a wound perhaps never to be healed— 
*^ a wound of such rancorous malignity, as will, in 
** all probability, mortify the whole body, and hasten, 
^ both on England and America, that dissolution 
*^ to which ail dations are destined." 

Herb was a speech, sufficient, one would have 
thought, to stop the career of the maddest politicians* 
— »But neither this, nor the advice of lord Camden, 
nor the numerous and pathetic addresses from Lo»- 
don,Xiverpool, and Jamaica, could produce the least 
dtange in^the views of the ministry. *^ Let the Ame* 
ricans^^ said lord Gowcr with a siieer, " *i^ taU^ 
tn^ ahout thett /mturai rights ! their divine rights ! 
emd such stuff! we will send them over a few regi* 
mints of grenadiers to help their consultatidns /" 
Thus high-toned was the language of ministry, and 
thus stoutly bent on the submission of the Ameri« 
cans. Indeed, in some instances, they would not 
honour them so far as to give their ^' humble peti- 
tions" a reading ; but consigned them to what tha 
whig opposition pleasantly called, ** the committee of 
^btivion.^ 

Thr tea-tax was, of course, at an^r rate to be col- 
lected. But as there could be no tax without tea, nor 
tea unlesVit Wab sent, several ships of that obnoxious 
weed wei'e purposely dispatched for America. Lord 
Fairfax happened to- be at Mount Vernon whe^ 
Washington received advice from a friend in London 
Aat the tea>^ships werer about to sail.../^ Welly nnf 
hrd^l satd he^ ^' ands^ Pheis^ips, with the gun-fm^ 
4^$ea,t artii ii. seems^ on their wnf to America T* " 
imiWiU^inttiCohi^wkyeh ym call gMnpeirdir 
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** fVhjfj lam mfraid, my lord^ replied WasMiig* 
too, ^ it will prove inftammabk^ and frodme an t9t-' 
plonon that wU^hake both countries. 

The eveot corresponded with Washington's pre* 
diction. Looked on as sent to insult and enslave them, 
the ships were every where received with the heard* 
est curses of the people, who quickly boarded them 
-^n some places furiously emptyfng their fragrant 
cargof;s into the flashing deep«..in others^ sternly 
ordering the captains to depart, under the penalty of 
being instandy tucked up to the yard arms. 

On thearrival of this news in England, the counte* 
nance of the minister was dark with fury; and he pro- 
ceeded, without delay, to mix up for the colonies a 
cup of fiery indignation, of which Boston, it seems, 
was to have the largest dose. As that most unduti*. 
ful child had always led off the dance in outrage and 
rebellion against the parent state, it was determined 
that she should pay the piper for old and ii^u;...that 
her purse should answer for all the tea that had been 
de8troyed...that her luxuriant trade, which had made 
her so wanton, should be taken from her-— and that, 
in spite of her high looks and proud stomach, she 
should sit on the stool of repentance, until his graci- 
ous majesty, George III* should be pleased to pio- 
nounce her pardon ! ! 

On the 'receipt of this intelligence at Boston, the 
passions ofthe people flew up, five hundred degree*, 
above blood-heat! throughout the continent the fever 
raged with equal fury. The colonies all extolled 
Boston for the firmness with which she had asserted 
her chartered rif Ar«....Liberal contributions wei« 
made for her relief: and this ministerial attack on her 
fiberties, was considered as an attack on the libertiee 
ofthe whole, which were now thought to be in such 
danger, as loudly to call for a general congress from 
all the colonies, to deliberate on their eommon ime- 
itat. This most unkingly body commenced iu sea* 
»»io|n iPhiladelphia, September 5th, 1774. They l)e« 
gfMiwith pttbUsmng ^ij^j^righUi^ whtfem thiqr 



icpeaififi ^^ ibeir lojr^jrand lov« to thi^ inother c«ua- 
U^^ togf^thvr with an earneat wish foi- cotutitutiomu 
dependence, oo her. But, at the sanne timCf they beg^ 
ged leave to assure her, that though she, in her eSr 
ceasive fondness, might suffer herself to be bound 
and insiilted by North and Bute, and other Philia- « 
tine lords, yet they, for their parts, were resolved* 
like true sons of British Sampsons, to rise and fight 
to the last locks of their heads* They asserted, and 
bagged leave to do it pretty roundly too, as it waa 
now high time to speak plain, that by the immutabk 
law ofnature^^hy the principles of the British cof^ 
9titution*,M7%d by their several charters^ they had a 
right to liberty, the liberty of British subjects-^that 
their ever honored ^M^tj, at the time of their emi- 
gration to this country, were entitled to all the 
rights of freemen— -and since, by such emigration 
they had neither forfeited nor surrendered these 
rights^-^that they their children, were determined, 
at the risk of every thing short of their eternal sal* 
vation^ to defend and to transmit them entire to 
their innocent and beloved offspring." 

Millions of choice spirits in England, Scotland, 
and Ireland, cried out " thaCs well said I and may 
God's arms strike with our Jimerican brethren!^ 
This was coming to the point, and produced the ef- 
fect that might have been expected. For, instantly 
all exportation of arms and ammunition to America 
was prohibited— large reinforcements were sent tp 
the king's troops at Boston-.— and every step was ta- 
ken to compel the colonies to submission. This fill- 
. ed up the measure of American hatred to the minify 
try, and calle4 forth the most vigorous preparations 
for war. Every ounce of gunpowder was husbanded 
like so much gold-dust. Powder-mills and musquet- 
manufactories were erected in most of the colonies j 
while others, not liking this slow way of doing 
things, laid violent hands at once upon all the king^s 
arms and ammunition that could be found 
G 
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The tremendous cloud of cml war was now rc«^ 
dy to burst :. and April the 19th, 1/75, was the fatal 
day marked out by mysterious heaven, for tearing 
away the stout infant colonies from the long-lovea 
paps of the old mothercountry. Early that morn- 
ing, general Gage, whose force in Boston was aug- 
mented to 10,000 men, sent a detachment of 1000 to 
destroy some military stores which the Americans 
had collected in the town of Goncord^ near Lexing- 
ton^ On coming to the place, they found the town 
militia assembled on tiie green near the road. 
" Throw down your arms^attd dtsperse^you rebek^'^' 
was the cry of Pitcairn the British officer ; which 
was immediately followed by a general discharge of 
the soldiers ; whereby eight of the Americans were 
killed, and several wounded. The provincials re- 
tired. But finding that the British still continued 
their fire,, they returned it with good interest*; and^ 
soon strewed the green with the dead and wounded*. 
Such fierce discharges of musquetry produced the 
effect that might have been expected in a land o£ 
freemen, who saw their gallant brothers suddenly 
engaged in the strife of death. Never before hack 
the bosoms of the swains experienced such a tumultc 
of heroic passions. Then throwing aside the imple- 
ments of husbandry, and leaving their teams in the 
half-finished furrows, they flew to their houses ^ 
snatched up their arms ; and bursting from their wild 
shrieking wives and children, hasted to the glorious^ 
field where liberty, heaven-born goddess,, was to 
be bought for blood. Pouring in now from every 
J^uarter, were seen crowds of sturdy peasants, with 
Pushed cheeks and fiiamrng; eyes^ eager for battle !" 
Even age itself forgot its wonted Infirmities : and 
hands,, long palsied with years, threw aside the 
cushioned crutch, and grasped the deadly firelocks 
Fast as they came up, their ready muskets began to. 
pour the long red streams of fiery vengeance. The 
enenny fell back, appalled ! The shouting farmers,, 
swift closing on their rear,, followed their ste^s witk 
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4eadi, whflle the Bridsh, ts fast ts they could load, 
wheeling on their pursuers, returned the deadly pla* 
toons. Like some tremendous whirlwind, whose 
roaring sweep all at once darkens the day, riding the 
'air in tempests ; so, sudden and terrible, amidst 
clouds of dust, and smolce, and flame^the £ight of 
Britain's warriors thundered along the road* But 
their flight was not in safety. Every step of their . 
'retreat was stained with the trickling CTimson. Eve- 
ry hedge or fence by which they passed, took large 
toll of hostile carcasses. They would, in all protm- 
bility, have been cut off* to a man, had not general 
Gage, luckily recollected^ that,&orn of Britons^ these 
Yankees might possess some of the family valour; 
and therefore sent 1000 m^n to support the detach- 
4nent« This reinforcement met the poor felloiis, 
faint with fear and fatigue, and brought them safe* 
!y off to Boston. 

In this their first field, the American farmers 
gleaned of the British about sixty-three, in slain, and 
two hundred and eighty wounded and prisoners. 
The fire of civil discord ^now broke out a roaring 
flame : and, with equal ardour, both parties hasten 
ed to clap on the " kettle ofwar.^ 

National prejudices ought to be scouted from the 
face of the earth. Colonel Grant actually said in 
parliament, that " withjive regiments he could mar 
through all America 1 1 P'* Oh! had that profouNd 
philosopher but behdd the scrub race above, be 
might have learned two ihings...fiTstj that he was 
never bom to be a prophet. And seer ^'-^ ♦has 
is not^to this or that country exclusively, tnat «v^ s^je 
to look for brave men, but in every country wh ^ 
the people are accustomed to breathe the proud|* 
of liberty, and to rejoice in the sweet fruits of thif 
labours as all their own. 

Soon as the battle of Lexington was told to tfie 

astonished ministry in England, a grand caucuH of 

lords was held, to consider the best ways and mltf/ft^ 

to bring the rebels to tlieir senses. <^ One spoke 

Oi 
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ipAer this mapncrf and another after. tTiat.*^ Prcseptly 
ttp rose lord Qcorge Grermaine, and wifh allMo- 
loch in his looks, hurkd the curses pfAnis^^kagsiin^ 
the Americans. ** Vengeance I gentlemen!** he cri- 
ed^ ^^ vengeance! ypur insulted island — ^your woun^ 
ed honour— your mi^rdered countrymen-r-all cry 
haooc i and bid sljp the dogs of war. Gods ! can w^ 
sit debating here, when rank rebellion. lords it over 
•ur colonies, and the tongues of rebel curs are red in 
die blood of our bravest, soldiers slain. No ! let pur 
swift-avenging armies fly across the ocean, and light- 
ing like a tornado on the rebel continent, from end tp 
end, with fire and sword sweep both town and 
country before them.*' 

Hbr£ the celebrated Mr. Wilkes, in the spirit of 
a True Briton, roared out s " Aye, that*s right f 
d)at*s right ! lord George ! that's exactly according- 
to our old English proverb— —^A^^r«ra<^rMVc^w* 
ard, the crueller the devil i^ 

" Coward I Sir /'* replied lord George, Wack with 
yage. *•, Coward! what do you mean by that^ sir ?** 

** Imean^ sir^^ returned Mr. Wilkes, *• tfiat th€ 
hero who could not stand Jire on the plains o/Minderij 
does well to . advise jire and sword . in tf^e woods of 
America^ . 

Upon this, the unlovely names of liar and scoun- 
drel were exchanged .with a freedom which showed 
that in the quarrel with America the passiqns of the 
two parties knew no bounds. Happily for America^ 
this spirit of Mr. Wilkes was not peculiar to him- 
selfc Thousands of enlightened and virtuous whtg^ 
lireathed it with equal ardour. The gallant duke of 
Buckingham, on hearing how bravely the Ameri- 
cans had behaved at Lexington, exclaimed, " Well^ 
thank God ! there are yet some veins in the world that 
beat high with British blood P'^ 

Lord Effingham, also, being required to take up 
arms against th$ Americans, returned his, sword| to 
the king, s^X^^t ^ ^^ f^ teceivedit on oath^ $§ 
m^ainthecauseofjusiici^ndtofofpreMifnl!^ • 
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But though the right heada in England were, nu- 
nerous, they were, not suflkiently so to direct die 
wrong heads—— A feeble minister, and his puny 
lordKngs, stiU held the reins ; and though, compar- 
ed with the great nation which they, governed, thqr 
seemed but as monkeys on the back of a mammoth, 
y^t they had, too long, the fatal art so to blindfold 
and goad the noble animal, as to make her run riot 
over her own children, and crush thousands of them 
into their bloody graves. 

On this day, June. 12, 1775, general Gage issued 
his proclamation of rebellion^ with threats of heaviest 
vengeance against the rebels ; extending ho>«rever in 
the king's name, the golden sceptre of mercy to all 
true penitents, Samuel Adams, and John Hancock, 
e^cepjted.^ These gentlemen, by their extraordinary 
seal in the cause of liberty, had so mortally offended 
the ministry, that nothing short of their lives could 
m^ke atonement. Orders were sent privately to Ge- 
neral Gage, to seize and hang them in Boston, or to 
send them over in irons to He hung in England. But 
God gave his angels charge of them, so that not a 
hair or their heads was hurt. 

The British, 10,000 strong, ,y^ ere still in Boston, 
where, ever since the affair of Concord, they had 
been surrounded by an army of 20,000 provincials, 
all so eager to take the city by storm^ that it was with 
the greatest difficulty their officers could restrain 
them. 

How adorable the goodness of God for ordering 
that the jninisterial attack on our liberties, should £au 
on the, populous and high-toned New-Englanders ! 
The heroic spirit with which they repelled it, should, 
to eternity, endear them to their southern bretkr^m* 
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CH AVTEB IX. 



Battle of Bunkef^9-hiB'^f Sullivan's Jbland^Decht- 
ration of Independence^^Defeat of the JmericofU 
on Long'Jsland'^Hotve threatens viblently'^Timet 
squally^ 



•*— — And fame of Bunker's hill endure, 
Till time itself shaU be no more. 



THIS hill of fame still lifts his yellow brow, half 
hid in sedge, on the plains of CharlesCown-^B. lovely 
port north ot Boston, to which it is united by an ele* 
gant bridge* To . confine die British as closely as 
possible to Boston, the American generals, on the 
night of June 16, dispatched 1500 men to throw u{i 
an entrenchment on Bunker*s-hill. The party did 
not begin their work till about 12 o'clock ; but ex«> 
erted such a spirit, that, by day»break, they had sor* 
robnded themselves with a tolerably decent ditch- 
without embrasures indeed, because they had na 
cannon to stare through them ; nor even a bayonet to 
bristle over its ridges. 

Soon as the rosy mom appeared, they were disco* 
vered by the British men oi war, which quickly salu* 
ted them with their great guns and mortars. But, re* 
gardless of shells and shot, the dauntless Yankees 
still drank their Switchel* and plied their work. 



* A mild moralizing malmsey, made of molasses 
and water, which the prudent Yankees drink, to the 
g;reat benefit of their health and senses, while t . xjamy 
•f dieir southern neighbours are be«fooling be» 

f^MSOfting themselves with grog. 
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• ViitBiivid that his tfhips of war, with all their thunr 
dcTB, had not been able to dislodge them, 6a^ or- 
dtred to their aid 3000 inen with a train of artillciTt' 
Under command of Generals Howe and Pigot* nf 
twelve o\:lock they were all safely landed on the 
Chaiiestown side, near Bunker's*hill, the destined 
filace of storm* An interesting scene is now about to 
Open«--«for not only the British and American armiet 
m)m the neighbouring heights, are eagerly lookiM 
on ; but all the surrounding countiy, timely alarmed, 
are running together, in terror, to behold the coming 
fight. Among the crowding spectators are seen thou- 
sands of tender females, with panting bosoms and 
watery eyes, fixed upon the fields below, anxiously 
waiting the fate of their Brothers, Fathers, and hus- 
bands. After a hurried moment spent in forming, 
the British troops began to advance in heavy columns, 
with all the martial pomp of flying colours and ratding 
drums. At the same time^J^-eiBer^of-Crag^ th^ 
beautiful port^fJCharieSo^^nTof 300 fine buimings, 
With tt tali steepled church, was wrapped in flames, 
roaring like distant thunder, and tossed on eddying 
winds in fiery billows to the clouds — whiles for and, 
wide, the adjoining plains are covered with Briush 
soldKers in crimson regimentals and shining arms, 
moving on the attack with incessant discharges of 
muskets and great gnins. Close, on the brow of the 
liill, appears the little fort, dimly seen through smoke, 
and waved over by one solitary flag, and very unlike 
to stand the shock of so powerful an armament. Rut 
the Americans are all wound up to the height of the 
enthusiasm of Liberty : and, lying close behind their 
works, with fowling pieces loaded with baU and buck- 
shot, wait impatiently for the approaching enency. 
'Phcir brave countrymen, Putnam and Warren,, sm 
in the fort, constantly reminding them of that glorioui 
mheritance, liberty, which they received from their 
gallant fathers, and now owe to their own dear chiU 
dbrem— **'^' I>onU throw awai/ a single shot^ my bravr 
{ellart « ** said old Putnam. *^ DonU ihrou away a nn* 
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gte 9hotf ha taiegyadaim : nor touch a triggtr^iB 
you can Met the whites of their etfeo*^ 

Trii steady reserve of fire^ even after dke Britidi 
9iad come up within pistol-shot, led them to hope tliaift 
the Americans did not mean to resist and manv of 
their friends on the heightsliad neariy given up all for ^ 
lost. But as soon as tlie enemy were advanced within 
the fatal distance marked, all at once a thousand trig* 
•gers were drawn : and a sheet of fire, wide as the 
whole front of the breast-work, tursted upon them 
with most ruinous effect. The British instantly came 
to a halt — still keeping up their fire— but altogether 
at random and ineffectual, like men in a panit. While 
full exposed, within point-blank shot, ranks on ranks 
fell before the American marksmen, as the heavy- 
eared com before the devouiing hail-storm, when | 
with whirlwind rage it smites the trembling earth, 
and rushes on, smoking and roaring through the de- 
solated fields. . The eneniy still maintained their 
ground like Britons, though all in front was nothing 
tut, one wide destructive flash; and nought aro«uiid 
but heaps of their shrieking, dying comrades. But in 
a few minutes the slaughter became so generaV that' 
they could stand it no longer, but broke and fled in the 
utmost disorder^ to the shore side ; and some even 
took refuge in their boats ! Their officers with <ome ' 
difficulty brought them back to a secoi^d charge, when 
the Americans waiting till they had come up within 
a few rods of the fort, recommenced their fire, with a 
mortality which broke and drove them again. Some 
of the officers attempted to bring them on a third time f 
but others cried out, ** Mw it was no better than 
murder P^ It is probable they would hardly hare 
made another effort, had not the generals Clinton and 
Burgo3me, spectators of their defeat, hastened over 
from Boston with fresh troops to their aid. 

Tkb Americans, being nearly destitute of amma- 
flition, and attacked by such superior force, were ol^ 
lig^^d to retreat, which they (Ud ta tolerable order, but 
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*ot till thej^had given the enemy, as tiiey mounted tht 
works, their last cartridges, and.tosome of them the 
buts of their gun8*..for want of Isayonets. The Bri- 
tish, 'tis' true, by such great advantage of numbers 
and weapons, gained the day ; but sung no te deumm 
To have given 1350 men killed and wounded, for a 
poor ditch of 12 hours labour, seemed to them a bar- 
gain hardly worth thanking God for. 

Among the Heroes whom this d^ immolated on 
the altar of Patriotism, was Dr. Joseph Warren,' 
whose memory will be held sacred as long as gratitude 
or honour live among men. The British lost Major 
Pitcaim, author of the murders at Lexington a few 
weeks before! , 

During the autumn and winter of 1775, Waslv- 
ington could effect nothing against the British, but to 
hold them close confined in Boston, where the scurvy 
prevailed, and proved very fatal. To remedy this 
evil, immense quantities of live stock and vegetables 
were shipped from Britain— 5,000 fat oxen ; 14,000 
aheep...l2,000 hogs, with 22,000 pounds sterling 
worth of sour-crout! ! ! And nearly the same amount 
in hay, oats and beans, for a single regiment of ca^ 
valry! ! " Blessed are the meekP'* for they shall save 
a world of expense. 

In consequence of some disturbances this year, in 
South-Carolina, in favour of the ministry. Sir Peter 
Parker was dispatched ,with nine ships of war, and 
a large land force, commanded by Clinton and Com- 
wallis, to make an attempt on Charleston, the capi- 
tal. Before the ships could be brought to pay their 
respects to the town, they must, it seems, pass a lit- 
tle fort on Sullivan's Island. This, however, being 
defended only by raw militia, was hardly looked on as 
an obstacle. Happily for America, the command of 
the fort had been committed to general Moultrie ; for 
the chief in command, Gen. Charles Lee, though 
otherwise brave, was ever in the frights at the thought 
of a British man of war ; and for ?Lgeneraly much too 
free in lending his fe to others. For, while MoitK 
H 
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trie was showing him the fort, and in the language of 
• a fiery patriot, was boasting what handsome resist* 
ance he hoped it would make ; Lee with infinite scorn 
replied, ** Pshaw ! a mere slaughter house ! a mere 
•laughter house ! sl British man of war will kndck it 
about your ears in half an hour !" He even proposri 
to abandon the fort ! The courage of one man saved 
Charleston, and perhaps the State* That fortunate 
man was John Rutledge, Esq. governor of South- 
Carolina. He insisted that the fort should bejdefend* 
ed to the iast extremity. Moultrie was called in. 
" Well, general Moultrie,** said gov. Kutledge, 
" what do you think of giving up vhe fort ?'* Moultrie 
could scarcely suppress his indignation. ^* No man^ 
sir,** said he to Lee, " can have a higher opinion of 
the British ships and seamen than I have. But there 
are others who love the smell of gunpowder as well as 
they do ; and give us but plenty of powder and ball, 
sir, and let them come on as soon as they please.** His 
courage was quickly put to the test; for about 10 
o'clock, on the 28th of June, in the glorious 1776, 
sir Peter Parker, with seven tall ships formed his 
line, ami bearing down within point-blank shot of Aft 
fort, let go his anchors and began a tremendous fire. 
At cvcrv thundering blast he fondly hoped to see the 
militia take to the sands like frightened rats from an 
old barn on fire. But, widely different from his hopes, 
the mil'tia stood their ground, firm as the Blatk*jacks 
of theii land ; and levelling their four-and-twenty 
pounders with good aim bored the old hearts of oak 
through and through at every fire. Their third broad- 
side carried away the springs on the cables of the com- 
modore's ship, which immediately swung arouud 
right stem upon the guns of the fort — ^** Hurra ! my 
sons of thunder,** was instantly the cry along the Amc* 
rican battery, ^^ look handsomely to the commodore ! 
now mv boys, for your best respects to the commo- 
dore !** Little did the commodore thank them for such 
reepectsi for in a short time he had 60 of his bravecrew 
l^ing lifeless on his decks, and hiscockpit stowed witk 
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llie wounded. At one period of the action* the quor* 
ter*deck was cleared of every soul, except Sir Peter 
irimself. Nor was be entirely excused ; for an ho- 
nest cannoa*balI, by way of broad hint that it was out 
-of character for a Briton to fight against liberty, rude- 
fy snatched away the bag of his silk breeches. Thus 
Sir Peter had the honour to be the first, and I believe 
the only Sans Culotte ever heard of in American na» 
tural history ! ! 

The Americans 9tood the fire like Salamanders ; 
or the neighbouringshores were lined with thousands 
of their dearest relatives, anxiously looking on ! the 
British tars, poor fellows ! had no sisters, mothers, 
nor wives, spectators of their strife ; but fought, not- 
withstanding, with their wonted heroism. Long ac* 
customed to mastery in battles with the French, and 
greatly out-numbering the fort both in men and guns, 
they counted on certain victory ; and thb-' dreadfully 
handled, scorned to yield. Immense were the ex- 
ertions on both sides ; and while the powder of the 
fort lastv^d, the conflict was awfully grand-— >From 
^ips to fort, and from fort to ships again, all below 
•eeemed one stream of solid fire ; all above, ene vast 
mountain of smoke darkening the day, while uninter- 
mitted bursts of thunder deafened all ears, and far 
around shook both land and sea. 

The heroes in the fort won immortal honour. One 
brave fellow, a Serjeant Jasper, observing the flag- 
staff shot a way, jumped down from the fort rn the 
beach, in the hottest fury of the battle, and snatching 
«p the flag, returned it to its place, streaming defi- 
ance, with a—** Hurra, my boys, liberty and America 
for ever." Governor Rutledge rewarded him with a 
sword. Another Serjeant, McDonald, while roaring 
away with his 24 pounder, was terribly shattered^ a 
esnnon ball. When about to expire, he lifted up his 
djin^ eyes and said^-—" My brave countrymen, 1 die ; 
but don't let the cause of Liberty die with me." Now 
• uder and louder stilly peal on peal, €he American 
^ ' ttnder barst ford^ with earthHtPentbling oras^hes : and 
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the Bridsh tlups, after a long and gallant 8tniggk« 
hauled off with a good fortnight's worth of work for 
surgeons, carpenters and riggers* 

Sir Peter was so dumb-founded by this drubbmg^ 
that it took him full eiffht*and-&>rty hours to recover 
his stomach for his beef and pudding. So wonderful- 
ly had it let him»down, that even his black pilots grew 
impudent upon him. *For as he was going out over 
the Bar, he called to Cudjo (a black fellow, a pilot 
who was sounding the depth of the water) **^ Cud- 
jo ! (says he) What water have you got there ?" 

*' What water, massa I what water? why salt wa- 
ter, be sure sir !«..sea water al way salt water, an't he^ 
massa ?'' 

^ Yon black rascal,! knew it was salt water. I otAy 
wanted to know how much water you have there l^ 

^^ How much water here, massa ? how much^irater 
here ! God bless me, massa ! where I going get quart 
pot for measure him i" 

This was right down impudence; and Cudjo richly 
deserved a. rope's end for it: but Sir Peter, a good 
natured man, was so tickled with the idea of measur- 
ing the Adantic ocean with a quart pot, that he broke 
into a hearty laugh, and ordered Cudjo a stiff drink 
of grog. 

'TwAS the celebrated Samuel Chase, the Demos- 
thenes of Maryland, who first taught the^ startled 
vaults of Congress hall to re-echo the name of Inde- 
pendence* After enumerating many % glaring instance 
of ministerial violation of American rights— on all of 
which George the Third, the expected father of his 
people, had looked with a most unfatker{y calmnes^-^ 
his countenance became like the dark stormy cloud 
edg'd with lightning^^i-then swinging his arm in the 
air, with a tremendous stamp and voice of thunder, 
that made the hollow dome resound, he swor e - 
a mighty oath, ^^ that he owed no allegiance to the king 
of England!" 

Maitt in Congress trembled at hearing such s 
•peechi andf oa mention of Independence^ feb dii 
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p«ng which nature feels when soul and body are 
parting. But fearing that ** true friendship ceuldnt-' 
ver grow again^ where wounds of deadly haU had 
pierced 80 deepy^ they at length resolved to part. The 
gentlemen appointed by Congress to frame the de«> 
claration of Independence, were Thomas Jefferson, 
John Adams, Dr. Franklin, R. Sherman and R. 
R. Livingston. On hearing their nomination to a 
task so high and arduous, they met ; and after some 
conversation on the subject, parted, under the agree* 
ment that each of their number should cfraft his own • 
declaration, and read it next day,, in rotaition to the 
rest. At the fixed hour next day, they met— but 
** ivho should read first^^ was the question. Mr. 
Jefferson was fixed on ; and, after much importunity, 
consented to read his form, which had the honour to 
g^ve such complete satisfaction, that none other was 
read. 

A FEW days after this. Lord Howe came upon the 
coast with a forest of men of war and transports, sha- 
ding far and wide the frightened ocean, and bearing 
nearly 4O,000 men, British^ Hessians, and Waldeck*- 
ers. Supposing that this had intimidated the Ameri- 
can commander. Lord Howe wrote a letter to him, 
directed — ** George Washington^ Eftq.^^ This the ge- 
neral refused to receive ! looking on it as an insult to 
Congress under whom he had the honour to bear the 
commission of Commander in Chiefs and should have 
been addressed as such. General Howe then sent an 
officer (Colonel Patterson) to converse, with him oa 
the subject of re'co/ia/ia^i^/j— Having hearcfwhat he 
had to say, Washington replied, " by what has yH 
appeared, sir, you have no power but to grant pardons^ 
But We^ who have committed no faults^ want no par'- 
dons ; for we are only fighting for our rights as the 
descendants of Englishmen.^'* 

The unfortunate defeat of Long-Island now took 

place on August 28th, which, though the hottest day 

in the yeoTy had like to have been xh^ freezing poirrt 

in the American affairs. For on this day, the British 

H 2 . 
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with an infinite superiority of force, after having 
defeated the Americans with great loss, were invest* 
ing the slender remains of their army ; and had ac- 
tually broke ground within six hundred yards of the 
little redoubt that feebly covered, their front* SooB 
as it was dark, ^Washington ordered the troops tc 
convey their baggage and artillery to the water side, 
whence it was transported over a broad ferry all nig^ 
long, with amaaing silence and order. Providentiall} 
a thick fog continued next morning till ten o^clock 
when that passed away* and the sun broke out, the 
British were equally surprised and enraged to see the 
rear guard with the last of the baggage in their boats 
and out of all danger. 

Lord Howe, supposing that such a run of misfor- 
tianes must have put congress into a good humour to 
think about peace^ signified a willingness to have a. 
frand talk on the subject. Congress sent Dr. Frank- 
Tin, Mr. Adams, and Mr. Rutledge, each with his 
belt of wamj)um. But finding that his lordship was 
•till harping on the old string, pardons! pardons! 
Aey very soon closed the conference. 

Towards the close of this trying campaign, it is 
a fact, that Washington had not 3000 men ; and even 
these were so destitute of necessaries^ that nothing 
but their love and veneration for him kept them to- 
gether. And with this handful he had to oppose a 
idctorious army, of nearly forty thousand veterans ! ! 
But Jehovah, the God of Hosts, was with him : and 
•ft' times, in the ear of the slumbering hero, his voice 
was heard, ^^ fear not; for I am with thee. Be not d^^ 
mayedsfor lam thy God^."— Hence under all the dis- 
heartening circumstances of this campaign. Washing* 
ton not only kept up his own spirits, but cheered those 
of his drooping comrades. Hearing his officers ont 
day talk about the gloominess of the American affairs 
he humorously clasped his neck with his hands, and 
said with a smile, " I really cannot believe yety thai 
mm neckxvas ever made for a halter ! 
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For four months, during the sunvmer and fall o f 
1776, the A^iericans were obliged to retreat befort 
Ae enemy, who completely over*ran the Jerseys, fill- 
ing every town and hamlet with their victorious troops 
—During their pursuit through the Jerseys, the be- 
haviour of the Hessians towards the country peopU 
was barbarous in the extreme. To make them fight 
the better, it seems they had been told that the Ame«i 
riicans, against whom they were warring, were not 
(like the Europeans) Christiana and gentlemen^ but 
mere savages^ a race of Cannibals, who would not on- 
ly tomahawk a poor Hessian, and haul off his hide for 
a drunCs head^h\x% would just as lieve barbacue and 
e2it him as they would a pig. *' Vat! VatP^ cried 
die Waldeckers, with eyes staring wild 'and big as 
billiard balls, ^^ Vat ! eat Hessian man up like vun 
hog ! OK mine God and Yader ! vot peoples ever bia 
heard of eat Christian man before ! Vy ! shure> des 
Mericans must be de deble/' 

This was Hessian logic : and it inspired them with 
the utmost abhorrence of the Americans, to whom 
they thought the worst treatment much too good-— 
they burnt houses— -destroyed furniture — killed the 
stock— aAi/ive^ the -women ! and spread consternation 
and ruin along all their march. 

To save their families from such horrid tragedies 
the Americans flocked in by thousands to general 
Howe, to take the oath of allegiance. And the best 
judges were of opinion, that this alarming apostacy 
. would soon become general throughout the two great 
stat^ of Pennsylvania and New-Jersey ! And indeed 
no wonder ; for to most people it appeared that the 
cause of liberty was a gone cause. But, still firm as 
the iron rudder-bands that maintain the course of the 
ship in her trembling flight over raging seas, so firm- 
ly did Washington cleave to his countrymen, and co- 
yer thehr retreat. 

Thet had been obliged to retreat from Long- 
Island to New-Tork, from New- York, over the Huot 
son, to New-Jersev» and now over the Delaware9 ta» 
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PeDnsylrama* *^ My Qod ! general Ifashltigtcm, how 
** long shall we retreat ?" said general Reed, ** where 
<* shall we stop?" " Why sir,*^ replied Washington, 
•* if we can do no better, weMl retreat over ever}' ri- 
** ver in America ; and last of all over the mountains, 
•* whence we shall nev«r lack opportunities to annoy, 
^ and finally, I hope, to e^pel the enemies of our 
** country." 

But, God be thankedy our toils and trials were not 
to be pushed to such sad extremities : for general 
Howe, having driven the Americans to the western 
gide of the Delaware, stationed 4000 men in Trenton, 
Bordentown, and Burlington, on its eastern l^ank; and 
then returned with the main army to eat their winter 
puddings in Brunswick and New- York. Here, Wash- 
ington, with joy, first discovered an opportunity to 
make a blow. Not doubting, but that such a long 
mn of success had taught the enemy to think very 
highly of themselves^ and as meanly of the Americans; 
and suspecting, too, that at Christmas, which was 
close at hand, instead of watching and praying like 
good Christians, they would, very likely, be drinking 
and hopping like fools, he determined then and there 
if possible to break up thtir winter quarters. To this 
end he broke his little remnant of an army into three 
divisions ; two of which he committed to generals 
j^ing and Cadwallader to attack at Bordentown and 
Burlington. The third he meant to lead in person t-^ 
the heavier charge on Trenton. Every thing being 
in readiness by Christmas night, as sooif as it was dark, 
they struck their tents, and moved off in high spirit?, 
cmce more to try their fortune against an enemy long 
victorious. But alas ! the enthusiasm of the gallac { 
Cadwallader -and Ewing was soon arrested ; for on 
arriving at the river, they found it so filled with 
ice, as to preclude all possibility of crossing— 
Thus, to their inexpressible grief, was blasted the 
ardent wish to . aid their beltned chief in this 
his last bold attempt to save America. Ignorant 
•f die &Uiu« of iwo^thirds of his plan, Washington 
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and his little forlorn hope, pressed on through the 
darksome night, pelted by an incessant storm of hail 
and snow. On approaching the river, nine miles a- 
fcove Trenton, they heard the unwelcome roar of ice, 
loud crashing along the angry flood. But the object 
before them was too vast to allow one thought about 
diiHculties. The troops were instantly embarked, 
and after five hours of infinite toil and danger, land- 
ed, some of them frost-bitten^ on the same shores 
with the enemy. Forming the line, they renewed 
their march, Palcj and slowly moving a^ong the 
neighbouring hills, was seen, (by Fancy's eye) the 
weeping genius or libbrty. Driven from the 
rest of the world, she had fled to the wild woods of 
America, as to an assured asylum of rest.— ——* 
Here she fondly hoped, through long unfailing tim«, 
to see her children pursuing their cheerful toils, un- 
starved ^nd uncrushed by the inhuman few. But 
alas ! the inhuman few^ with fleets and armies, had 

tursued her flight ! Her sons had gathered around 
er, but they had failed — some, on their bloody beds: 
others dispersed ; all desponding. One little band aionw 
remained! and, now, resolved to defend her or perish, 
were in rapid march to face her foes* Pale znd in tears, 
with eyes often lifted to iieaven, she moved along 
with her children to witness perhaps the last conflict. 
The Sun had just tipt with gold the adjacent bills, 
when snowy Trenton, with the wide-tented fields of 
the foe, hove in sight. . To the young in arms this was 
an awful scene : and Nature called a short-lived ter* 
ror to their hearts. But not unseen of Washington 
was their fear. He marked the sudden paleness of 
their cheeks, when first they beheld the enemy,^ and 
quick, 'with half-stifled sighs, turned on him their 
wistful looks. As the big lion of Zara, calling hia^ 
brindled sons to battle agamstthe mighty rhinoceros, 
if he m)ark thbir falling manes, and sees them crouch- 
ing to his side, instantly puts on all his terrorsi-^his 
jeyes roU in blood — ^he shakes the forest withtfi* 
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deepening roar, iill^ kindled ' y their father^s fire, the 
maddening cubs swell with answering rage, and 
spring undaunted on the monster. Thu&stately and 
terri le rode Cohim^>tc?s^rst and greatest son^ aloi^ 
the front of his halting tnx>ps. I'he eager wish ^r 
battle flushed over his burning face, as, rising on \Ak 
stirrups, he waved his sword towards ^the hostile 
camp, and exclaimed, ^^ There ! my brave friends ! 
. there are the enemies of your country / aud nowj mil 
J ask of you, is^just to remember what you are al out 
tofghtfor* March r^ His looks and voice rekindled 
all their fire, and drove them undaunted to the 
cliarge. The enemy saw their danger when it was 
too late ! i)ut, as if res^ilved by taxing their courage, 
to pay for their carelessness, they roused the thunder 
of their drums, and flew to arms. But before they 
could form, the Americans, led on by Washington, 
advanced upon them in a stream of lightning, which 
soon decided the contest. By the musket of the in- 
trepid captain (now general) Frelinghuysen, of New- 
Jersey, fell CoL Kahl, a brave German who Qom- 
nianded the enemy. The ghosts of forty of his covn-- 
trymen accompanied him ; and very nearly one 

fmsand were made prisoners. live hundred 
iliA horse eifected their escape to EordeRton. 
uld Ewing and Cadwallader have crossed the 
r'river, agreeably to Washington's p'an, the eticmy'a 
whole line of cantonments would have bt^n com- 
pletely swept ! ! 

To rouse his desponding countrymen Washing- 
ton immediately marched down to Philadelphia, and 
niade triumphal entry with his prisoners, preceded 
by their cannon and colours, and wagons,* bristling 
with muskets and bayonets. The poor tofies. could 
scarcely believe their own eyes. JVi any of the whtgs 
wept for joy. 

'I'o remove froni the minds of the Hessians, theiV 
ilKgrounded dread of the Americans, Washmgton 
took great care, from the moment they fell into iiia 
bands, to have them treated with utmost tender- 
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nets and generosity. He contrived that the wea'thy 
Dutch farmers should come in trom the country and 
converse with them. 1 hey seemed very agreeably 
surprised at such friendly attentions. The Dutchmen 
at ien^ih proposed to them to quit the British service 
and become farmers. ••••• A.t this the Hessians paused 
a lie tie, and said someihing a'>out parting with iheir 
coun:i t/. 

♦•^ Tour country I""* said the farmers, "Poor fcl owa! 
*' whtrre is your country i You have no country. To 
** 8U[>port his pomps and pleasures your prince has 
** torn you from your countr}% and for 30/. a-head 
** sold you like slaves to fight against us, who never 
** trou led you. Then leave the vile employment and 
^* come live with us. ^^ur lands are rich; Come help 
" us to cultivate them. Our ta'}Ies are covered with 
*^ fat meats, and with milk and hooey. Come sit 
** down and eat with us li ^e brothers. Ourclau.hters 
*^ are young and • eautiful and good* Then shew 
** yourselves worthy^ and you shall have our daugh- 
** ters : and we will givx you of our lands and cattle, 

that you may work, and become rich and happy as 
** we are. You were told that Gcneril Washington 
*' and the Americans were savages and would de- 
*^ vour you ! 13 ut from the moment you threw down 
" your arms, have they not been as kind to you as 
** you had any ri^ht to eX|>ect V^ 

" O YES !*' cried they,** and a thousand times more 
** kind than we deserved. We were told the Ameri- 
" cans would show us no pity, and so we were cruel 
*' to them. But we are sorry for it now, since they, 
** have been so good to us : and npw we love the 
*^ Americans, and will never fight against them any 
"more!'' 

Such was tht eiFectof Washington's policy; the 
divine policy of doing good for evil. It melted down 
bis iron enemies into golden friends. It caused the 
Hessian soldiers to join with the American farmers' 
•«»«xiot only aof but to write such letters to their coun* 
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tiymen^ that they were constantly breaking loose 
mm the British to ran over to the Americans«*.an- . 
somuch that in a little time the British would hard- 
ly trust a Hessian to stand sentinel ! 

Though this victory was gained on the 26th of 
December^ yet we find Washington again, on the 1st ] 
of January, across the angry Delaware, with his i 
country's flag bold waving over the heights of Tren- ." 
ton. Lord Comwallis advanced in great force to 
attack him. The Americans retreated through the 
town, and crossing the Sanpink (a creek that runs 
along its eastern side) planted their cannon near th ' 

ford, to defend its passage. The British army fol- 
lowing, close in their rear, entered the town about 4 
o'clock ; and a heavy cannonade commenced between 
the two armies, which were separated only by the 
Sanpink and its narrow valley^ " Now, sir !'' said 
sir William £rskine to Comwallisy ** now is the 
' time to make sure of Washington/' 

" On NO !" replied CornwalUs^ " our troops have j 
• ^^ marched a good way to day and are tired. And the I 
" old fox can't make his escape ; for, with the help of 
** the Delaware now filled up with ice, we have com* 
*' plct^ly surrounded him. To-morrow morning, 
** fresh and fasting, we'll fall upon him, and take 
** him and his ragamuffins all at once !" 

*' AhI my Lord!" returned sir William, ** if 
" Washington be the soldier that I fear he isy youll 
*' not see him there tomorr<3w morning /'* 

Night coming on, the artillery ceased to roar ;. 
and lighting up their fires, both armies proceeded to 
supper and to sleep. About midnight, having re- 
nerved all thefiresy Washington put his little armiy 
in motion, and passing along the enemy's rear, 
hasted to surprise a large body of their troops at 
Princeton. Soon as it was day, Cornwallis was 
greatly mortified to find there was no American ar- 
my on the banks of the Sanpink. " Thafs exactly 
vAat I feared!^ said sir William. Just as they were 
in deep thought on the matter, they heard the roar 
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of Washin^on's cannon at Princeton. ** There^ 
eontinued sir William, ** There is Washington nowj 
cutting up our troops^ And so it wa9 ; for on arrir*^ 
ing at Princeton, about sun-rise, Washington met 
three British regiments, who had just struck thetr 
tents, and were coming on in high spirits to attack 
htm at Trenton. In a moment, both parties attacked 
like heroes. At the first onset the Americans gave 
way ; but sensible that all was at stake, Washington 
snatched a standard, and advancing on the enemy, 
called to his countrymen to follow : his countrymen 
heard, and rushed on to the chargev Then flash and 
clash went the muskets and bayonets. — Here the 
servants of George, and there the sons of liberty, 
wrapped in clouds and flames, and inflicting mutual 
.wounds. 

** GoD«ave the king !'* the British heroes cry*d, 

^* And God for Washington !" Co umbia's sons 
reply'd. 

The name of Washington imparted its usual ani* 
mation to his troops. The enemy gave way in aS 
quarters, and were pursued four miles. The victors 
returned with 4()0 prisoners ; the nayonet had stopped 
120 on the field. But they fel not alone. The gallant 
Mercer, and sixty three of bis I rave countrymen 
sleep with them. But the strife of the heroes was 
but for a moment ; and they have forgotten their 
wounds. Together now, they feast in Paradise, and 
when meet their eyes of love, their joys are not dash- 
ed by the remembrance of the past. 

The British officers gave Washington full credit 
for such fine strokes of generalsh p, and began to 
look thoughtful whenever his name was mentioned. 

The enemy on the 15th of January drew in all 
their forces to winter-quarters at I'' runs wick, whete 
Washington continued to thin thfirnuml^ers by cut- 
ting off their foraging parties ; so that every load of 
hay, or disb of turnips they got, was at the pri^^eof 
blood. 
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Tans gloriottsljr, in ten dnjrs, wa# turned the ti4m 
of victory in favour of Americftf by bitn whom Hea- 
vcn^ in mercy not to America alone, but to Britaini 
and to the world, had raised up to found here a wide 
empire of liberty and virtue. Iht- character of Wash- 
iogtou was exalted to the highest pitch, even through- 
Cut EurcpCy where he was generally styled the Aine- 
tican Fa>)iu8> from the famous Roman general of 
that name, who oppc^sed Hanni'^al with success. A 
distinction to which he was justly entitled, from the 
tnvincil le firmness with which He rejected every 
finesse of the i^ritish generals ; as also, that admira- 
ble judgment with which he suited the defence of the 
nation to the genius and a-)i ities of the people, and to 
the natural advantages of the country, thereby not 
allowing the enemy to profit i^y their great superiori* 
ty oi numbers ^discipliie^ and artil'ery^ and constant- 
ly cutting them off i}y skirmishes and surprise. 

The ministc rial p an for 177 7, was to reduce the 
Americans, by intercepting a 1 communication be- 
tween the northern and southern states ! To effect 
this object Genera Howe, with 20 thousand meo^' 
was to go round from New-York to the Head of £!k« 
and thence march on, due north, through Philadel- 
phia; while (ieneral^Hurgoyne. with 10,000 men, 
setting out from Canada, was to pass down the lakea, 
and thence due south to meet his colleague Howe*; 
the straight ine. formed uy the junction of these two 
gentlemen, was to possess such virtues, that it was 
supposed no American could t^e found hardy enough 
to set foot over it ! ! 

AccoRuiNGLY, July 23, General Howe left Sandjp>>* 
Hook ; sailed up the Chesapeake ; landed at the 
moathof^/i/s'fvifr; and with i)ut little interrupdon, 
except at Brandy wine, marched on to Philadelphim 
Into that elegant city, on the 26th of September, 
1777^ he entered in triumph ; fond y supposing, that, 
ia America, as in Europe, the capture of the city was 
equivalent to the rcducticm of the country.- hut io- 
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ateadof finding himself master of this great conti- 
nent* whose rattle-snakes alone in the hand of heaven, 
could scourge his presumption ; it was with no small 
diBBculty he could keep possession ot the litt'e village 
of Gefm anto wn. For, on the morning of the 4th of 
October, Washington made an attack on him with 
such judgment and fury, that his troops gave way ifl 
every quarter. *< The tumult ^ disorder 2Sii despair in 
die British army^ says Washington, zi^rr^ unparallel- 
ed.^^ f But in the very moment of the most decisive 
and glorious victory, when some of the provincial 
regiments iiad more prisoners than men, the Ame* 
ricans, thr o^ugh the mistake of an officer, who had 
drank too heely, began to retreat! I Washington's 
grief and morti&cation were inexpressible. 

But while he was annoying the enemy by land, 
he did not lose sight of their fleet, which was now . 
forcing its way up the Delaware, to keep open to^the 
array a channel 9f supplies. 1 h«*y arrived, without 
molestation, within 8 miles of Philadelphia, at a 
marsh called Mud-island. On this poor harmless 
' spot, the fittest, however, that nature in this peaceful 
land of Friends could furnish, Washington ordered 
a fort to be thrown up, the coipmand of which, with 
2S0 men, he assigned to lieutenant-colonel Samuel 
Smith. On the eastern or Jersey side of the river, at 
a place called Red-Bank, he ordered a strong re- 
doul)t, the command ofwhicli, with 25O men, was 
given to co'ond Greene. These, with some chcvaux- 
de-frise sunk in the river, and a few gallies, formed 
all the barrier that Washington could present against 
the British jiavy. The strength of this barrier was 
soon put to a fiery trial* Great preparations were 
made to attack the Americans^ at the same instanli 
both by land and water. Count I>onop, with a host 
of Hessians,, was sent over to be in readiness to z^ 
tack Red-Bank, while the flood-tide, groaning undc^ 
tihe enormous weighty brought up the men of w a& 
*pke moming was still, and the heavens overcast with 
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sad clouds, ss of nature sympathizing with henchil- 
dren, and ready to drop showers of celestial pity on 
iheir strifes. No sooner had the ships floated up 
within three cables length of the fort, than they began 
a most tremendous cannonade : while cannon*balls 
and fire-tailed bomhs, like comets, fell upon it thick 
as hail. l*he gal'ant Smith and his myrmi'Ions stood 
the shock to a miracle : and, like men fighting un.ler 
the eye of their Washington, drove two-and -thirty 
pounders through them with siich spirit and success, 
that m a little time, the Augusta, a heavy 64 gun 
ship, took fire, and blew up, the horrible balloon of 
many of the crew. Another ship called the Merlin, 
W Black' Bird^ soon got on the wint;, blew up like- 
wise, and went off in thunder to join the Au(;usta» 

At the same moment Col. Donop. with his Hes* 
stans, made a gallant attack on the fort at Red- Bank. 
. After a few well-directed fires, Greene and his men 
artfully retired from the out-xvorks* The enemy now 
supposing the day their own^ rushed on in vast num«- 
bers alon^ a large opening in the fort, and within 
twenty steps of a masked battei-y, of 18 pounders, 
loaded with grape-shot and spike-nails* All at once 
Erebus seemed to open befortrtheir affrighted view. 
But their pains and their terrors were but for a mo- 
ment. Together down they sunk by hundreds, into 
^e sweet slumbers of death, scarcely sensible of the 
fatal blow that reft their lives. 

Heaps on heaps the slaughtered Hessians lie : 
Brave, Greene beholds them with a tearful eye. 
Far now from home, and from their native shors, ^ 
They sleep in death, and hear of wars no more.. 

Poor Donop was mortally wounded, and taken 
prisoner. I'he attentions ot the American officers, 
and particularly the kind condolence of the godlike ^ 
Washington, quits overcame him ; and his last mo- 
ments were steeped in tears of regret, for having left 
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Ms native Ind, to figfai a dlM^iai paopfe wJia> ha4 
ttMntr uijuwdhim. 

On httamg of kit-miBfevtune, WtMhingtaR teola» 
officer to o€«dole whh him. The ofiiccr wa« coii«« 
daoted to bi» apartment ; andf dvUvered the MeMajgiw 
The wounded count appeared* much ilffrcted — a tear 
avelled in his tya ; and he said Do the officer, ^ Pre- 
am to General Washington the thanks of «in unfov- 
tenate brasher soldier : Ull him f expect to. rise n» 
TOore^ but if i shoukl, the (irst exertion of my strength 
shaM be, to return to him my thanks in person^" The 
officer sent was Colonel Dani( 1 Clymrr, of Berks, 
Pennsylvania* ** See here. Colonel/* said the liyiag 
aount, ^^ see in me the vanity of all human pride ! I 
have shone in all the courts of Kuropc ; i|nd novr I 
am dying here, on tlie banks of the Delaware, in the. 
house of an obscure Quaker !*' * 

After six weeks of infinite fatigue, with great 
Ibsa of men and money, the iiritish forced a passage 
large enough for their provision ships to Philadein 
phia<» where gentral Howe an*) his officers held their 
l^aUs this u inter ; while 16 miles distant, the great 
Washington, vt:ell pleased with his campaign, retired 
to winter quarters at Vall^ry Forge. 

Whilr such ill success attendee! this part of the 
minasEerialplan, viz. to choke the colonies by a miii^ 
t»ry noo>e^ so tightly drawn from Chesapeake t^ 
Ghami lain, as to stop all circulation ))etwet n the 
aorthern and southern states ; a v\oi'se fate frowneii 
on their attempt in the north. C^cn^ ral Hurgoyae, 
^ith 10,000 veterans, besides a host of Canaviiana 
smd Indians, i'^&uing forth fi'om Canada in June 
1777, came pouring along do vn t )e lakis like the 
thundering Niagara, with an impetuosity that swept 
every thing before it. The hatchets of the Indians 
were ^Irunk. with American Mood. No age, no sex, 
could soften them. " The widow's wail, the virgin^s 
abrijekt and trjcm ling infant's cry,'' were music ia 
^ir ears* Ixi coU blood thty stnusk their cruel 
tmnab«twks. into thft jiefencelesia nuart of « Mist 
I 9 



•i LIFE OF WASHINGTON. 

M<Rea,abeaudfulgirl, wbowas that Tciy day t« 
have been married ! Su.ch acts of tnhuoianity called 
forth the fiercest mdignation of the Amerieaiis, and 
inspired that deperate resolution of which the ht»- 
man heart is capable, but which no human force am 
conquer. I'he New Englanciers, who wt^e n<:arest to 
these infernal scenes, turned outr/t masse* Washing-? 
ton hurried on Gates and Arnold with their furioui 
leuions ; and to these he joined theimmortal Morgaft 
with his dreadful phalanx, 1000 riflemen, whota 
Crigp,ers were ntv^r touched in vain Jjut could throw 
a ball a hundred yards at a squirrel's head, and never 
miss. 

The first check given to Burgoyne's career^ was 
at Bennington. Hearing that the Americans had laid 
up large provisions in tbattown, he dttacheri a Cokn 
nel ' -aum, with 60(J Germa s, to surprise it : and,Hl 
the same time, posted Colonel Breyman in the neigh 
bournoo 1, with an equal number to support him if 
nec^ ssary. Finding the place too well guar ied either 
for surprise or storm, fiaum fortified himself at a liv 
tic distance, and sent back for Breymati. The Ama* 
rican commander, the brave general Starke, sallied 
out, and with great fury attacked Baums intrench«« 
mtnts without giving him time to recieive his reio-^ 
fore m. nts. At the first onset, the Cana ians and 
Britis^i marksmen took to their heels, and left th^ 
poor C^ermans in the lurch. After a gallant resist* 
•ace, Baum was mortally woun led, and his brav« 
countrymen killed or taktn to a man. in the mean 
titiie Breyman, totally ignorant of their catastrophe^ 
arrived at the place of action, where, instead of the 
dieering huzzas of joyful frien-is, he was saluted, on 
all ban Is, with the deadly whiz2ingof rifle })uUets« 
After **eceiving a few close and scorching fires^ the 
Germans hastily betook themselves to fl.ight. The 
aeighixjuring woods, withnight^s saiile curtains, eiK 
ibled the fugitives to save themselves for that time at 
east, rhe en my lost in these two engagements, not 
£ess than 1000 men, killed, wounded, and prisonera 
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About the same time all their forts on ttie hdkm 
were surprised. Colonel St. Leger was defeated ai> 
Fort-Stanwiz ; the Indians began to desert ; Arnold 
and Morgan were coming up like mountain-storma^ 
and the militia from all quarters were pouring hu 
Bu'rgoyne began to be alarmed, and wrote to New- 
York for aid ; hut finding that Clinton could give him 
none, and that thr salvation of his army depended on 
Uiemselves, he gallantly determined, on the 7 th of 
October, 1777, to stake his all on the issue of a gen- 
eral battle* 

His army, in high spirits, was formed within amiW 
of the American camp* Burgoyne, with the flower 
ef the British troops, composed the centre. Brig^ 
dier-general Frazer commanded the left. The Ge^ 
mans headed i)y major-gmerals Philips an i H rides- 
del, and col. Breyman formed the right. With a fimf 
train of artillery, flying colours, and full roll of mat- 
dal music, from uing to wing the towering heroes 
moved. On the other hand, fired with the love of 
liberty, the Americans poured out by thousands, ea- 
ger for tfie glorious contest* Their dear country*t 
flag waves ovtr their heads. The thoughts of tba 
warriors are on their cl ildren, and on the chains now 
forging for th< ir tender hands. The a\ enging paa- 
■tons rise, and the lattb moves. Morgan brought tm 
die action. In a large buckwheat field, w hich lay be-* 
tween the tv^ o armies, he had concealed his famous 
regimtnt of riflemen. The enemitrs, chiefly Cana- 
dians and lUv.ians, unsuspiciously advance. They 
were sufiered to come w ithin point b ank shot, when 
Acy received a general fire, which strewed the field 
wi^ their dead I }ociies. Morgan pursutd ; but was 
toon met by a heavy reinforcement from thf Hritish, 
who quickly drove him, in turn. Arnold then moved 
onto support Morgan; and, ina short time, ^ ithnine 
heavy regimrnts \\ as closely engaged with the whok 
of the British army, both parties fighting as if each 
was determined never to yield : while the incessant 
•rash ofmuskets and roar of artillery appeared botk 
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t»«ighl and seund as'if t we wrathful ckmdB had com^ 
^waenthr platn^ nishing together, in kidurous haft* 
tlet with all their thunders and lightoiags. Tka 
weight, hoW£veri». of die Aaibsrican fire wasdirectsd 
against the enemy's centre, xztcncting along the loft 
wing : and though it was some time sustained vlidi 
die greatest firmaess, yet at Icngdi it prevmled, and 
Arew the British into oanfuaion. but the gallant 
Fraxcr flying to their assistance, soon restored their 
oirder and rme wed the -fight. Severely galled still l*y 
Morgan's rifles on the flanks, and hard pressedat thfc 
tonie ti»««, in front by Arnold* they gave way a se- 
cond tame ;• and a second time Frazer's presence re^ 
vived their vaionr, and rekindled the battle in all itii^ 

Here Arnold did an act unworthy of the glory o£ 
tbf well fought battle. He ordered up twelve of his. 
b^st rifleroen* and pointing to Fraacr> who on borac* 
back, with brandished sword, was gallantfy animap 
^g his men, he said •-* Mark that officer ! — Himself 
t< a h^st ; let m^ not see him hng**^ 

TiiE riflemen ftew tothrir placcs^^andinafew mo- 
ments the hero was cut down* With him ft 11 ^. 
cowrage of th*; left wing, who, bjeing now fiercely 
charged*, gave way, and retreated ta their camp. ,But 
tcarcily had diey entered it, when the An^cricaai, 
with Arnold at their Vad, stonned it ^v ith inconcetK-r 
^5le fury ; rushing with traiUd arms tbnough aheavy 
discharge of musquetrv and grape shot. Tht? British, 
fovight with equal desperation* For their all was at 
slaice ; the A.naLeri<i;ans, like a vyheliaing flood, w^vv 
ll^rsting over th<t^ir ia|rcnchipents» and, h^nd to hand,, 
'^rith arguments of blopdy steel, ws^r^ (Reading the 
cause of age^yet un' orn. Hoarse ^n a uiastiffof trRC: 
British breed,Lord lialcarraswaa heard f?om rai^ktkx 
rank , loud-animating his troops ; w hile on the od)$p 
hand.firrce as the hungry tiger of Beng|al,the iiijpt^^ ' 
iqms Arnold precipitated his heroes ori the situ^bom 
fpp. High in air, the encountering i^anot^irs b}aaeiLi 
tiiere bold waving th^ Uon-paiiijt«;d sta^da^d ^ &it 
'iun ; here the streaming pride of Colambia's lovely 
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tcripes— while thick below^ ten thousand eager war** 
riors close the darkening files, all bristled with 
, Tcngeful steel. No firing is heard. But shrill and 
terrible, from rank to rank, resounds the clash of 
bayonets— •frequent and sad the groans of the dying. 
Pairs on pairs, Britons and Americans, with each his 
bayonet in his brother's breast, fall forward together 
faint-shrieking in death, and mingle their smoking 
blood. 

Many were the widows, many the orphans that 
were made that day. Long did the daughters of Co- 
lunrbia mourn their fallen brothers ! and often did 
the lovely maids of Caledonia roll their soft blue eyes 
of sorrow along the sky-bound sea, to meet the sails 
of their returning lovers. 

But alas ! their Ibvers shall return no more. Par 
distant, on the banks of tlie roaring Hudson they lie, 
pale and helpless on the fields of death. Glassy now 
and dim are those eyes which once " beamed with 
friendship, or which fiamed in war.'* Their last 
thoughts are towards the maids of their love : and 
the big tear glistens in their eye, as they heave tfat 
parting groan. 

Then was seen the faded form of Ocean's Queen, 
far-famed Britannia, sitting alone and tearful on her 
western cliffs. With downcast look her faithful lion 
lay roaring at her feet; while torn and scattered on 
the rock were seen her many trophies of ancient 
fame. Silent, in dishevelled locks, the goddess sat, 
absorbed in grief, when the gale of the west came 
blackening along the wave, laden with the. roar of 
murderous battle. At once she rose-*a livid horror 
spread her cheeks— distraction glared on her eye- 
balls, hard strained towards the place whence canye 
the groans of her children ! the groans of her chilf* 
dren fast sinking in a distant land. Thrice she essay* 
ed to curse the destroyers of her race. But thrioe 
she remembered, that they too were her sons* Then, 
wild shrieking with a mofiier's anguish, she rent tht 
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air ivith her cric« : and the hated name of NoETtf 
resounded through all lier caves. 

But stin in all its rage the battle buttied : and both 

Birties fought with an obstinacy, never exceeded, 
ut, m that moment of danger and of glory, the im- 
petuous Arnold, who led the Americans, was dange- 
fously wounded, and forced' to retire : and several 
regiments of British infantry pouring iii to the assist- 
ance of their gallant comrades, the Americans, after 
many hard struggles, were finally repulsed. 

In another quarter, where the strength of the Ger- 
mans fought, the Americans, led on by Morgan, car- 
ried the intrerichments sword in hand. The face of 
Morgan was like the full moon in a stormy night, 
^hen she looks down red and fiery on the raging 
deep, amidst foundering wrecks and cries of drown- 
ing seamen ; while his voice, like thunder on th^ 
hills, was heard, loud-shouting his heroes to the 
bloody charge. 'Hie tall regiments of Hesse Cassel 
fell or fled before them; leaving their baggage, tents 
ftfid artillery, in the hands of the victors. 

This was a bloody day to both armies : but so pe- 
culiariy disheartening to the British, that they were 
obliged to retreat that night to Sarato^a^ where, in ^, 
few days, (on the 13th of October, 1777,) they sur- 
rendered to the Americans, under Gates, by whom 
they were treated with a generosity that astonished 
them* For,^ when the British Were marched out to 
lay down their arms, there was not an American to 
be seen t They had all nobly retired for a moment, 
M if unwilling to give the pain, e^en to their ene- 
miesj of being^ spectators of so humiliating a scene f 
Worthy countrymen of Washington! this deed of 
yours shall outlive the stars, and the blest sun hinw- 
self, ^fftf/firg', shaH proclaim, that in the wide trav^ 
of his beams, he never looked upon its like before* 

Trui, gloriously for America, ended the campai^ 
of ^7. IHiat of *r8 began as auspiciously^ In M^:^ 
SUas Deane arrived from Prance, whh the welcom* 
newa of a treaty with that powerful people^ and m 
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bttrr from Louis XVI. to Congreaa^ whom he wtyltd 
^-"Vtry dear great frktnds and allkeu. . 

Soon as it wiis known by the British ambassador 
M Paris, Lord Stormont, that the king of France had 
taken part with the Americans, he waittid on the 
Fr^ich minister, De Yergennes; and with great agi- 
tation mentioned the report, asking if it were pM^zbh 
it could be true. 

"Vert possible^ my Lord^'* replied the smopth 
Frenchman. 

"Well, Vm astonished at it, sir," contioped 
Stormont, exceedingly mortified. " America, sir, iw 
•* our daughter ! and it was extremely indelicate of 
" the French king thus to d^coy her from oUr cm- 
•* braces, and make a w — e of her !" 

" Why as to that matter, my Lord," quoth Ver . 
fennes, with the true Gallic shrug, "there is ni 
f* great harm done* For the king of France is ven 
•* willing to marry your daughter, and make an ho* 
" nest woman of her." 



CHAPTKR X. 

lArd Norths coming la hh senses^ sends commission' 
trs to America^^Clinton evacuates Philadelphia^ - 
If^ashing'ton pursues him^^attle of Monm^^uth^*- 
Arnold^s apostacy-^Andre apprehended-^escecutei 
^■^is character* 

The news of the total loss of Burgoyne and bis 
army soon reached Parliament, where it produced a 
consternation never before known in that hou^e* 
The Ministry, utterly confounded, could not op«tt 
tibeir lips ; while the Whig minority, with great s«> 
verity, lashed their obstinacy and ignorance. Loi d 
Kordh, beginning now ^o find^ as the great Chatham 
iMd foretold, that " three mUions ofWhigs^ with arms 
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in their handtytvere not to be enshned^ bctameirtty 
anxious to conciliate ! Commissioners were sent over 
with oflFers to repeal the obnoxious taxes ! and also 
with promises of great favours which Lord North 
would confer on America, if she would settle die 
dispute with the mother country. The better to 
dispose her towands these offers, elegant presenU 
were to be made to her best friends, (such as Wash- 
ington, the President of Congress, &c. &c.) to speak 
a good word for Lord North's favours ! / But, ob- 
serve. Independence was to be out of the question ' 

Doctor Franklin used laughingly to say, that 
" Lord North and his great favours, put him in vnind 
** of an old bawd, and her attempts upon a young 
** virgin, to whom she promised every thing but Ib- 
• ** nocence. While in robbing her of innocence, the 
•* old hag knew well enough that she was robbing 
•♦ the poor girl of that without which she would soon 
" in spite of her fine gi wns and necklaces, become 
** a miserable outcast and slave.'' 

Finding that Lord North, in the multitude of hk 
favours, had entirely forgotten the only one which 
they valued, i. e. the Independence of their vountnf^ 
the committee of Congress broke off all farther con- 
verse with the ministerial commissioners, who pro- 
ceeded immediately to try the efficacy of their pre^ 
sents. To Washington, 'tis said, « viceroyship^ with 
tons of gold, was to have been tendered* But, to the 
honour of the commissioners be it said, not one of 
their number was graceless enough to breathe tlw 
polluted wish into his ear. They had, however, the 
hardihood to throw out a bait of 10,000 guineas U> 
the President of Congress, Gen. Reed. Flis answer 
is worthy of lasting remembrance. ** Gentlemen^ 
said he, ** I am poor, very poor. But your king is n^i 
rich enough to buy me /'' 

On the 18th of June, the British army, now under 
the command of Clinton, evacuated Philadelphia fcMr 
,New-York. The figure they made on the road had 
something of the air of the sublime i for their bag- 



Ifk^ty Idaikd holies, w^& tsttfiagts.fcfttAed a fili^ tiOt 

Was than twelve mfles in length. Oenerat Wdshitt^ 

toll, whose eye, like that 6f the sactedf dragon, ^;lt 

dways open, and fixed upon the enemies of America, 

inmediately crossed the Delaware after them— -pust^- 

*d on detached corps to obstruct their advance-— gall 

their flanks-F-^nd fall on their rear, while he himself 

aiioved on with the main body of the army; By the 

2f th, Clinton had advanced as^ far Monmouth : and 

Washington's troops were close on. hfe rfank and 

' rear. Next morning General Lee, with 5000 men, 

was ordered to begin the attack ; Washington moving 

on brrskly to support him. But, as he advanced, to 

bk infinite astonishment he met Lee retreating, and 

. Ae enemy pursuing. •* For Goifs sake^ General Lety^ 

•aid' Washington with great warmth, " what^s the 

caase of this iil-thn^d prudence f*^ 

*>No man, sir," replied Lee, quite convulsed witb 
rag^, ** can iioast a larger potion of that rascally vir- 
tue than yo^ir Excellency ! /"* 

. Dasifim^o along by the madman, Washington rode 
tf^ to his troops, who, at sight of him, rent the air 
with " God save great Washington /" 

« Mir ^a^e fellows, p said he, ** can you Aght ?^ 

TiiTEr answered with three cheers f " Then fate 

tihfut^ my heroes^ ar^ charge. ^^ — This order was rxe- 

cuted with infinite spirit. The enemy, finding them- 

*0elves now warmly opposed in front, mad6 an attempt 

to turn* his left ftank ; but were gallantly attacked and 

driven back. They tiien made a rapid push to the 

right r but the braVe Greene, with a choice body of 

troops, and artillery, repulsed them with considerable 

slaughter. At the same instant, Wayne advanced with 

bia legion*; and poured in so severe and well directed 

.» fire, that the enemy were glad to regiin their de- 

liles* Morgan's rifles distinguished themselves that 

<fcrf .^ Washington and his herrdes lay upt li tHeir armk 

^11 night, resolved to fall on the enemy the moment 

Ibey should attempt their retreat ne:ct mbfiiing* Dut 
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daring the night, tLey moved off in silence ^ laid got 
■uch a start, that M^ashington thought it dangerbuf « 
in such hot weather, to make a push after them* The 
Americans lost 58 killed— 140 wounded. The Bri- 
tish had 249 killed, and the wounded in proportion. 
Numbers, on both sides, died of the extreme heat^ 
and by drinking coldwater* 

In September 1780, an attempt was made to take 
off our Washington, and by means which I can hard- 
ly believe the old British lion was ever well pleased 
with. 

I ALLUDE to the affair of Arnold's treason. That 
which makes rogues of thousands, I mean Extrava' 
gance^ was the ruin of this great soldier. Though 
extremely brave, he was of that vulgar sort, who hav- 
ing no taste for the pleasures of the fnind^ think of 
nothing but high living, dress, and show* To rent 
large houses in {Philadelphia — to entertain French 
Ambassadors — to give bajls and concerts, and grand 
dinners and suppers — required more money than he 
could honestly command* And, alas ! such ^s ihf^ 
stuff whereof spendthrifts are made, that to fatten 
his Prodigality^ Arnold consented to starve his Ho^ 
nesty : and provided he might but figure as a gor- 
geous Governor, he was content to retail, by the 
billet and the gill, wood and rum unfairly drawn from, 
the commissary's store ! 

Colonel Melcher, the barrack master, mentioned 
the matter to Congress, who desired him to issue to 
General Arnold no more than his proper rations. He 
had scarcely returned home when Arnold's servant 
appeared with an order for another large supply of 
Rum^ HiK^kory uoood^ ^c. &fc. 

" Inform your master ^'^ said Melcher, ^^.that he 

carCt h yveso muchJ*^ , ^ 

Arnold immediately came down; and in a great 

passion asked Colonel Melcher, if it was true he had 

•protested his bill ? 

AinD how durst you do it ?'* 
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•• By order of Congress^ str.^^ 

At this, Arnold, half choked with rage, replied, 
■*• D — n the Rascals I Pit remember themfor it. Samp* 
son-Rke Vtt shake the piUars of their Liberty temple 
ahout their ears !^^ 

On the evacuation of Philadelphia hy the British, 
Gen. Arnold had been appointed temporary gover- 
nor of that city, where he behaved like a desperado, 
who hesitates' at nothing to stop the deadly leaks of 
his prodigality, and to keep himself from sinkiag. 
Among other bold strokes, he seized and sold large 
quantities of American property, pretending it was 
British. Complaints were made to Congress, who, 
unwilling to expose the man who had fought so gal- 
lantly for Liberty, treated him with great gentleness : 
and for the same reason, Washington after a mild 
reproof, gave him the command of West Point, with 
a large body of troops. 

The history of Arnold's embarrassments and his 
quarrel with his countrymen, soon reached New- 
' York. The British commander, well knowing the 
ticklish situation of a proud man, caught on ithe 
horns of poverty^ sends up major Andre, with mo- 
ney in his pocket. The major, by means yet un- 
known to the public, got near enough to Arnold to 
probe hm \ and, alas ! found him, both in principle 
and purse, hollow as an exhausted receiver, and very 
willing to be filled up with English guineas. Eng- 
lish guineas, to the tune of ten thousand, with the 
rank and pay of Brigadier General, are offered him: 
and Arnold agrees. Oh ! shocking to humanity ! Ar- 
nold agroes to sacrifice Washington. 

The outlines of the project were, it seems, that 
Arnold should make such a disposition of the troops , 
at West Point, as to enaWe sir Henry Clinton, so 
completely to surprize them, that they must inevita- 
bly, either lay down their arms or be cut to pieces— 
with General Washington among them 1 1 The victo- 
rious British were then, both by land and water, to 
rush upon the feeble and dispirited residue of the 
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American army, in the neighbourhood, utterly umi- 
ble to resist, when there would ibllow such s| slaugh- 
ter of men, and such a sw-eeping^f aruUery^ amntU" 
nition^ stores^ i^c* fsfc* as would completely break 
down the spirit of the nation, and reduce them tQ 
- anconditiooal submission to the Ministry I 

To be certified of this delightful truth, Andre, du- 
ring Washington's absence from West Point, conies 
ashore from a sloop of war, with a surtout over his 
regimentals ; spends a day and night with Arnold ; 
sees with his own eyes, the dear tralulaid, the 
matches lighted, and every thing in readiness, a few 
nigius hence, to send the oJd Virginia farmer and his 
Xfipublic to destruction. 

Every thing being settled to satisfaction, Andre 
wishes to set off to carry the glorious news to Gen- 
Clinton. But, behold ! by a. fine stroke of Providential 
interference, he cannot get on board the ship ! ! Ar-^ 
nold gives him a horse and a pass to go to New-York 
by land. Under the name of Anderson he passes, in 
safety, all the guards. Now, like an uncaged bird^ 
and light as the air he breathes, he sweeps along the 
road. His fame brightens before him — stars and 
garters, coaches and castles, dance before his delight- 
ed fancy — even his long-loved reluctant Delia (Miss 
Seward) is all his oivn—^he joins in the mUion*s gra^ 
//ii/</tf^— softly she rolls her eyes of love, and brighten- 
ing in all her beauty, sinks on his enraptured breast ! 
In the midst of these, too^ too happy thoughts^ he. is 
met by three young militia men. Though not cm 
duty, they challenge him.* He answers by the name 
of Anderson; shews his pass; apd bounds aw;ay« Here 
the guardian genius of Columbia burst into tears-— 
she saw the fall of her hero, and her country's liber- 
ties crushed for ever. Dry thine eyes, blest saimt, 
thy Washington is not fallen yet. The thick bosses 
of Jehovah's buckler are before the chiefs and the 
diafts of his enemies shall yet fall to the earth, ac- 
curst — For, scarce had Andre passed the young mU 
litia*men, before one of them teUs his comrades, itha^ 
^ he does not like his looks /' and insiats that he shall 
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Capture of Major Andre* 



ht talkd fnitk, and questidned again. His answen 
fiTome Mm a spy. He wcmld liave fled : but they level 
-Aeir musquets. Ttembling and pale, lie offers thexn 
ita elegant g($ld''Watch to let him go. Ko ! He presses 
6n them a purse bloated with guineas. No! He pro* 
mises 'each of them a handsome pension for life— - 
hat oMin vain. The power that guarded Washington 
"was wroth with Andre. On searching him they find 
Ml hts boot, and in Arnold's own hand-writing-^ a plan 
of the wheie conspiracy] Sons of the generous sou), 
why should I tell how major Andre died ? I'he place 
where his gaHows stood is overgrown with weeds-— 
but smiling angels often visit the spot ; and it was 
hatked with the tears of his foes. 

His candour, on his examination, in some sort ex- 
piated hisxrime. It melted the angel soul of Wash- 
ington : and the tears of the hefo were mingled with 
tiie ink tfhat signed the death-warrant of the hapless 
yonth. The names of the young men who arrested 
poor Andre, were, John Pauldinc, David Wii- 
XiAMs,and Isaac Van Vert. They were at cards 
under a large poplar that grew by the road, wher« 
flie major was to pass. Cxmgress rewarded them 
with 'Silver medals ; and settled on each bf them 
BSOO a-nnually, for life. 

American writers have recorded a thousand hand- 
some things of unfortunate Andre. They have made 
him scholar, soldier, gentleman, poet, painter, muBi- 
cian, and, in short, every thing that talents and 
taste can make a man. The following anecdote will 
show that hu was much greater still. 

Some «hoit time before that fatal affair whidi 
brought him to his end, (said my informant, Mr. 
Hrewy, a painter, now living at Newbem,) a fora- 
gmg patrty from Ncw^York made an inroad into aw 
settlement near that city. The neighbours soon vm^ 
sembled to oppose them ; and, though not above fif^* 
teen years old, I titrned out with my friends. In com- 
pany Was another boy, in age and size nearly about 
WJ oirn •speed. We Iwid counted on a j^ne chaet^^ 
ikK^die ftidbh Upere not to 4>e drivenjso sasily as ^ 
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had expected. Standing their ground, they not onl^ 
put us to flight, but captured several of our par^ ; 
myself vlvlA the other boy among them. They present- 
ly set out with us for New-York: and, all the way, as 
we were going, my heart ached to think how my poor 
mother and sisters would be distressed when night 
came, and I did not return. Soon as they brought me 
in sight of the prison, I was struck with horror* The 
gloomy walls, and frightful guards at the doors, and 
wretched crowds at the iron windows, together with 
the thoughts of being locked up there in dark dun* 

f^ons with disease and death, so overcame me, that 
bursted into tears. Instantly a richly dressed ofB* 
cer stepped up, and taking me by the hand, with a 
look of great tenderness, said, ^^ My dear boy ! what 
makes you cry ?'' I told him 1 could not help- it when 
I compared my present sad prospect with the happy 
one 1 enjoyed in the morning with my mother and 
sisters at home. " Well^ weil^ my dear childj (said he) 
dori^l cry9 don*t cry any more?^ Then turning to the 
jailor ordered him to stop till he should come back. 
Though but a boy, yet I was deeply .struck with the 
wonderful difference betwixt this man and the rest 
around me. He appeared to me like a brother: th^ 
like brutes. I asked the jailor who he was. ^^ ^^y, 
thai*s major Andre^ (said he angrily) the adjutant- 
general of the army : and you may thank your stars 
that he saw you ;for /suppose he is gone to the. gene- 
ral to beg you ojff\ as he has done many of your d-^ 
rejfel country men*^^^ In a short time he returned ; and • 
with great joy in his countenance called out — " Welly 
my boys^ rve good newSy good news for you / The 
General has given you to me^ to dispose of as /choose / 
and now you are at liberty ! So run home to yourfon^ 
paren%Sy and be good boys : mind what they tell you : 
say your prayers i love one another s and God Almightg 
will bless youJ^ 

And yet Andre perished, on a gallows, while Av^ 
nold, after living to old age^ died in his bed ! ! ShaH 
"41% hence infer with Brutus, that " Virtue is but em 
empty name V^ 9^ * ^"lat Andre had bee^ good in vaia t 
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- Ctodforiikit 6oo(hies9fttid happiness are twins. Hea- 
ven hath joined ihtm togttkerj and Hell cannot mt 

J them €t9Hnder. Wot proof, we need go no further than 
to Andre himself-^to Andre in prison i Even in that 
k»t^ and ghotniest scene of his life, we see the power 
which virtue has to illuminate the dari^ to enliven the 
*fla^, and to raise her votaries above the terrors of 
death. In the first moment of his capture, when 
vulgar minds are thinking of nothing but self -pre 
tervaiion^ he is thinking of nothing but duty and g'ene- 
rosktf. Regardless of himself, he is only anxious for 
ArnoM. Having by letter advised that wretched man 
of his danger^ and give him, time to escape, he then 
g^antly asserts his own real character ; and avows 
himself "/Aer Adjutant General of the British army.^^ 
The truth is, he had been sent by Gen. Clinton, 
on- a dirty piece of business for which he was not fit ; 
and of which he was so heartily ashamed, that he ap- 
pears to have been willing to atone for it with his life. 
Hence to the questions put at his trial, he answered 
with a candour which at once surprised and melted 
the Court Martial — ^he answered, with the candour of 
a mind which feared its own condemnation more than 

jthat of any human tribunal. — He heard his sentence of 
death with perfect indiiference ; and at the place of 
execution behaved like one who had fulfilled the high 
duties of son, brother, and man, with constant atten- 
ticMi to a happy immortality. Thus giving the friends 
of virtue abundant cause to exclaim : 

*' Far more true peace the dying Andre felt, 
" Than Arnold ever knew in prosperous guilt*** 

He, poor wretch, survived ! but only to live a life, at 
once hated and despised— •Afff^^f by the British Gene- 
«al,wko(m he had shown cz^Mit oi assnssinattng Hit 
snan he could motton^er^-^hattdhy the British army^ 
whom he bad rt>bbed of one of its brighte st ona 
iiients-^^nd hated by the o^ers fwho could notbear 
to sec what they caUed "a d-^mn^d tratorj^ not 
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only introduced into their company, but placed ovdt . 
their heads i In short, Arnold was an eye-tore to eve- 
ry man of nonour in England, where he was often ^ 
most grossly insulted. 

Soon after his Bight to England with the slendc? 
remains of the British army, he went down to South- 
ampton, where the broken-hearted Mother and Sis- 
ters of the unfortunate Andre lived. And so little 
was he acquainted with the human heart, that he 
called to see them I On hearing his name announced 
by the servant, they burst into tears ; and sent him 
word, that ** they did not wish to see htm.^^ 

The moment he received Major Andre's letter, 
the terrified Arnold made his* escape to New- York. 
British historians have wondered that he left his 
wife in the power of Washington. But Arnold knew 
in whom he trusted : and the generous man behav- 
ed exactly as Arnold had foreseen ; for he immedi- 
ately sent him his clothes and baggage ; and wrote 
a polite letter of cpndqlence to his lady, offering her 
a conveyance to her husband, or to her friends in 
Pennsylvania. 

Washington, now waged the war with various 
success. On the one hand, his hero of Saratoga. 
(Gates) was defeated with great, loss, at Camden ; 
on the other^ the British lost, on the King's-Moun-. 
tain, the brave Colonel Ferguson, with all his army, 
1,400 men. Colonel Ferguson and his men were 
supposed by the British, the most exquisite mariS" 
men alive. And indeed to hear their bravadoes^ one 
would suppose, that give them but guns of a proper 
calibre, and they would think it a light affair to snuff 
the moon, or drive the centre of the fixed stars. But 
the American Ri/le-boys soon let them into a truer 
way of thinking. For in a few rounds they pink'd 
the brave Colonel, and put 300 of his exquisite 
marksmen asleep ; which struck such a xvhole$ome 
panic into the survivors, that the} threw down their 
armst and like thrifty gentlemen called out right 
luBiily for quarters. 
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But ftw 6f the Americans fell ; but among these 
was one, whose fame ^ Time xvtth his own eternal tip 
shali stng.^ I mean the brave Col. Williams. He 
It was, whose burning words first kindled the young 
^rmers at their ploughs, and led them to the King^s 
Mountain, to measure their youthful rifles with 
Ferguson's heroes. On receiving the ball which 
opened in his breast the crimson sluice of life, he 
was borne by his aids, into the rear; where he was 
scarcely laid down, fainting with loss of blood, before 
a voice was heard, loud exclaiming, " Hurra / My 
Boys ! the day is our own ! the day is our own ! they 
are crying for quarters ?" Instantly be started, as 
from the incipient sleep of death ; and, opening his 
heavj^ eyes, eagerly called out, " My God! who are 
crying for quarters ?"— " The British ! The Brit- 
ish /" replied the powder-blackened riflemen. At 
this, one last beam of joy lighted in a smile on his 
dying face : then faintly yi\i\%^^x\w^^God he praised ! 
he bowed his head in everlasting peace. 

Joy follow thee, my brother, to his blest pre- 
sence, who sent thee, a pillar of fire, to blast the mad 
iefforts of men fighting against their brethren! On 
earth thy fame shall never fail. Children yet unborn 
shall lisp the name of Williams. Their cherub lips 
shall often talk of him whose patriot eye beheld 
them, afar off, smiling on the breast, and with a 
parent's ardour hasted to ward from their guildess 
heads the curses of monarchy. 

^ After the defeat of Gates, Washington sent on 
his favourite Greene to head the southern array 
against the victorious Cornwallis and Tarleton. 
With Greene he joined the famous Morgan, whose 
riflemen had performed such signal service during 
the war. 

To draw Cornwallis's attention from ablow*medi. 
fated against the British pt>st at Ninety-Six, Greene 
detached Morgan to Paulet's river, near the neigh- 
bourhood of Cornwallis an^ Tarleton. Immediate- 
ly|[the pride of Tarleton ro»^. He begged of his 
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friend, lord Rawdon^ to obtain for him tb© pcnnfa- 
sioB of the commander in chief to go and *^^*J^ 
Mor(?an. " B9 Heaven^ my hrd^ (»aid he) / ewM 
not desire a f iter feather in mU cap than Col Mor^ 
pan. Such a prisoner wouia make my fortune. 
Ah, Ben^ (replied ftawdon Very coolly) you had 
better let the old toagoner ahne.^^ And onr salute 
could satisfy, permission at length was granted him ; 
and he instantly set out. At partitig, he said to 
lord Rawdon with a smile, " My lord, if you xxnU 
he so obliging as to rvait dinne', the day after to^ , 
morrow, till four 0* clocks CoL Morgan shall be fo 
your hrdship^s gttests.^' " Very well, Ben, (said 
thejothcr) we shall wait. But remember, MorgaM 
was brought up under Washingtoru*^ — Tarleton waft 
followjcd to battle by about 1000 choice infantry and 
250 horse, with two fit- Id pieces* To oppose this 
formidable force, Morgan had but 500 militia, 300 
regulars, and 75 horse. His militia were but mili» 
tia. His regulars' were the famous Maryland 
LINE led by Howard 5 men who would have done 
honour to the plains of Austcrlitz. The intrepid 
Desaix, who turned the tide of war in the bloody 
strife of Marengo, was only equal to Washington, 
CoL of the horse. Morgan had no wish to fight* Butt 
Tarleton compelled him ; for about two hours before 
day on the 17th of Januiirj^ 1781, some of Washings 
ton's cavalry came, galloping into' camp wuhnews 
that the British were but eight miles oflF, and would 
be up by day break. Instantly Morgan called a coun^ 
e'tlofwar, composed only of Howard, Washington^ 
and himself^; " Well, gentlemen," said he, '* what's 
** to be done ? shall we fight or fly ^ shall we leave o^r 
*^ friends to our enemies ; and burning our meal and 
♦* bacon, so hardly got, turn out again into thestarv- 
^ ing woods ; or shall w& stand by both,, and hght 
« like men ?" • 

" No burning ! no flying,'* replied they^ " but let^s 
**starid, and fight likcj men !" 
" Wbli, then, my brave fellows^ (said Morg^n^) 
** wake up thetroops, and prepare for actio 
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: Thx groaodt on which this very memorable btttde 
was fought, was an open pinejbarren. The militia 
were drawn up about two hundred yards in front of 
the regulars, and the horse some small distance in 
the rear* Just after day break, the British came in 
siffht ; and halting within a quarter of a mile of the 
mditia, began to prepare for battle. The Sun had 
just risen, as the enemy, with loud shouts, advanced 
to the charge^ The militia, hardly waiting to give 
them a distant fire, broke and fled for their horses, 
which were tied at some distance on the wings of . 
the Maryland line. Tarleton's cavalry pushed hard 
^ter the fugitives^ and, coming up with them just 
as they had reached their horses, began to cut them 
down. Unable to bear that sight, Coh Washington, 
with his corps, dashed on to their rescue* As if cer- 
tain of victory, Tarleton's men were M scattered in* 
the chase /••••Washington's heroes, on the contrary, 
sensible of tht fearful odds against them, advanced 
close and compact as the Spartan phalanx. Then 
sudden and terrible the charge was made ! Like men 
fighting, life in hand, all at once they rose high on 
their stirrups ! while in streams of lightning their 
swords came down, and heads and arms, and caps, 
and carcasses^ distained with spouting gore, rolled 
fearfully all around. Mournfully from all sides the 
cries of the wounded were heard, and the hollow 
g^ans of the dying. 

Agonizing with rage and grief, Tarleton beheld 
the flight of*his boasted victory j and the slaughter of 
Ait bravest troops* He flew to reanimate them. He 
eocouraged-^he threatened- — ^he stormed and raved. 
But all in vain. No time was given to rally ; for 
like the heavy ship under crowded cahvas, bursting 
through the waves, so, strong and resistless, Wash- 
ington's squadron went on, hewing down and over- 
throwing every thing in their way. Confounded by 
such a fatal charge, the British cavalrv could not 
support it; but broke and fled in the utmost preqipi- 
tation ; while, bending forward over their horses, 
L . 
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«d wfth tbe tieitoe «if tkeir Aglrt. 

As «rhdii a mMMMoth racMttiljr dasfaes Jm«iNMg 
mthovsMid bufiiitoMi, &ddiiig at iarge on ifaa ^vnst 
plaiiis ofJVf tssouri ; riUt<0M3etbe itiaoiiMvottslmd, 

break forth atiiio fii^t, wlille^doae at their keels, «^ 
foaring inotNterfolk>w8» Earth trembk»a» tkeylfy. 
Soeh was the noise in the chase of TartitlDii, mhtn 
the swords of Washington^ cavalry ^utsuipI trk 
trpopsi^m the famons^fields of the Ccjwpens. It^wis 
like a peal t>f thtmder, loud roaring lal first, hnt 
grad«Killy dying on the ear as it toIIb wway «k«g 
the distant air. 

By ifhis' time the British infantry had xome rap: 
aad^having crossed a litde valk^ Just SNs^hey ascen- 
ded the hill, they found themseh^s widaa twatHy 
steps of Hqward and his i^gulara^ who received ^e«a 
with a rightsoldieriy welcome^ and, taking gpod^sitli, 
poured in a general and deadly &re« A slau^uerao 
entirely unexpected, threw the eneniy into confosibn* 
Seeing this wonderiisl chmige in the battle, the mili- 
tia recovered their spirits, and began to form oo^fae 
right of the regulars* Morgan waving his sword^ in- 
stantly rode up to themvand with a voice of-tbttiular- 
roared out, " Hurra i myhravtfilhiM^f^rm^fiirm! 
Old Morgan was never beat in hiilife:^nejinenimi€y 
my heroes^ €md theJay h our mon /'* Widi answer- 
ing shouts, both regulafs and tniiitia then advanced 
«pon the enemy; and, 'following their fire with ^tlie 
bayonet, instantly decided the conflict* The ground 
was covered with the dead. The top:^ of the aged 
pines shook ^ith the ascending ghosts. With feeble 
cries and groans, at once they rose, like flocks of 
mow-white swans when the cold blast strikes tbem 
«nahe lakes of Canada, and sends thetn on wide* 
apread wings, lar tothe souths seek a happierclitnc. 

WASHiNcrroN puraued Tarleton 20 miles ! and, 
during the race, was often so near him, that he cotdd 
^asily have killed him with a pistol shot. But having 
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a«rklt3F ffMrtwUea lii» men. to £«» a pistol tlwt <iq^ 
bci twktiiM msoivc to break, hia omm 0rden, Hoip* 
efttr tb«r« was one erf* bi& men whabtoke tham. At 
one time Washington was 30 or 40 yards ahead of 
Ua meo* Tarfetaaobserviag tbts^ suddenly wKetl- 
ed with a couple q( his dragons to eut hina o£ 
Washingtoa^ writk more emurage than prudente per* 
haps, dashed on^ and rising o» his stirrups, madi.e a 
blow at Tarletaa, with such force, thatit beat dowii 
\m guard and anntiia^d one or two of his fingcrsk 
Ia tbis unprotected ataie^oue of the British dragoona 
waa aiming a stroke which, musli have kilkd hicru- 
fiill;^ tbft good geaiit who guard the name of Wei»h>^ 
tugr^Um^ prei^aikds for^ in that critical moment a meve? 
dwarf of a Frencbman rushed up, and with a pistol 
baU shivered the arm of th«{ Brltaa. The other 
dragooor attempted to wheel off ; but was. tut down. 
Tark^x>n made bis escape^ 

TiiaLETON was braipe, but not generous. He^could 
not bear. to hear another's praise. When aome la* 
dtaa in Cbarkaton were speakiag very handsomely 
of Washington, he replied with a scornful i^ir, that, 
** He would he rtcry ifUtd to get a sight ofCcl^ Wash^ 
ff^tftt* 'He had-iieard muck talk qf^ htnty'* he said,^ 
** but Hbd never *cefL him yet, ^^ ** Why^ sir^^^ rejoined 
one of the bMiies; ^ if you had looked kehind you at 
the hattle efthe Qnupen^ you. might easily haee en* 
J(l^dihatfleasuire.*\ 

While in the neighbourhood of Halifax, TNortlw 
' Cavolina^ Tarletian diued in a large company. The 
elegam and^^witi^ Mr^. Wlkey Jones hapfx^Dird to be 
of the party* Tha htt&fty who. wensr chiefly wHigs, 
were frir<|ae«dy praising the brave Col. Washing- 
umm Tarleton irith looks coaaider^y aagvy, re^ 
pUink ^^ tkal ha was r^erf aauch aurprisad that tke 
^ Aimri^iia idimttd tbiak ae higUy of Cok Waik<% 
*^ «8ki^<m; fer>£rom wboche couidkariH be wa 
«^ ao^iUltacala&rUiMrv and »uid katdkj;^ wtitehiaowa 
^ Tkm n»af k« aca^ tana (rqoilod Mam^ 
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Jones) ^^ but I believe, air, 70a can testify that int 
^^ knows 1m>w to make his mark.*' Poor Tarleton 
looked at his crippled . finger, and bit his lips with 
rage. 

Genera Washington continued t1i« war against 
the Briti > till ;81 ; jHrhen Comwallis pushed into 
Virginia, and r cd himself at York-Town. But 
the eye of Washington was upon him ; and with an 
address, which, the British historians say, was never* 
equalled, he concerted a plsCn that ended in the totalis 
destruction of Comwallis. He artfully Wrote letters 
to Greene, informing, that, " in order to relieve 
Vtrginiay he xvas determined immediately to attack 
New-Tork.^ These letters were so disposed as to 
fall into the right hands. Clinton took the alarm. 
But while the British general was in daily expccta-> 
tion of a visit from him, Washington and his army, 
were now across the Delaware, with fulWtretch to 
the south, darkening the day with their clouds of 
rolling' diist. Comwallis saw that the day of his fall 
was at hand. He had done all that a br€toe (wouid 
to God we could add, a hurrume) man could do ; 
but all ig vain. On the last day of September, Wash- 
ington sat down before York, with 100 pieces^ of 
hes^vy ajrtillery. On the 7th of October this "Bread-^ 
fill train began to thunder : aad the British works 
sunk before them. Lord Comwallis, unwilling to 
expose his army to the destruction of a general aa^^ 
sault, agreed on the Ifth to surrender. This was 
justly considered the close of the war; which having ' 
been begun with supplication^ Washington piously^ 
ordered to be finished with thanksgiving. 

In the siege of Yorktown, the behaviour of the 
Americans was, as usual, generous and noble. The 
amiable CoUScammel,adjutant*generalof the Anae- 
rican ari^y, and uncommonly beloved by them, was. 
dangerously wounded and taken prisoner by some 
British dragoons, who barbarously trotted him oa 
before t^em, three miles^ into town, where he pt^^ 
aendy died of fever and loss of blood. Great wsp 
^ a^ouMn^for $paiiimek Iq n &w nights aftew 
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WaahiDgton gave order* to storm two of the enemy** 
redoubts, which were carried almost in an instant* 
The British called for quarters : A voice of death waa . 
heard, ^ Remember poor Scammel l^ — "" Remember^ 
gentlemen^ you are Americans /" was rejoined by the - 
.. commander : and instancy the points of the Ameri- 
can bayonets were thrown up towards heaven I 

The conduct of the French also^ was such as ttx 
entitle them to equal praise- 

For when the British marched out to lay down 
their arms, the French officers were seen to shed 
tears. They condoled with the British, and tenderfed 
them their purses I — Glorious proof, that God never 
intended men to be, as some wickedly term ity natur'^ 
al enemies. ' • 

On hearing in Congress the fall of Cprnwallis^ - 
the door-keeper swooned with joy — on hearing the 
same news announced in parliament, lord North fell 
back in his chair, in the deepest distress. On re- 
ceipt of the glad tidings, Congress broke forth into 
songs of praise to God ; Parliament into execratioiHi 
against their Prime Minister— Congress hastened 
to the temple tapay their vows to tne Most High; 
the Parliament went to St. Jameses with a petition 
to the King for a change of men and measures* 
The King was graciously pleased to hear the voice 
of their prayer. Men and measures were changed; 
and a decree was passed that whoever should ad* 
rise '^ar and a farther widening of the breach be- 
tween Britain and America^ shoidd be denounced 
an equal enemy to both. Then full leafed and green ^ 
the olive branch of peace was held out to the nar 
lioas : and the eyes of millions, on both sides of the 
water, were lifted in transport ta the lovely sigi^^ 
The stem features cf war were relaxed -y and glad* 
dening smiles began agaun to brighten over the 
* human face awine *'. But Washington beheld tfao 
ovely sight with doubt* Long accustomed unev^ 
kigly to predict what Britain would do, from what 
e knew she had power lo do, he had. nothing tt>* , 
tope^ but every thing to/<?arJLmerica«*withoutr- 
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afjf or ere^i f^-^t oflkers, whhoac a dollar in their 
poekct, ttrolling about campa in long beards anddir* 
If ahtrtfl— h«r soldiers often without a crust in their 
kimpsacks or a dram in their canteens— and her 
citizens e9ery where sick and tired of war ! — Great* 
Britain, on the other hand, every where victorioua 
over the fleets of her enemies— completely mistres* 
of the watery world, and, Judas-like, bag- bearer of 
its commerce and cash ! with such resources, with 
ail these trumps in her hands, will she play qmta^ and 
make a drawn game of it ? Impossible ! but. if she 
should, " it must be the work of that Providence 
•* who ruleth in the armies of Heaven and earth, 
^ and whose hand has been visibly displayed in 
•* every step of our progress to independence;^'* 
•• Nothing," continued Washington, " can reftiovc 
** my doubts but an order from the ministry to r«- 
^ •^ move their fleets and armies.'* 

That welcome order at length, was given 1 and 
the British troops, sprucely powdered and perfumed, 
Sn eager thousands hied on board thetr ships. 

•* Ail hands unmoor /" the stamping boatswain cryMi 
- " All hands unmoor!^"* the joyous crew replied. 

Then in a moment they all fly to work. Some 
seizing the ready handspikes, vault high upon the 
windlasses ; thence comihg down all at once with the 
hearty Yo-hcave-O^ they shake the sounding decks, 
and tear from their dark oozy beds the ponderous 
anchors. Others, with halyards hara strained 
through the creakimg blocks, sway aloft the wide- 
extended yards, and spread their canvas to the gale^ 
which, with increasing freshness, bears the broads 
winged ships in foam and thunder through thewaves^ 
Great was the jpy of the multitude ; for they Were-/ 
lUbtening to revisit their native land\ and to m^et 
those eyes of love which create a heaven in a virtur 
cjjls breast. But the souls of some were sad. These 
vtterc the refiectingjeviy whose thoughts were on the 
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better hopes of former days ! To them^ the floir* 
ing bowl, the lively joke, the hearty laugh and song, 
gave -no delight ; nor yet the blue fields of ocean 
brightly shining rounds with all her young billows 
wantoning before the playful breeze* Their country 
ruined, and themselves repulsed, how could they re- 
joice ! Then slowly retiring from the noisy crew, by 
themselves apart they sat on the lofty stecp, high 
above the burning track which the ships left behind 
them in their rapid flight. There^ deepen thought^ 
they sat with eyes sad fixed on the lessening shores^ 
and ruminated even to melancholy^ The dismal 
war returns upon their thoughts, with th^pleasant 
days of '76, then bright with hope, but, now, alas! 
all darkened in despair. ** 'Twas then,*' said they, . 
^^ we first approached these coasts, shaded far and 
wide with our navies, nodding tall and stately over 
the heaving surge. From their crowded decks 
looked forth myriads of blooming warriors, eagerly 
gazing on the lovely shorjes, the farms, and flocks, 
and domes, fondly ref^rded as their owriy with all 
the beauteous maids, the easy purchase of a bloodless 
strife ! But ah, vain hope ! Washington met us in his 
strength. His people poured around him as the 
bjindled sons of the deserr around their sire when 
tiAifts his terrible voice, and calls them from their 
dens, to aid him in war against the mighty rhino* 
ceros. The battle raged along a thousand fields^— « 
a thousand streams ran purple with British gore. 
And now of all our blooming warriors, alas ! how 
few remain ! Pierced by the fatal rifle, far the greater 

Eart now press their bloody beds. There, each on 
is couch of honour, lie those w4io were once the 
floM^er of our host. There lies the gallant Frazer^* 
the dauntless Ferguson, the accomplished Donop, 
and that pride of youth, the generous Andre, with 
thousands equally brave atid good. But, O ! ye 
dsar Wrj^oe^ ^^ ^^^^ ^'^^ strife, though fallen, yc 
aK liifforgotten ! Often, with t^ars do we see ycai 
ilj)^ <«ak^Hnn» y<i^ revoked with os^at the j^ssti^ af 



foii|^ b3fr oaff ffidtrs in bMdcv B«u vain wm all one 
valour^ God jSouglu Cor Waahkigton. Hence omu 
dioiCMt troups ar« fallen before him i and we, tbe 
•ad remain* of war, are now reluming, inglorio««^ 
to our native thores. Land of the graves of He-^ 
roe8, farewell ! Ghosts of the noble dead ! chide nckt . 
thcs steps of our departure! ye are left: but it is ut 
the land pf brothers, who often mourned the death 
which their vakMir gave. But now the unnatural 
strife is pslit, and peace returns* And O ! with 
peace may that spirit return which once warned' 
the hearts of ^Americans towards their British 
brethren,*When the sight of our tall ships was wont 
to spread joy along their shores : and when the plan* 
ter, viewing his cototn-covered fields, rejoiced that 
he was preparing employ meaC and bread ^r thou* 
sands of our poor ! !" 

The hostile fleets and armies thus withdrawn, 
and the Independence of his country acknowledged ; 
Washington proceeded, at the command of Con gr^ss^ 
to disband the army ! To thijs event, though of all 
others the dearest to his heart, he had erer looked 
forward with trending anstiety* Lovipg his soldiers 
as his children, how could he tell them the painibl* 
truth which the poverty of his country had imposed 
on htm i How could he tell them, that after all tbl^ 
had done and suffered with him, they must now 
ground their arms, and return home, many of them 
without a decent suit on their backs, or a pen&y ta 
their pockets i 

But he was saved the pain of making this conu 
munication; for they soon received it from another 
qumrter, and with circumstances calculated to kindle 
the fiercest indignation against their oonatry. Let« 
terawere industriously; circulated through thearmy, 
painting in the strongest colours, their unparalleled- 
fttferings, and the ingnititude of Congress^ 

^ CoajPiDiKG in her honour^" said tbe uriler* 
^ did you not cheetfuiLy enlist inthe service ol^you^ 
^.eooiHtx^, and for her dear soke eoeomiiMil th^ 
^ ^Ua of a soldier*s life ? Have you not beaten tht 
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*» ioe^brnti^Teail full iMtif a winfry «<l«jr, wKhcmt 

**4)kteTnigtlt) without a tent, to siidtrr your Iwvds 
'• fi^m ihc pekkig »tonn ? If aye you not bomt the 
" brunt of many a bloody fig)it, and, from the hanrdt 
"^ of hard straggling ft>e«, torn the glorious prize, 
** vottK coowTinr's indxtpendemcx ? And now after 
** fidk-*<iftet wasting in her service the flower of yptir 
••^ays*— with bodies broken under arms, andbon^s 
•* with the pains and aches of a seven year's war, 
*• will you sufier yourselves to be sent home in rags 
*** to your families, to spend the sad remains of life 
'♦* in poverty and scorn?- — No! my brothers in arms ! 
•* I trust you will not. I trust you twar no such 
•''coward minds. I ti'ust, that after baving fought 
^ so bravely for the rights of others, you will »BfOW 
**• figfht a-^ bravety for your own rights. And nowit 
•* the accepted time and golden hour of redress, 
'** while you have weapons In your bands, the 
•** strength of an army to support you, and a beloved 
•* General at your head, ready to lead you to that 
** Justice which you owe to yourselves, and, which 
^ you have so long but vainly expected from an tin- 
** grateful rountry." 

These letters produced, as might have been ex- 
pected, a most alarming effect. Rage, like a fire in 
secret, began to bum throughout the camp* Wash- 
ington soon perceived it. He discovered it in his 
Soldiers, as, gathered into groupes, they stood and 
murmured over their grievances, while, with furious 
looks and gestures, they stamped on the earth, and 
hurled their curses against Congress. Gladdening 
at such success of his first letters, the writer instant-^ 
ly sent around a second series, still more artful and 
inflammatory than the first. The passionsof the army 
now rose to a height that threatened instantaneous 
explosion. But still their eyes, beaming reverence 
and love, were turned t6wards their honoured chief, 
to whofh they had ever tooked as to a father. 

OrTSM had they marked his tears, as, visiting thtftr 
encampments, he beheld them suffering and sinking 
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under fevers and fluxes, for want of cUrtiies and pro- 
idsiona. Often, had they hushed their complainta, 
trusting to his promises that Pongress would still 
remember them. But behold! Ms promises and 
their hopes are all alike abortive ! 

And will not Washington, the friend of justice 
and father of his army, avenge them on a government 
which has thus basely defrauded them,and deceived 
him ? There needed but a glance of his approbation 
to set the whole army in motion. Instantly with fixed 
bayonets they would have hurled the hated Congress 
from their seats, and placed their beloved Washings 
ton on the throne of St* Tammany. H^re, no doubt, 
the tempter flashed the dangerous diadem before the 
eyes of our Countryman. But Religion at the same 
time, pointed him to the great lover of ordee, 
holding up that crown, in comparison of which the 
diadems of kings are but dross. Animated with such 
hopes he had long cherished that ardent philanthro- 
py which sighs for liberty to all countries, and es- 
pecially to his own; For Liberty he had fought and 
conquered ; and now considered it, with all its bless*^ 
ings, as at hand. ^^ Tet a little whiie^ and America 
** shall become the glory of the earth-— a nation of 
*^ Brothers, enjoying the golden reign of equal laws, 
** and rejoicing under their own vine and fig*tree, 
^ and i\o tyrant co make them afraid. And shall 
^ these glorious prospects be darkened ? shall they 
** be darkened by Washington ! shall he, ever the 
'^ friend of his country, become her bitterest enemy, 
^ by fixing upon her again the iron yoke of monar- 
" chy ? shall he ! the Father of his army, become 
^^ their assassin, by establishing a government that 
** shall swallow up their liberties for ever T' 

The idea filled his soul with horror. Instead, 
therefore, of tamely yielding to the wishes of his ar» 
my to their own ruiuy he bravely opposes^hem to 
their true good: and instead of drinking in, with trai- 
torous smile, the hosannas that would have made 
him king, he darkens his brow of parental displeasure 
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«« thdr impfety. He flies to extinguish their risifig 
rebellion. He addresses letters to the officers of the 
army, desiring them to meet him at an appointed 
time and place* Happily for America, the voice of 
Washington still sounded in their cars, as the voice ol 
a father. His officers, to a man, all gathered around 
him; while, with a countenance inspiring veneration 
and love, he arose and addressed the eager- listening 
chiefs. He began with reminding them of the great 
object for which they had first drawn their is words, 
u e. THE LiBERTT OF THEIR COUNTRY. He ap- 
plauded that noble spirit with which they had sub>- 
nriitted-to so many privat^ns^combated so many 
dangers^>and overcome so many difficulties. And 
now, said he, after having thus waded, like Israel of 
old, through a I^ed Sea of blood, and withstood th« 
thundering Sinais of British fury; after having crusts 
ed the fiery serpents of Indian rifles, and trampled 
down those insidious Amalekites, the tories— ^after 
having travelled through a howling wilderness of 
war, and, with the ark of your country's liberties m 
camp, safely arrived on the borders of Canaan', and m 
sight of the glorious end of all your labours, will 
you now give yourselves up the dupes of a '^ British 
emissary ^^ and for the sordid fiesh-pots of a few 
months' pay, rush into civil war, and fall back to a 
worse than Egyptian bondage \ No ! my brave couii* 
trjonen: I trust you will not : I trust, that an army a* 
famed throughout the world for patriotism, will yet 
maintain its reputation. 1 trust, that your behavioctf 
on this last, this most trying occasion, will fill upthf 
measure of your heroism, and stamp the Americati 
character with never-dying fame. You have athiev • 
ed mirach:s. But a greater miracle still remains t v 
be achieved. We have had the glory to con€|uer<t at 
enemies ; now for the greater glory to comjuer oi j^ 
selves. Other arniies, after subduing the ent^irtM 
of their country, have themselves^ for power and plurw 
<ler, become lier tyrants, and trampled her liberti«a 
MiKler foou Be it our nobler ambitioiw after sufiW* 
M 
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iBgs unparalleled for our needy country, to retuni 
dieerfuU though pennyless, to our homes ; and pa- 
tiently wait the rewards which her gratitude will, 
one day, assuredly bestow. In the mean time, beating 
our swords into ploughshares, and ovir bayonets into 
reaping hooks, let us, as peaceful citiaens, cultivatt 
those fields from which, as victorious soldiers, we 
lately drove the enemy. Thence, as from the noblest 
of theatres, you will display a spectacle of patriot- 
ism never seen before,' You will teach the delight- 
ed world, that men are capable of finding a heaven in 
ttoble actions : and you will give occasion to posterity 
to say, when speaking of your present behaviour^ 
had this day been wanting, the triumph of our fa 
thers' virtues would have been incompleted^ 

As he spoke, his cheeks, naturally pale, were red- 
dened over with virtue's pure vermilion: while his 
eyes, of coerulean blue, were kindled up with those 
indescribable fires which fancy lends to an angel ora- 
tor, animating poor mortals to the sublimest of god- 
,like deeds. His words were not in vain. From lips, 
of wisdom, and long-tried love, like his, such counsel 
wrought as though an oracle had spoken. Instantly 
a ajMimiaee of the whole, was formed, with general 
Kroox at their head, who, in thirty minutes, reported 
the following resolutions, which were unanimouslt^ 
adopted*. 

** Resolved-— that having engaged in the war 
** from motives- of the purest love and zeal for the 
** rights of man, no circumstance of distress or da]>- 
^^ ger shall ever induce us to sully the glory we have 
^ acquired at the price of our blood, and eight years^ 
** faithful service. 

^^ Resolved— -that we continue to have an unshar 
^ ken confidence in the justice of congress and our. 
** countr}% 

^^ Resolved — that we view with abhorrence, an# 
^^ reject with disdain, the infamous proposition con- 
^ tamed in a late anonymous^ address to the officeHi- 
*»ofthearmj.'^ 
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^Tr£ officers then hasted back to their troops, who 
%ad been impatiently expecting them ; and related 
Washington's speech* They also stated as his firm 
"Conviction, that ** the claims of every soldier would 
. ^^ be liquidated ; his accounts accurately ascertained; 
^ and adequate funds provided for the payment ol 
**' them, as soon as the circumstances of the nation 
** would permit.'' 

The soldiers listened to this coinmunication with 
attention ; and heard the close of it without a mur« 
mur. *' They had no great opinion, they said, of com 
gress — ^but having gone such lengths for duty and 
aid George, they supposed they might as weW now 
^o a little farther, and make thorough work of it* A 
little pay would, to be sure, have been very welcome ; 
and it was a poor military chest that could not afford 
a single dollar, especially as some of them had hun- 
dreds of miles to their homes* But surely the peo- 
file won't let us starve for a meal's victuals by the 
way, especially after we have been so long fighting 
their battles. So, in Code's name, w«'il even shoul- 
der our knapsacks, whenever our old general shall 
say the word." 

The next day the breaking up of the army began., 
which was conducted in the following manner: The 
troops after breakfast were ordered under arms. On 
i»eceiving notice that they were ready to move. Wash- 
in g[ton with his aids, rode out on the plains of their 
encampment, where he sat on his horse awaiting their 
arrival. The troops got in motion, and with fifes 
and muffled- drums playing the mournful air of Ros^ 
Un Castle^ marched up for the last time, into his 
presence. £very countenance was shrouded in sor- 
row. At a signal giyen, they grounded their arms. 
Then, waving their hats, and faintly crying out " Goit 
mutoe great Washington^- through watery eyes they 
^ve him a long adieu, and wheeled off in files for 
* their native homes. With pensive looks his eye pur- 
sued them as they retired, wide spreading over the 
fields* But when he saw those brave troops who bad 
•o loDg obeyed him, and who had just given such an 
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cadence of their sffectfOiv-->when he mw them eloW^ 
If aeM:en4iDg behind the distant hills, shortly to dis- 
appear for ever, then nature stirred all the father 
within him, and gave him up to tears* But he wepi 
not ^^ as those without hope^^ He rejoiced in the • 
remembrance of him who treasures up the toils of 
the virtuous, and will, one day, bestow that reward 
which " thts world cannot give*^'* 

But the whole army was not disbanded at onc«« 
Shortly after this he went down to New-York to 
finish what remained of bis duty as commander in 
chief, and to prepare to return home. On the last 
day that he was there, it being known- that he meant 
lo set out for Virginia at one unlock, all hisofficerst 
who happened to be in town, assembled at Francis's 
tavern, where he lodged, to bid him a last iarewelL 
About half after twelve the general entered the 
room, where an elegant collation was spread : but - 
none tasted it. Conversation was attempted : but it 
failed. As the clock struck one, the general went 
to the side-board, and fiUing out some wine, turned 
to his officers, and begged they would join him in a; 
glass. Then, with a look of sorrow and a faltering 
/oice, he said, " Well my brave brothers in arms, we 
** part<-—— perhaps to meet in this life no more. And 
^ now I pray God to take you all in his holy keeping, 
•• and render your latter days as prosperous as the 
'* past have been glorious." 

Soon as they had drunk, he beckoned to general 
Knox, who approached and pressed his hand in team 
of delicious silence. The officers all followed his 
example; while their manly cheeks, awoUen with 
grief, bespoke sensations too strong for utterance* 
I'his tender scene being over, he moved towards the 
door, followed by his officers. By this time the street 
from the hotel to the river was filled with light in» 
fantry, and thousands of citisens, who all attended 
him in silence to the water-side, where he was to* 
take boat. Here another pleasing proof of csteeai 
given him. Instead of the oommon ierry boat, • 
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barge magnificently decorated, was reaay to receirc 
Kim, with the American jack and colors flying, and 
manned with thirteen sea captains, all in elegant 
blue uniforms. On stepping aboard the barge, he 
turned towards the people, who stood in vast crowds 
on the shore ; and waving his hat, bade them a silent 
adieu, which they in like solemn manner returned, 
all waving their hats, and without speaking a word« 
Having received their honoured freight, the sons of 
Neptune, ready with well poised oars, leap forward 
to the coxswain's call ; then, all at once falling back, 
with sudden stroke they flash their bending blades 
into the yielding flood. Swift at their stroke the 
barge sprung from the shore ; and, under the music 
of echoing row-locks, flew through the waves, fol- 
lowed by the eager gaae of the pensive thousands* 
The sighing multitude then turned away from the 
•hore with feelings whose source they did not, per* 
haps« understand. But some, on returning to their 
homes, spoke to their listening children of what 
they had seen, and of the honours which belong to 
such virtue as Washington's. 

He lodged that night at Elizahethtown, fifteen 
miles from New- York. The next morning, elate with 
thoughts of home, he ascended his chariot ; and with 
bounding steeds drove on his way through the loviely 
country of New-Jersey. This no doubt, was the 
pleasantest ride by far that he had known since the 
dark days of '75. For though joyless winter was 
spread abroad with her cold clouds, and winds shrill 
whistling over the flowerless fields ; yet to his pa- 
triot eye the face of nature shone brighter than ia 
latter years, wl^en clad in springtide green and gold 
—for it was covered over with the bright mantle of 
peace* His shoulders were freed from the burden *of 
public cares^y and his heart from the anxieties of su 
preme command. With a father's joy he could look 
asxmnd on the thick settled country, with all its 
SUk one9^ and flocks, and herds, now no lonicerex* 
|KMcd to danger. 

M ^ 
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H Happjr farmers ! the long winter of war n paal 
9mA gone— the spring time of peace is returned, and 
die voice of her dove is heard in our land. Restore 
jrour wasted farms. Spread abroad the fertilising 
manure : and prepare again to crown >x>ur war worn 
fields with joyful crops.*' 

^ Happy children ! now pour forth again in aafetj 
So your schools, l^reasure up the golden- knowledge ; 
and make yourselves the future glory and guardians 
of your country." 

Happy cttisens ! hasten to rebuild the ruined 
temples of your God. And lift your glad songs S» 
HIH, the great ruler of war, who aided your feebk 
armSf and trampled down the mighty enemy beneatli 
your feet.*' 

But often, amidst these happy thoughts, the 
swift-wheeled chariot ^ould bring him in view of 
fields on which his bleeding memory could not dweH 
without a tear. — ** There the battling armies met in 
thunder. I'he stormy strife was short. But yondev 
mournful hillocks point the place where many of our 
brave heroes sleep ; perhaps some good angel has 
whispered that their fall was not in vain." 

On his journey homewards, he stopped for a mo- 
ment at Philadelphia, to do an act, which to a tnind 
proudly honest like his, must have been a sublime 
treat. He stopped to present to the comptroller-ge- 
neral an account of all the public monies which hii 
had spent. Though this account was in his own 
hand writing, and accompanied with the proper 
vouchers, yet it will hardly be credited by Europesm 
statesmen and generals, that, in the course of an eight 
years war, he had spent only 1 2,497/, 8*.9^/. sterling! ! 

From Pliiladelphia he hastened on to Annapolrs, 
wliere congress was then in session, that he might 
return to that honourable body the commission with 
which they had entrusted him.* 

H A viNG always disliked paradev, he wished to mallM 

his signation in writing. But congress, it seenMi, 

willed otherwise. To see a man voluAtarilv ici^rteig 
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tBfP$wery wa« a spectatcle not to be met with ev^ 
day. And that they might have the pleasure of act- 
ing him in this last, and perhaps greatest, act of hti 
poblic life, they expressed a wish to receive his r%n 
signation from his own hand at a full audience* The 
next day, the 23d of December, 1783, was appointed 
for the purpose. At an early hour the house was 
crowded. I'he members of congress, with the gran- 
dees of the land, filled the floors. 'I'he ladies sparkled 
in the galleries* At eleven o'clock, Washington was 
' ushered into the house, and conducted to a seat which 
had been prepared for him, covered with red velvet. 
After a becoming pause, and information given by 
the president, that the United Stales in congress 
assembled w^ere ready to receive his communication, 
he arose ; and with great brevity and modesty obser- 
ved, that he had presented himself before them, to r»* 
sign into their hands with satisfaction the commission 
which, eight years before, he had accepted with diffi^ 
dence. He begged to offer them his sincerest con- 
gratulations for the glorious result of their uni- 
ted struggles ; took no part of the praise to him- 
self ; but ascribed all to the blessing of Heaven on 
the exertions of the nation. Then fervently com- 
mending his dearest country to the protection of Al- 
mighty God, he bade them an affectionate farewell ; 
and taking leave of all the employments of public 
life, surrendered up his commission ! 
. Seldom has there been exhibited so charming a 
display of the power which pre-eminent virtue pos- 
sesses over the human heart, ad on this occasion. 
Short and simple as was the speech of Washington, 
yet it seems to htve carried back every trembling 
imagination to the fearful days of''75, when' the Brt- 
tish fleets and armies were thundering on our coasts, 
and when nothing was talked of but slavery, confis-** 
cation, and executio s. And now they saw befove 
them the man to whom they all looked for safety in 
that gloomy time-i— who had completely answered 
^k fond hopes — who had stood hv them ineorrup- 
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ttble and tinshaken— had anticipated their mightj^ent* 
my in all his plans—- had met him at every point — had 
thwarted, defeated, and blasted all his hopes-^-and, 
victory after victory won, had at length laid his strong 
legions in dust or in chains*— and had secured to his 
country ^ glorious independence, with the fairest 
cAiance of being one of the most respectable and hap^ 
py nations of the earth-— and, in consequence of all 
this, had so completely won the hearts of his army 
and his nation, that he could perhaps have made him- 
self their master. At all events, a Caesar or a Crom- 
well would, at the hazard of a million of lives^ made 
the sacrilegious attempt. Yet they now saw this man 
scorning to abuse his power to the degradation of his 
country,— but on the contrary, treating her with the 
most, sacred respect — dutifully bowing before her 
delegated presence^ the congress-— cheerfully return- 
ing the commission she had entrusted him with-*- 
piously paying down his extensive powers at her 
feet — and modestly falling back into the humble con- 
dition of the rest of her children. The sight oi their 
great countryman, already so beloved, and now acting 
so generous, so godlike a part, produced an effect 
beyond the power of words to express. Their feel- 
ings of admiration and affection were too delicious^ 
too' big for utterance. Every countenance was swollen 
with sentiment : and delicious tears moistened every 
eye, which, though a silent, was perhaps the richest 
cftering of veneration and esteem ever paid to a hiir 
man being. 

Having discharged this last great debt to his counr 
try, the next morning, early, he ascended his chariot; 
and listened with joy to the rattling wheels, now run- 
ning off his last day's journey to Mount Vernon. Ah ! 
could gloomy tyrants but feel what Washingtcm feh 
that day, when, sweepin^long the road, with grateful 
heart, he revolved the mighty work which he had 
finished — ^his country saved and his conscience clear; 
they would tear off the accursed purple, and, startix^ 
from their blood-stained thrones, like Washington^ 
" aeek true hapoinesa in making others happy* 
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O Wassihotow! Arice gloriona name, 

What due rewards can mao decree i 

Etiipires are far below thy aim. 

And flceptres have no charms for thee ; 

Duty alone has thy regard, 

In her thou seek'st thy great reward. 



CHAPTER XL 



Washington again on his farm— sketch of his conchi€ 
there— ^suggests the importance of inland ^avig^ 
tion— companies ^forming— urges a reform of the 
old constitution— appointed President of the Unit- 
ed States-^great difficulties to encounteY -glori- 
ously surmounts them. 

TO be happy in every situation is a proof of vrh^ 
dom seldom airorde;,d by man. It proves that the 
heart is set on that which alone can ever completely 
satisfy it, i* e« the imitation of God in benevolent 
and useful life. This was the happy case with Wash* 
ington* To establish in his countiy the golden rei^ 
of liberty is his grand wish* In the accomplishment 
of this he seeks his happiness. He abhors war ; but, 
if war be necessary, to this end he bravely encoui^ 
•aers it. "His ruling passion must be obeyed. Ut 
beat his ploughshare into a sword, and exchanged 
the peace and pleasures of his farm for the din and 
dangers of the camp. Having won the great prtaa 
for which he contended, he returns to his ploughs 
His military habits are laid by with the same ease m 
he would throw off an old coat. The camp with all 
ka parade and noieie, is forgotten. He awakes, in 
jifs silent chambers at Mount Vernon^ without sigb*> 
ki£^ for the sprightly drums and fifes that used to sa- 



!*• LIFE OP WASHINGTON. 

lute him every morning. Happy among his ddmet- 
<(c8, he does not regret the shining ranks of patriot 
ftoldiers that used to pay him homage. The useful ci- 
^zen is the high character he wishes to act — ^his sword 
' turned into a ploughshare is his favourite instrurtienti 
and his beloved farm his stage. Agriculture had been 
dways his delight. To breathe the pure healthful air 
df zfarnty perfumed with odorous flowers, and enrich- 
^ with golden harvests, and with numerous flocks and 
herds, appeared to him a life nearest connected with 
individual and natibual happiness. To thin great ol>- 
ject he turns all his attention— bends all his exertions. 
lie writes to the most skilful farmers, not only in 
America, but in England (for Washington was inca- 

Cble of bearing mulice against a people who had 
en reconciled to his countiy ;) he writes, I say^ to 
the ablest farmers in America and England, for in- 
iftructiofis how best to cultivate and improve his 
lands-— ^hat grains, what grasses, what manures 
vould best suit his soils ; what shrubs are fittest for 
fences, and what animals for labour. * 

But, to a soul large and benevolent like his, to 
heautify his own farm, and to enrich his own family, 
seemed like doing nothing. To see the whole nation 
ddgaged in glorious toils, filling themselves with 
|4enty, and inundating the sea ports with food and r^^ 
ment for the poor 'and needy of distaiit nations — ^thcs 
was his godlike ambition. But, knowing that his be- 
loved countrymen could not long enjoy the honour 
and advantage of such glorious toils, unless they t:ouU 
cQlsily convey their swelling harvests to their orun 
markets^ he hastened to rouse them to a proper sens<£ 
of the infinite importance of forming canals and cats 
between all the fine rivers that run through the Uni- 
ted States. To give the greater weight to his co\i»- 
tel, he had first ascended the sources of those great 
rivers-*ascertained the distance between them— -thft 
obstacles in the way of navigation— and the probaUe 
expence of removing them. 



LIFE OF WASHINGTON. Iff 

AuAKEABLE to his wishcft, two wealtMy companm 
Were soon formed to extend the navigation of Jame» 
River and Potomac, the noUest rivers in Virginia*. 
Struck with the exceeding benefit which both theni^ 
selves and their coui|tiy would speedily derive frona a 
plan which he had not only suggested, but had ta- 
ken such pains and expence to recommend, they 
pressed him to accept one hundred and fifty shares of 
the company^s stock, amounting to near 40,000 dol- 
lars ! But he instantly refused it, saying, " what will 
** the wprld think if they should hear that I have 
** taken 40,000 dollars for this affair ? Will they not 
*^ be ^apt to suspect, on my next proposition, that mo- 
** ney is my motive ? Thus, for tke sake of money, 
•* which indeed I never coveted from my country^ 1 
•* may lose the power to do her some service, which 
** may be worth more than all money ! !" 

But, while engaged in this goodly work, he waa 
suddenly alarmed by the appearance of an evil, which 
threatened*to put an end to all his well-meant labours 
for ever — this was, the incipient dissolution of the 
federal government ! ! The framers of that fair btit 
flimsy fabric, having put it together according to 
the square and compass of equal rights and mutual 
interests, thought they had done enough. The good 
sense and virtue of the nation, it was suppos^.d, would 
form a foundation of rock whereon it would safe- 
ly rest, in spite of all commotions, foreign or da 
mestic. 

*' But, alas !" said Washington, " experience has 
shown, that men, unless constrained, will seldom do 
what is tor their own good. With joy I once beheld 
my country feeling the liveliest sense of her rights, 
and maintaining them with a spirit apportioned to 
their worth. With joy 1 have seen all the wise men 
of Europe looking on her with admiration, and all* the 
good with hope, that her fair example would regs- 
aerate the old world, and restore the blessings of 
cqtial government to long oppressed humanity. But 
alas'! in place of maintaining this glorio s attitude)^ 



Americn is herself rusbrng into disorder and disscH 
fetkm. We liave powers sufficient for self-<lefence 
and glory j but those powers are not exerted. For 
fear congress should abuse it, the people will mt 
tnist their power with congre^ Foreigners insuk 
and injure «is with impunity ; for congress has no 
power to chastise them* — Ambitious men stir up 
factions. Congress possesses no power to coerce 
them. Public creditors call for their money. Coo- 
gress has no power to collect it. In short, we caa- 
not long subsist as a nation, without lodging somo* 
where a power that may command the full energies 
of the nation for defence from all its enemies, and 
for the supjily of all its wants. The people will soon 
be tired of such a government. They will sigh for a 
change : and many of them already begin to talk of 
monarchy, without horror !'* 

lif this, as in aW cases of apprehended danger, hk 
pen knew no rest. The leading characters of the 
nation were roused : and a convbntion was formed, 
of deputies from the several states, to revise and 
amend the general government. Of this convention 
Washington was unanimously chosen president.— > 
Their session commenced in Philadelphia, May, 1787, 
and ended in October. The fruit of their six montbt. 
labour was the present excellent coKSTiTUTioit, 
which was no sooner adopted, than the eyes of the 
whole nation were fixed on him for president. 

Being now in his 57th year, and wedded to h'ks 
farm and family, he had np wish to enter again int» 
the cares and dangers of public life. £a$e was now 
become almost as necessary as it was dear to hinu 
His reputation was already at Che highest ; and as to 
money, in the service of his country he had alwayi> 
ipefused it. These things considered, together witb 
bis ' acknowledged modesty and disinterestednesa.^ 
we can hardly doubt the correctness of his declaratMM»^ 
that, ^ the call to the .magistracy was the moat 
wakome he had ever heardl'^ 



UFE OF WASHlNO'r<M(. fJ* 

^ However, aa soon as it was officially notified tm 
hitti^ in the spring of 1 789, that he was unanimously 
elected President of the United States, and that Co»» 
gress, thej) sitting in New- York, was impatient to set 
him in the chair, h^ set out for that city. Then all 
along the roads where he passed, were seen the most 
charming proofs of that enthusiasm with which the 
hearts of adl delighted to honour him. If it was ovif 
%9\dy^*' General Washington is comings ^ it was enoughs 
The inhabitants all hastened from their houses to thi 
highways, to have a sight of their great countryman; 
while the people of the towns, hearing of his approach 
allied out, horse and foot, to meet him. In eagei 
throngs, men, women, and children pressed upon bis 
steps, as waves in crowding ridges pursue the coutnnt 
of a ship through the ocean. And as a new succeV 
sion of waves is ever ready to take the place of those 
which have just ended ttieir chase in playful foam, 
so it was with the ever-gathering crowds that fol* 
lowed their Washington. 

** On reaching the western banks of Schuylkill,** 
said a gentleman who was present, ** I was astonished 
•* at the concourse of people that overspread the coun^ 
** tr}% apparently from Gray's ferry to the city. In* 
** deed one would have thought that the whole popu» 
•* lation of Philadelphia was come out to meet himv 
•* And to see so many thousands of people on foot, 
*^ on horseback, and in coaches, all voluntarily wait^ 
** ing upon and moving along with one man, struck 
** me with strangely agreeable sensations. Surely, 
** thought I, there must be a divinity in goodness^ 
** that mankind should thus delight to honour it.*' 

His reception at IVenton was more than flattering. 
It was planned, they said, by the ladies, and indeed 
bore marks that it could have been done only by 
them. The reader must remember, that it was near 
this place that the fair sex in ^76 suffered such cruel 
mdignities from the enemy; and that it was htv 
that Providence in the same year enabled Washing 
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ton so severely to chastise them for it. Th^ womca 
«rc not apt to forget their benefactors. Hearing that 
Washington was on his way to Trenton, they instancy 
held a caucus among themselves, to devise ways and 
means to display their gratitude to him. Under their 
direction, the bridge over the Sanpink, (a narrow 
creek running through Trenton, upon whose opnositc 
banks Washington and the British once fought,) was 
decorated with a triumphal arch, with this inscription 
rn large figures : 

DECEMBER 26, 1776. 

THE HERO WHO DEFENDED THE MO- 
THERS, WILL ALSO PROTECT 
THE DAUGHTERS. 

He approached the bridge on its south side, amidat 
the heartiest shouts of congratulating thousands; while 
on the north side were drawn up several hundreds oi 
Httle girls, dressed in snow-white rolies, with temple* 
.adorned with garlands, and baskets of fiowers on their 
arms. Just behind them stood long rows of young vir- 
gins, whose fair faces, of sweetest red and white,higli- 
ly animated by the occasion, looked quite angelic-— 
and, behind them, in crowds, stood their venerabk 
mothers. As Washington slowly drove oflF ihe bridge^ 
Ihc female voices all begayi, sweet as the first waking» 
or the Eolian harp : and thus they rolled the song i 

** Welcome, mighty chief! once more 
•* Welcome to this grateful shore. 
"VNow no mercenary foe 
** Aims again the fatal blow, 
** Aims at thee the fatal blow. 

♦•Virgins fair, and matrons grave, 
(Thefc thy conquering arm did save I) 
**Build for thee triumphal bowers. 
•*Swerl, yt^ fsur, his way with flowers ; 
"* Strew your heroes way with flowers*^ 



yruiLz siiq>iiig the last lines, they strewed the way 
with flowers before him. 

BoME have said that they could see in his altered 
looks, that he remembered the far diflerent scenes of 
^T6; for that they saw him wipe a tear. No doubt 
'twas the sweet tear of gratitude to turn who had pre- 
served him to see this happy day* ^ 

At New- York the behaviour of the citizens was 
equally expressive of the general veneration and es^ 
teem. The ships in the harbour were all dressed in 
their fla'^ and streamers ; and the wharves where he 
landed were r'chly decorated* A.t the water's edge 
fee was received by an immense concourse of the 
joyful citizens ; and, amidst the mingled thunder of 
guns and acclamations, was conducted to his lodg-> 
ings. Such honours would have intoxicated "most 
men : but to a mind like his, habitually conversant 
with the far subliihcr subjects of the Christian philo* 
SGqphy, they must have looked i^uite puerile. Indeed 
it appears from a note made in his journal that very 
evening, that he regarded all these marks of public 
favour rather as calls to humility than pride. ^^ The 
** display of boats on this occasion," says he, " with 
"^ vocal and instrumental music on board, the deco^ 
^rations of the ships, the roar of cannon, and the 
^ loud acclamations of the people, as I passed along 
^< the wharves, gave me as much pain as pleasure, 
** contemplating the probable reverse of this scene 
** after all my endeavours to do good." 

It was on the 23d of April, 1789, that he arrived 
ill New-York : and on the 30th, after taking the oath, 
as president of the United States, to preserve^ prO' 
ifict^ and defend the constitution^ he entered upon the 
duties of his office. 

As things then stood, even his bitterest enemies, if 
he had any, might have said, ^^ happy man be hisdoIeP* 
for he came to the helm in a perilous and fearful sea- 
son* liike chaos^ *' in the olden time^^^ our government 
was *'^ without form and void.* and darkness dwelt upon 
the face oftiitdeep^ Enemies innumerable threatened 
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Ae country, both-firom ^rtthfin md withmit, abroad 
and at home— the people of three coniintnis at dag- 
gers drawn with the young republic of America ! 

Tme pirateaof Morocco laying their nncircumcised 
hands on our rich commerce in the Mediterranean. 

The British grumbling and threatening war. 

The Spaniards shutting up the Mississippi ! 

The Kentuckians in great wartnth, threatening to 
break the union, and join the Spaniards ! 

The Indian nations, from Canada to Georgia, un- 
burying' the tomahawk ! 

North-Carolina and Rhodc-lshi d, blowing on^ 
the confederacy! strong parties in other states against 
it !— -and an alarming insurrectiott in Massachusetts ! 
While, to combat all these enemies, the United States 
had but 600 regular troops ! ! and, though eighty mil* 
lions of dolhirs in debt, they had not one cent in the 
treasury ! ! ! Here, certainly, if ever, was the time to 
try a maiPs sauL But Washington despaired not. 
Glowing with the love of his countiy, and persuaded 
that his country still enjoyed an opporttmity to be 
great and happy, he resolved, whatever i< might cost- 
him, that nothing should be wanting on his part to 
411 up the measure of her glory. But^rst oftfll^ in 
his inaugural speech^ he called upon Congress and hia 
countrymen, to look up to God for his blessing; next, 
as to themselves^ to be most industrious, honourable, 
and unitedy as became men responsible to ages yet 
unborn, for ail the blessings of a republican govern- 
ao^ent, norv^ and perhaps for the last time^ at stake, on 
their wisdom and virtue ; — then as to himself j •* / 
feel^^ said he, *' my incompetency of political siill and 
atilities. Integrity andjirmness are all I can promise. 
Thescy I knowy rvtll never forsake me^ although I may 
de deserted by all men: and of the consolations to tm 
derived from these^ under no circumstances can the 
world ever deprive m^."— And last of all, as, iii a 
crasy ship at sea^ tossed by furious winds, no pilot 
can save without the aid of able seanien, Washingtcm 
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MdendjF tallied armmd him die wisest of all Mi 
cmnuryiiieiib 

Mr. Jefferson, secretary of foreign affEiirs* 

CoL Hamilton, secretary of the treasury* 

Gen. Knox^ secretary df.war. 

Edmund Randolph, attorney general. 

John Jay, chief justice. 

John Rudedge, "| 

James Wilson, I 

John Cushing, ^ Associate Judges. 

Robert Harrison, I 

John Blair, J 

These judicious preparations being made for die 
storm, (Heaven's blessing invoked, and the ablest 
pilots embarked ' with him,) Washington then seiacd 
die helm, with a gallant hard'^'lee ; luffed up his 
ship at once to the gale, hoping yet to shoot the 
hideous gulfs that threatened all around. 

His first attention was turned to the call of Huma^ 
nitffj u e. to satisfy and make peace with the Indians. 
This was soon done ; partly by prenenta^ and by estab^ 
lishing, in their country, houses oifair trade^ which| 
hy preventing yrowi^, prevent those grudges that lead 
to private murders, and thence to public disturbances 
and wars. Some of the Indian tribes, despising these 
friendly efforts of Washington, were obliged to be 
drubbed into peace, which service was done for them 
by General Wayne, in 1794-^but not until many lives 
had been lost in preceding- defeats ; owing chiefly, it 
was said, to the very intemperate passions and pota« 
ttons of some of their officers. However, after the first 
shock, the loss of these poor souls was not much la^ 
mented. Tall young fellows, who could easily gat 
their half dollar a day at the healthful and gl<»rioua 
labours of the plough, to go and enlist and rust 
among the lice and itch of a camp, for four dollars a 
mm^h^ were c^tamly not worth their country's ci|r 
isift about. 
.N2 
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W^tiKiiafMif*i IMendly cmnwea to §]. ^ ,, 
c^uaUy fortunate. Believing that he desiPHl iiiriliinR 
but what was perfectly j'ti«r, and what both God and 
man would support htan in, ahe presently agreed to 



4- • 



negQciaie. The navigation of the Mississippi was 
'pven up. The Kentuckians were satisfied : and 
Spain and the United States lived on good teams all 
the rest of his days* 

Washington then tried his hands with the Briush. 
But alas! he soon found that they wo« not made of 
auch pliable Miff as the Indians and Spamarda. Nor 
had he the British alone to comflaitt of. He pv»- 
aendy found it as hard to satisfy his oion cmmtrw/mtn^ 
m the matter of a treaty^ as to please them. 

Foe whether it was that die two nations stiltretaln- 
ad a most unchri3tian recollection of what they had > 
«aflki«d from one ano«h<;r during the past var^^or 
whether, more unchristtanly still, they felt the odiona 
tfdrit of rivak^ and sickened at each other's prospe*. 
fi^ty'^^or whether each nation thought that the shlpa 
af the odier were navigated by their xemmen ; but so 
it was, (hat the prejudices of the two people, thougk 
iprung from the same progenitors, ran so hif^ as to 
omder it extremely diffioak for Washington to w^aSlt 
matters between them. But it was at lengdi happily 
effected, without the horrors of another war. Though 
the treaixf which brought about this desirable event- 
was entirely execrated by great numbers of sensible 
aiad honest men no doiriit, yet Washingtoa, led, an 
he says, by duty and bumamty, vatified it. 

Iv dMs signing of the treaty displayed his^nRiiflM^ 
the operation of it has, perhaps, sh^wn his wudomu 
For, surely, sinde that time, na country like dilaew^ 
so progressed in the public and private bleasinga cif 
mdustry, weakh, popuUtfion, and monlB. Whedtac 
greater, or, indeed, equal hlessiags waiiid Ihairerw^ 
anlted from a bloody war wkh&i^andsit ihattiaaa^ 
1st withers detemsine. 

9«t scamely had Washington gat deanwf hja m^^ 
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mUtk Britain, before tdll worse wsr 
dmvimi in hts way hj France. 

IWs caoae^as this. ^* The Freoch army,^ aa doe* 
ter Frankim observes, *^ having served an apprcas- 
*^ticeship to liberty in America, on going back to 
^ Fnmce, set up for themselves.'' Tkroiighout tihe 
kingdom, whereittr they -went^ tbey could talk of no- 
thing but the Americans. ** Ah, hap[^ people !" said 
they, ^neither oppressing nor oppressed, the^'- min- 
^ gle togetht^r as one great family of brothers* Cveiy 
^ man is free. • £hrery man labours for himself, and 
^ wipes with joy the sweat from hts brow, because 
^ His the earnest of plenteous food and clothing, edi»» 
•* cation, and delights, for his children !" 

The people every where listened with eagerness lo 
these descriptions of Americaai hapfHness, and sighed 
to think of their own wretchedness* 'llie smothered 
fire soon broke oilt. The press teemed with papers 
and pamphjets on the rtghts^ $/ x%ii^— the true endt 
ef ffovemment.r^9LnA the Ues^ingv of Liber ttf. ITie 
eyes of the great naticm were presently opened to » 
sight of her degraded and wretched state* Then sud^^ 
denly springing up, like a mighty giantess from the 
hated bed of violation and dishonour, she began a 
course of vengeance as terrible as it had been long 
delayed. The unfortunate king and queen were 
quickly brought low.— ITie hesKls of her tyrants 
every where bounded on the floors of the guillotine; 
while in evety place dogs Iu5ked the blood of nobles: 
and the bodies of great &rds were scattered like dung 
•sier the lace of the earth.? 

Fearing that »f Franee were suffered to go on at 
this rate, there would not in a tittle time, be a CROW» 
Irft in BufFope, the crowned heads ail confederated to^ 
sHrrest her progress. The whole surrounding world, 
bfl^ by land and water, was t» commotion : and tre* 
OMBdous fleets and armies poured in from every 
Side> to overwhelm her. With unanimity and valour 
cfnal to :^ir ^anf^ers, the war^loving Gauls rusksil^ 
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forth in crowding millions to meet their fees* The 
mighty armies Joined in battle, apt>eaTtng to the ier^ 
riptdtiye^ as if the whole humsm race were rushing 
together for mutual destruction* But not content 
with setting the eastern world on fire, the furious 
combatants (like Milton's warring SpirtU tearing up- 
and flinging mountains and islands at each other) flew 
to America to seise and drag, her into their war. 

Flam IMG on this errand, Mr. Genet lighted on our 
•ontinent as an envoy from France. He was recet^«* 
ed with joy as a brother republican. The peoplr 
every where welcomed him as the representative of a ^ 
beloved nation, to whom, under God, they owed 
their liberties. Grand dinners were given— «parh^ 
ling bumpers were filled*— and standing up round the 
vast convivial board, with joined hands, and cheeks 
glowing with friendship and the generous juice, they 
rent the air with — *' health and fraternity to the sister 
republics of France and America.^^ 

Washington joined in the general hospitality to 
the strs^nger. He extolled the valour, and congratu«> 
lated the victories of his brave countrymen. " J?am, 
sir^ said he^ in a land of Liberty^ for whose sake I 
have spent the best years of my life in rvar^ IcannotitU 
feeia trembling anxiety whenever I see an oppressed 
people drawing their srwoi ds and rearing aloft the 
sacred banners of freedom^* 

Enraptured at finding in America such a cordial 
spirit towards his country, Mr. Genet instantly set 
himself to call it into the fullest exertion. And by 
artfully ringing the changes on British cruelty ^ and 
French generosity^ to the Americans, he so far suc- 
ceeded as to prevail on some persons in Charleston 
to commence the equipment of privateers ag^itist the 
British. Dazzled by the lustre of false gratitude, to 
one nation, they lost sightof their horrid injustice Uk 
another : and during the profoundest peace betwe^i 
England and America, when the American planteiss^ 
V &eir flour, rice, aad couon, were making vMsagef 



*»ost as fast as if they had mints upon their estatM; 
md when^ on the other hand, the British artitanS 
were driving on their manufactures day and night 
for the Amerieans«-«>in this sacred season and blissful 
•tatc of things, certain persons in Charleston begatt 
to equip privateers against England. 

Orieved that his countrymen should be capable 6{ 
aiich an outrage against j't/^fc^, against humanity^ and 
every thing sacred among tnen ; and equally grieved 
to see them so far forget, so far belittle themsehes as 
to become willing, cat's paws of one nation, to tear 
another to pieces, he instantly issued his proclama* 
thiu staiing it as the ** duty^ and therefore the interest 
of the United States to preserve the strictest neutra* 
iky between the belligerents; and prohibiting the citi- 
zens of the United States^ from all manner ofinterfe* 
renee ut the unhappy ctmtest^^ 

This so enraged Mr. Genet, that he threatened to 
appeal from the president to the people ! i. e.'in plain 
Bnglish, to try to overthrow the government of the 
United States ! ! 

But, thank God, the American people were too 
w»e and virtuous to hear these things without feel- 
ing and expressing a suitable indignation. They ral- 
lied around their beloved president ; and soon gave 
tkis most inconsiderate stranger to understand, that 
he had insulted the sacred person of their father. 

Washington bore this insult with his usual good 
temper! -but at the. same time took such prudent 
measures with the French government, that Mr. 
Cknet was quickly recalled. 

Having at length attained the acme of all hk 
wishes— ^having lived to see a general and efficient 

government adopted, and for eight ^^ears in success- 
1 operation, exalting his country from the brink of 
infamy and ruin to the highest ground of prosperity 
and honour, both at home and abroad-r^^roi?^, peace 
with Britain-— with Spain— and, some slight heart 
burnings excepted, peace with France, and with: all 
the world : at home^ peace^ with the Indians— our 
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•Jimng ploaghshares laying open tlie best treasuret 
ot tbe earth— our ships flying over every sea— dis- 
ttat nations feeding on our bread, and manufactup- 
«g our ste^iles— our revenue rapidly increasing with 
our crtatt, religion, learning, arts, and whatever tends, 
to national glory and happiness, he determined to lay 
aown that load of public care which he had borne so 
long, and which, now in his 66th year, he found wa» 
growing too heavy for him. But feeling towards 
lus countrymen the solicitude of a father for hU 
cftildren, over whom he had long watched, but whom 
Be was about to leave to themselves; and tearing,.on 
^one W, Aat they might go s^stray, and, hoping. 

«5JK^^*''■'*^"^°™ *»» 1°»8 laboirs of love.fi 
might be permuted to impart the counsels of his long 

S^['"|f*'^^^**'•5'' "P/or them 2^ farewell addreJt, 

-5S 4:4!'.?' P'^^^ °^ the.ation-'has since.caUed 

«»rm'«?" ""!f P'*'"' ''^"^ ^^ length of an ordinary 
««-mon, may do as much good to the people of AmZ 
nca as any sermon ever preached, t\Xt Divine o^lr^ 

** 1»< republic du. i. left „„ &T.S'tS. 
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WASHINGTON'S LAST WORDS 

To the People of the United States. 
September, 1796. 

Friends and^Fedowdtizens^ 

** THE period for a new election of a citizen, io 
administer the executive government of the United 
States, being not far distant — and the time actually 
arrived when your thoughts must be employed in de- 
lilgnating the persdn who is to he clcuhed with that 
important trust — it appears to me proper, especially 
att it may conduce to a more distinct expression of 
die public voice, that I should now apprise you of 
the resolution I have formed, to decline being consw 
dered among the number of those out of whom a 
choice is to be made. 

** I BEG you, at the same time, to do me the justice 
to be assured, that this resolution has not been taken 
without a strict regard to all the considerations ap- 
pertaining to the relation which binds a dutiful citi- 
aen to his country ; and that, in withdrawing the 
tender of service, which silence in my situation might 
imply, 1 am influenced by no diminution of zeal for 
your future interest, no deficiency of grateful respect 
for your past kindness ; but am supported by a fuH 
conviction, that the step is compatible with bbth« 

**The acceptance of, and continjtiance hitherto in^ 
&e office' to which your suffrages have twice called 
me^ have been a uniform sacrifice of inclination to 
the opinion of duty, and to a deference for what ap- 
peared to be your desire. I constantly hoped, tRiit 
it would have been much earlier in tny power, con- 
sistently with motives which I was not at liberty t^ 
disregard, to return to that retirement from M'hich I 
lud been reluctantly drawn. The strength of my 
llicfination tc do this, previous to the last electioiiy 
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had even led to the preparation of an address to d** 
•larc It to yoiu But mature reflection on the then pc»- 
plexed and critical posture of our affairs with foreign 
nations^ and the unanimous advice of persons entitled 
to my confidence, impelled me to abandon the idea. 

** I REJOICE that the state of your concerns, exter- 
nal as well as internal, no longer renders the pursuit 
of inclination incompatible with the sentiment ot duty 
. dr propriety ; and am persuaded, whatever partiali*^ 
may be retained for my services, that, in the present 
circumstances of our country, you will not disapprove 
my determination to retire* 

** The impressions with which 1 first undertook' 
the arduous trusty were explained on the proper occ^ 
sk>n. In the discharge oi this trust, I will only say, 
(hat I have, with good intentions, contributed, towards 
the organisation and administratiou of the govern* 
ment, the best exertions of which a very fallible judg- 
ment was capal)le. Not unconscious, in the outset, 
of the inferiority of my qualifications, experience in 
my own eyes, peYhaps still more in the eyes of others, 
has strengthened the motives to diffidence of myself: 
and every day the increasing weight of years admo- 
nishes me mo^e and more that the shade of retire- 
ment is as nectssary to me as it will be welconie* 
Satisfied that if any circumstances have given pecu- 
liar value to my services, they were temporary^ .1 
► l^ave the consolation to believe, that while choice and 
prudence invite me to quit the political scene, patri- 
otism does not forbid it. 

** In looking forward to the moment which is in- 
tended to terminate the career of my public life, my 
feelings do not permit me to suspend the deep ac- 
knowledgment of thai debt of gratitude which 1 owe 
to my beloved country, for the many honours it has 
conferred upon me ; still more for the steVIfast cox^ 
fidence with which it has supported me; and for th« 
opportunities 1 hax^e thence enjoyed of manifest- 
ing my inviolable attachment^ by services faithful 
and persevering;, though in usefulness unequal^ to 
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»y zeaU if bencfiu^iave resulted to our country 
from these services, let it always be remembered to 
your praise, and as an instructive example in our 
9pnals, that, under circumstances, in which the pus- 
•ions, agitated in every direction^ were liable to mis 
lead—Kimidst appearances sometimes duluous^^vi- 
cissitudes.. of fortune often discouraging — in situ- 
IKion& in wiuch not unfrcquently want ot success has 
countenanced the spirit of criticism— ^he const uicy 
of your support was the essential prop of the ctFi)n$, 
and a guarantee of the plans by wuich they were 
eifectecL Profoundly penetrated with this idea, I 
ahall carry it with tvm t<> my grave, as a strong in- 
citenienrt to unceasing vows tlvat Heaven mi»y con- 
tinue to you tlie choicest tokens of its beneficence ; 
that your union and brotherly affection may be per- 
petual ! that the free coii«titu/ion, which is the work 
of your hands, may be sacredly maintained j that its 
administration, in every dt partrntnt, may be stamped 
, with .wisdom and viriuvr ; that, in fine, the happiness 
of the people of these states, under the «Hispices of 
Heaven, may be made complete^ by so careful a pre- 
servation and so prudent a use of liberty, as will ac 
quirt: to them tlie glory of recommeiiding it t3 the 
applause, the affection, and the adoption of every 
nation which is yet a stranger to it 

" U£RE, perhaps, 1 ought to stop. But a solicitude 
for your welfare, which cannot end but with my life, 
and the apprehension of dang^ r, natural to that soli 
citude, urge me,.oji an occasion like the present, to of- 
fer to your solemn contemplation, v.nd to recommend 
to your frequt^nt review, some sentiments, which are 
liie result c^ much reflection, of no inconsiderable 
^bseivation, and which appear to me all important 
to the permanency of your felicity as a people* These 
will be offered to you with the more freedom, as you 
can only see in them the di&imerested warnings of 
a parting friend^ who can possibly have no personal 
motive t^ bia& his counsel. N^*" can i forget, as 
0m eocouragem^dt to. it^ your indulgent receptioa 

O 
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of my sentiments on a former and not dissimilar ol- 
caston. 

** Interwoveh as is the love of liberty with every 
ligament of your hearts, no recommendation of mine 
is necessary to fortify or confirm the attachment* > 

** The unity of government, which constitutes you 
one people, is also now dear to you* It is justly so; 
for it is a main pillar in the edifice of your real in- 
dependence; the support of your tranquility at home* 
your peace abro^i ; of your safety ; of your prospe** 
Tity ; of that very liberty which you so highly prize« 
But as It is easy to foresee^ that from different causes^ 
and from different quarters, much pains will be taken, 
many artifices employed, to weaken in your minds* 
the conviction of this truth ; as this is the point in 
your poiittcal fortress, against which the batteries of 
internal and external enemies will be most constantlir 
und actively (though often covertly and insidiously/ 
directed ; it \%o{ infinite fnoment^ that you should pro- 
perly estimate the immemte value of your national 
union^ to your collective and individual happiness ; 
that you should cherish a cordial, habitual, and \m- 
moveable attachment to it ; accustoming yourselves 
to think and speak of it as of the palladium of your 
oolitical sakty and prosperity ; watching for its pre- 
servation with jealous anxiety; discountenancing 
whatever may suggest even a suspicion that it can t|| 
any event be abandoned ; and indignantly frowning 
apon the first dawning of every attempt to alien any 
portion ot our country from the rest, or to enf«;eble 
the saCred ties which now link together the varioua 
parts. 

^-^FoR this you have everyinducement of sympathy 
and interest. Citizens, by birth or choice, of a com- 
mon tountry, that country has a right to concentrate 
your affections* The name of American, which b^ 
tongs to vou in your national capacity, must alwa}^ 
exalt the just pride of patriotism, more than any ap* 
pell ition derived from local discriminations. With 
dtght shades of differeuce, you have the same i^H- 
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l^n, maniiers, habits and political principles* Yon 
have, in a common cause^ fought and triumphed to* 
gether. The independence and liberty you possess 
are the work of joint councils, and joiht eiForts-— of 
common dangers, sufferings and successes* 

** But these considerations, however powerfully 
diey address themselves . to your sensibility, art 
greatly outweighed by those which apply more im- 
mediately to your interest* Here every portion of 
our country finds the most commanding motives for 
carefully guarding and preserving the union of the 
whole. 

'* The north, in an unrestrained intercourse with 
the- south, protected by the equal laws of a common 
^vemment, finds in the productions of the latter, 
great additional resources of maritime and commer- 
cial enterprize, and precious materials of manufac- 
turing industry* The SOUTH, in the same intercourse 
benefiting by the agency of the north, sees its ajrri- 
culture grow, and its commerce expand* fuming 
partly into its own channels the seamen of the north. 
It finds its particular navigation Invigorated : and 
while it contributes, in different ways, to nourish and 
increase the general mass of the national navigation^, 
it looks forward to the protection of a mariti ne 
strength, to whi^h itself is unequally adapted. — Th« 
£AST, in a like intercourse with the west, already 
finds, and in the progressive improvement ol interior 

: communications, by land and water, will more and 
more find a valuable vent for the commodities which • 
it brings from abroad, or manufactures at home.-— 
The WEST derives from the east supplies requisite 

,to its growth and comfort: and what is, perhaps, of 
still greater consequence, it must of necessity owe 

rthe SECURE enjoyment of indispensable outlets 
for its own productions, to the weight, influence, and 
4he future maritime strength of the Atlantic side of 
the union, directed by an indissoluble community of 
interest, as one nation* Any other tenure, by which 

-the west can hold this essential advantage, whether 
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derived from its own separate strength, or from iw 

■ apOiUrte and vnnaturoi connexion with any foreign 
popery must be intrinsically precarious. 

•* While then every part of our country thus feels 
an immediate and particidar interest in unions all the 
panics combined cannot fail to find, in the united 
mass of means and eflorts, greater strength, greater 
resource, proportionably greater security fromexter* 
nal danger^ a less frequent interruption of their peace, 
by foreign nations. And, what is of inestimable.valuc^ 
they must derive from union an exemption from 
those broils and wars between themselves, which so 
frequently afflict neighbouring countries, not tied to- 
gether by the same government ; which their owa 
rivalships a^one would be sufficient to produce, but 
which opposite foreign alliances, attachments, and 
intriguer, would stimulate and embitter. Hence, liice»> 
wise, they will avoid the necessity of those cirei> 
grown military establishments, which, under anj 
form of government are inauspicious to liberty ; and 
which arc to be regarded as particularly hostile tp 
republican liberty. In this sense it is, that your union 
ought to be considered as a main prop of your liber- 
ty, and that the love pf the one ought to endear to 
you the preservation of the other. 

^^ These considerations speak a persuasive lan- 
guage to every reflecting and virtuous mind ; and ex- 
hibit the continuance of the union as a primary ob- 
ject of patriotic desire. Is there a doubt, whether a 
common government can embrace so large a sphere r 
Let experience solve it. To listen to mere specula- 
tion in such a case were criminal. We are autho- 
rised to hope that a proper organization of the whole, 
with the auxiliary agency of governments for the re- 
spective subdivisions, will aiTord a happy issue to 
the experiment. ^Tis well worth a fair aiui full expe- 
riment With such powerful and obvious motives to 
union, aflecting all parts of our country, while ex- 
]ler!ence shall not have demonstrated its impracti- 
cabiHty, there will always be reason to distrust tbe 



LIFE OF WASHINGTON. 14* 

patriotism ofthosie, who In any quarter may endea* 
▼or to weaken its bands. 

^ In contemplating the causes which' may disturb 
our union, it occurs^ as a matter of serious concern^ 
that any ground should have been furnished for cha- 
racterising parties by GEOGRAPniCAL discrimina- 
tions— northern and southern— ATLANi ic and , 
WESTERN ; whence designing men may endeavor to 
excite a belief, that there is a real difference of lo» 
cal interests and views* One of the expedients of 
party to acquire influence, within particular districts, 
IS to misrepresent the opinions and aims of other dis- 
tricts* You cannot shield yourselves too much attains! 
the jealousies and heart-burnings which spring from 
these misrepresentations* They tend to render alien 
to each other, those who ought to be bound together 
by fraternal affection. The inhabitants of our west- 
cm country have lately had a useful lesson on this 
head. They have seen, in the negociation by the 
executive, and in the unanimous ratification by the 
senate, of the treaty with Sp^^in, and in the univer- 
sal satisfaction at that event throughout the United 
States* a decisive proof how un founded were the sus* 
picions propagated among them, of a policy in the 
general government, and in the Atlantic states, un- 
friendly to their interest in regard to the Mississippu 
They have been witnesses to the formation of two 
treaties, that with Great- Britain,.and that with Spain, 
which secure to them every thing they could tl sire, 
in respect to our foreign relations, towards confir'n- 
ing their prosperity. Will it hot be their wisai m 
to rely for the preservation of these advant<)ges on 
the union by which they were procured ? Will they 
not henceforth be deaf to those advisers, if such there 
are, who would sever them from their brethren, and 
connect them with aliens? 

<* To the eflicacy and permanency of your union 
% government forth* vvh< le is indispensable. No.aK 
l!ancesy 1 owfver stric , b tween the parts, can be an 

(4ua le ubstit vte. i hey musanevitabivpenenjc 
02 
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Ifie hifrAitibA«attd intett^pfioilft nAAth M rililtli^dl 
tn all times hare experiencedi iSetisiBle of thia iMk> 
itienfous truth, you haVe ift>]^ityred ttpon ycM- first 
eMay, by the adoption of a constitution of gbVetitt^ 
mem bctttf ealculated than youf for mtgr, for an ittt^* 
Aiate union, and for th« efficacious ttianagement ^ 
your tommon concerns. This government, the off* 
apring of your own choice, uninfluenced and utmw* 
ed, adopted upon full investigation and mature deK* 
beration, completely free in its principles, in the di^ 
tfibution of its powers, uniting security with ener- 
gy, and containing within itself a provision for it* 
own amendment, has a just claim to your confidence 
and your support. Respect for its authority, com- 
irirance with its laws, acquiescence in its measures, 
are duties enjoined by the fundamental maxims of 
true liberty. The basis of our political systenna ia. 
the right Of the people to make and alter their cOtah 
irtitutions of government. But the constitution whtcll 
at any time eXists> till changed by an explicit aftd 
authentic act df the whole people, is sacredly obli^ 
gatory upon all. The very idea of the power and tfe«e 
right of the people to establish government, pre- 
supposes the duty of every individual to obey th« ca* 
tablished government* 

•^ AlL obstructions to the execution of the laWa, 
fl^l combinations and associations, under whatever 
plausible character, with a real design to direct, coti- 
troi, counteract, or awe the regular deliberation and 
action of the constituted authorities, are destructive 
ctf this fundamental pTintiple, and of fatal tendeni^, 
Thiiy serve to organise faction ; to give it an artifici^li 
atid extraordinary force ; to put in the place of tb# 
delegated will of the nation, the Will of a party, often 
a^mall, but artful and enterprising minority of thir 
community; and, according to the alternate triumphi^ 
of diflerent parties, to make the public admmiatt^- 
tftii th€ mirrcr of the iU-cdnc^fted and incongruoM 
projects of faction-, rather than the organ of eonaMii 
tent and whoe^ome pltths, digea^ed by doititeoa 
aoimsois, and odified by mutual intereks* - 



^ Ho^WBTliB combinatioBS or asaociatioM 0f tha 
^M&9t dtetfcriptioa may now and tben answer popular 
cada, they are likely^iathe course of time and thm^il^ 
tty become potent engines^ by which cunnings aasbn 
tiotis^ and unprincipled men will be enabled to .sub* 
▼ert the ^e^rr qf tfie peofiie / and to usurp, to /AtfN»« 
0eive^ the reins of government; destroying after- 
IMFards thef vety engines which have lifted them to uiw^ 
jlist dominioti. 

** Towards the preservation of your govemmenl^ 
aiMi the permanency of your present happy state^ k 
iM requisite, not only that you speedily discounter 
nance irregular oppositions to its acknowledged »»• 
tbority^ but also that you resist with care the spirit of 
innovation upon its principles, however specious th» 
pretexts. One method of assault may be to*eficci^ 
in the forms of the constitution, alterations wbidar 
will impair the energy of the system; and thus tit 
undermine what cannot be directly overthrown. In 
s|B th< changes to which you may be invited, remem^* 
ber that time ami habit are at least as necessary to 
fei tht true character of government, as of other bu^ 
man institutions ; that experience is the surest st^ndF« 
ard^ by which to test the real tendency of the exisa>» 
ing constitution of a country ; that facility in changes^ 
upon the credit of mere hypothesis and opinion, eJH 
poseft to perpetual change, from the endtess variety 
of hypothesis and opinion. And rememt>er^ especial 
Iff that for the efficient management of your cqyunoBf 
intfirests, in a country so extensive -as ours, a go** 
v^nMnent of as much vigor as is consistent with the . 
perfect security of liberty, is indispenable. Liberty 
iMielf will find in such a government, with powers 
properly distributed and ndjusted^its surest guardiam. 
it is^ ind#dft^ little else than a nume^ where the gov« 
ctnmeptifr too feeble to withstand the enterprises of 
fecttotP VtO' confine each member of the society withia 
1Jh« limitB prescribed by the laws; and to muintaia aH 
to the aacure a«id tramntU to}oyment of t&e rightacil' 
pinoliatidpfpetty. 
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^ I HAVE already intimated to you the danger of 
die parties in the state, with particular reference tt 
the founding of them on geographical discrimina* 
lions. Let me now take a more comprehensive view, 
and warn you in the most solemn manner against the 
baneful effects of the spirit of party, generally. 

. ** This spirit, unfortunately, is inseparable from 
our nature, having its root in thf strongest passions 
of the human mind.' It exists under different shupeSi 
in all governments, more or less stifled, controled, 
or repressed. But in those of the popular form, it is 
, teen in its greatest rankneas ; and is truly their worst 
enemy. 

*^ Thi^ alternate dominion of one faction over 
ttiothery sharpened by the spirit of revenge natural 
to party dissention* which, in different ages and 
countries, has perpetrated the most horrid enormi* 
ties, is itself frightful despotism. But this leads at 
length to a formal and permanent despotism. The 
disorders and miseries which result, gradually incline 
the minds of men to seek security and repose in the 
absolute power of an individual. And, sooner or iater, 
the chief of some prevailing faction, more able or 
more fortunate than his competitors, turns this dis^ 
position to the purposes of his own elevation, on the 
ruins of public liberty. 

u Without looking forward to an extremit>' of 
this kind (which, nevertheless, ought not to be entire- 
ly out ^f sight,) the co nmon and continual mischiefa . 
of the spirit of party are sufficient to make it the in* 
terest and duty of a wise people to discourage and . 
restrain it. 

*< It serves always to cHstract the public counctb^^ 
and enfeeble the public administration* It agitates 
die community with ill founded jealcusiea and false 
alarms ; kindles the animosity of one part i^ainst 
%nother ; foments occasionally riot and insurrff^ion; 
and opens the door to foreign influence and e||frup* - 
doii) which find a facilitated access to the government 
Mself through the channels of party passions. Thui^ . 
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«^ policy and will of one country arc subjected to 

the policy and will of another. 

" Thzhe is an opinion that parties in free coun- 
tries are useful checks upon the administration of th« 
government, and serve to keep alive the spirit of 
liberty, i'his^within certain limits^ is pr<«bably true, 
and, in governments of a monarchical cas . patriotism 
m'£Ly look, with indulgence, ififbi with tavor, upon 
' the spirit of party. But in tl ^se ol" the popular cha- 
racter, in governments purely lective, it is a spirit 
not to be encouraged. From their natural lf*ndency, 
it is certain there will always be enough of this spir- 
it for every salutary purpose. And there being con- 
stant danger of excess, the efFoi i ought to be, by 
torce of pulilic opinion, to mitigate and assuage is.. 
A fire not to be quenched, it demands a uniform 
vigilance to prevent its bursting into a flame, les^ 
instcail of warnung, it should consume. ^ 

** It is important, likewise, that the habits of think- 
ing iii a free country should inspire caution, in those 
entrusted with its a<lministration, to confine thenw 
Itelvcs within tl^eir respective constitutional spheres, 
avoiding, in the exercise of the powers of one depart- 
ment, to encroach upon another. The spirit of en- 
croachment tends to consolidate the powers of all the 
departments in one, and thi^s to create, whatever the 
form of government, a real despotism. A just esti- 
mate of that love of power, and pronenesb to abuse 
it, which predominates m tiie human heart, is suffi- 
cient to siitisfy us of the truth of this position. The 
necessity of reciprocal checks, in the exercise of po- 
litical power, by dividing and distributing it into dif- 
ferent depositories, and constituting each the gua»-^ 
dian of public weal against invasions by the others, 
has been evinced by experiments ancient and modem; 
ipme of them in our country, and under ourowneyea. 
To preser^'e tliem must be as necessary as to institute 
theiH* If, in the opinion of the people, the distribu- 
tion or modification of the Cfmstitutioaal powers be 
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io any particular wrong, let it be corrected by m 
amendment in the way which the constitution desig* 
Dates.«<»But let there be no change by usurpation ; 
for though this, in one instance, may be the instru- 
ment of good, it is the customary ^veapon by which 
free govtrrnments are destroyed— The precedent 
must alwa} 8 greatly overbalance, in permanent evil, 
any partial or transient bentfit which the use can at 
any time yield. 

♦' Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to 
political prospeiity, religion and morality are indis- 
pehsable supports. — In vainVould that man claim 
the tribut,e ol patrotism, who should labor to sub- 
vert these great pillars of human happiness, these 
firmest prop^ of the duties of menand citizens. — ^Thc 
mere politician, equally with the pious man, ought 
to respect and to cherish them. — A volume could 
not trace all their connexions with private and public 
felicity. Let it be simply asked, where is the secu- 
rity for property, for reputation, for life, if the sens^ 
ol religious obligations desert the oaths, which arc 
the instruments of investigation in courts of justice? 
And let us with caution indulge the supposition, that 
morality can be tnaintained without religion. What 
ever may be conceded to the influence of refined edu- 
cation on minds of peculiar structure, reason and ex- 
perience both forbid us to expcctthat national moral- 
ity can prevail in exclusion of religious principle. 

** Tis substantially true, that virtue or morality n 
a necessarj' spring of popular government. The ruk 
indeed extends with more or less force to ever}' spe- 
cies of free government. Wlu) that is a sincere 
friend to it can look with indiffereoce upon attempts 
to sliake the foundation of the fabric ? 

♦* Promote, then, as an object of primary import-* 
ance, institutions for the general diffusion of know- 
ledge.-^In proportion as the structure of a govern- 
ment gives force to public opinion, it is essential 
iksX publtic i>ptnon ihoutd be enli^ghtened. 
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** A« a very important source of strength and se- 
curity^ cherisri public credit. Oae metliod of pre- 
serving it, is to use it as sparingly as possible ;. avoid- 
ing occasions of expence by cultivating peace ; but 
remembering also that timely disbursements to/?r#- 
parc for danger frequently prevent much greater dis- 
bursements to reptl it ; avoiding likewise the , accU" 
mulations of debt^ not only by shunning occasions of 
expence, but by vigorous exertions, in time of peace, 
to, discharge the debts which unavoidable wars may 
have occasioned ; not ungenerously throwing upon 
posterity the burden «vhich we ourselves ought to 
bear. — The execution of these maxims belongs to 
your representatives ; but it is necessary that public 
opinion should co-operate. /Fo fucilitate to them the 
performance of their duty> it is essential that yott 
should practically bear in mind, that towards the pay- 
ment of debts there must be revenue ; that to hare 
revenue there must be taxes ; that no taxes can be 
devised which are not niore or less inconvenient and 
unpleasant; that the intrinsic embarrassment inse- 
parable from the selection ol the proper object (which 
IS always a choice of difficulties) ought to be a deci- 
sive motive for a candid construction of the conduct 
of the government in making it, and for a spirit of 
acquiescence in the nu asures for obtaining revenue, 
which the public exigencies may at any time dic- 
tate. 

** Obs^erve good faith and justice towards all na- 
tions J cultivate peace ai^d harmony with all. Keli-. 
gion and morality enjoin this conduct : and can it be 
that good policy does not equally enjoin it ? It will be' 
worthy of a free, enlightened, and at no distant period 
a great nation, to give to mankind the magnanimous 
and too novel example of a people always guided by 
an exalted justice and benevolence. Who can doubt 
thai in the course of time and things* the fruits of 
such a plan would richly repay any temporary advan- 
tages which might be lost by a steady adherence to it 
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Can it be, that Providence has not connected the per- 
manent felicity of a nation with its virtue ? The ex- 
perimenty at least, is rccommemdcd hy tvery senti- 
ment which ennobles human nature. Alas ! is it ren- 
dered impossiWc by its vices I 

** In the execution of such a plan, nothing is more 
essential than that permanent, inveterate antipathies 
against particular nations, and passionate attach- 
mcnts for others, should be excluded ; and that in 
place of them just and amicable feelings towards all 
should be cultivated. The nation which indiilgcs 
towards another an habitual hatred, or an habitual 
fondness, is in some degree a slave. It is a. slave 
to its animosity or to us affection, either ot which is 
sufficient to leatl it astray from its duty and its in- 
terest. Antipathy in one nation against another dis- 
poses each more readily to offer insult and injury ; So 
lay hold of sligl)t causes cf umbrage ; and t,o be 
haughty and intractable, when accidental or trifling 
•occasions oF dispute occur. Hence fr<rqucnt colU- 
Sfons, obstinate, envenomed, and bloody contests. 
The nation, proinpted by ill-will and rcscmmcnt, 
sometimes impels to war the government^ contrary 
to the best calculations of policy. Tht; govcrnmeat 
sometimes participates in ihc national propensity ; 
and adopts, throuujh passion, what reason would re- 
ject. At other times, it makes the animosity of the 
nation subservient to projects of hostility, instigated 
by pride, ambition, and other sinister and pernicious 
motives. The peace often, sometimes perhaps the 
, liberty, of nations has been the victitn.^ 

** So, likewise, a passionate attachment of one n»- 
tion^for^another produces a variety of evils.- Syar\pa-> 
thy for the favorite nation, facilitating the illusion of 
an imaginary comnoon interest, in cases where bo 
real common interest exists, and infusing into one 
the enmities of the other,betraysthe former into A par- 
ticipation in the quarrels and wars of the latter^ with- 
out adec^uate indtteenEteut or jastiJUatioiu It leads 
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ako to concessions to the favorite nation^* of privi- 
leges denied to others, whicH is apt doubly to injure 
the nation, making the concessions ; by unnecessari- 
ly pat-ting with whato(Sght to have been retained^ and 
by exciting jealousy, ill-will, and a disposition to re- 
taliate, in the parties from whom equal privileges arc 
withheld. And it gives to ambitious, corrupted, or 
deluded citizens (who devote themselves to the fa 
vourite nati6n) facility to betray or sacrifice the inte 
rests of their own country, without odium, sometimef 
even with popularity ; gilding, with the appearances 
of a virtuous sense of obligation, a commendable de»^ 
ference for public opinion, or a laudable zeal for pub- 
lic good^ the base or foolish compliances of ambitioa, 
corruption, or infatuation. 

** As avenues to foreign influence in innumerable 
ways, such attachments are particularly alarming to 
the truly enlightened and independent patriot. How 
many opportunities do they afford to tamper with do- 
mestic factions ; to practise the arts of seduction ; to 
mislead public opinion ; to influence or awe the pub- 
lic councils ! Such an attachment of a small or weak, 
towards a great and powerful nation, dooms the for- 
mer to be the satellite of the latter* 

"Against the insidious wiles of foreign influence 
(I conjure you t6 believe me, fellow-citizens) the. 
jealousy of a freje people ought to be constantly 
awake ; since history and experience prove that fo- 
reign influence is one of the most baneful foes of 
republican government. But that jealousy, to be 
useful, must be impartial ; else it becomes the in- 
strument of the very influence to be avoided, instead 
of a defence against it. — Excessive partiality forcaae 
foreign nation, and excessive dislike of another, 
cause those whom they actuate, to see dangier only CA 
one side ; and serve to veil and even second the arts 
of influence on the other. Real patriots, who ma]F 
resist the intrigues of the favorite, are liable to bcr 
^onic suspected and odious; while its to<^ and ckqpev^ 
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usurp the applause and confidence of the people* fi» 

surrender their interests. 

*♦ The great rule of conduct for us> in regard to- 
foreign nations, is, in extending our commercial re^ 
lations, to have with them as little political con- 
nexion as possible. So far as we have already form- 
ed engagements, let them be fulfilled with perfect 
good faith. Here let us stop. 

** Europe has a set of primary interests, which ta 
us have none^ or a very remote relation. Hence she 
must be engaged in frecfuent controversies, the cau- 
ses of which are essentially foreign to our concerns. 
Hence* therefore, it must be unwise in us to impli- 
cate ourselves, by artificial ties, in the ordinary Vi- 
cislsitudes of her politics, or the ordinary combina* 
^ons and collision of her friendships or enmities. 

** Our detached and distant situation invites and 
enaltes us to pursue a different course. if we re- 
main one people, under an efficient government, the 
period is not far off, when we may ciefy material in^ 
jury from external ai^noyance ;. when we may take 
such an attitude as will cause the neutrality, we may 
At any time resolve upon, tr be scrupulously respect- 
ed ; when belligerent nations, under the impossibi- 
lit}' of making acquisitions upon us* will not lightly 
hazard the giving us provocations i when we may 
choose peace or war, as our interesi, guiued t^ 
justice^ shall counsel. 

^* Wmr forego the advantages of so peculiar a ac- 
tuation ? Why quit our own,, to stand upon ioreiga 
ground ? Why, by interweaving our destiny with 
that of any part of Europe, entangle our peace and 
prosperity in the toils oi European ambition, rival- 
ship, interest, humour, or caprice ? "^ 

** 'Tis our true policy to steer clear of permanent 
alliances, with any portion of the foreign world p so 
fcr, I mean, as we are now at liberty' to do it ; for let 
■ne not be understood as capable of patronising in- 
id^i'*ty to existing engagements. I hold the maxioi: 
W» less applicable to public than to private afFans^ 
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%1iat honesty is always the best policy* I repeat k, 
dierefof e, let those engagements be observed in their 
genuine sense. But, in my opinion, it is unnecessih- 
Ty, and would be unwise, to extend them. 

^ Taking care always to keep ourselves, by suit* 
able establishments, in a respectable defensive pos* 
ture, we may safely trust to temporary alliances for 
extraordinary emergencies. 

^ H ARHONT; and a liberal intercourse with all na- 
tions, are recommended by policy, humanity, and in- 
terest. But even our commercial policy should hold 
an equal and impartial Jpand ; neither seeking nor 
granting exclusive favors or preferences ; consulting 
the natural course of things i diffusing and diversify^ 
ing by gentle means the streams of commerce, but 
forcing nothing ; establishing, (with powers so dis^ 
posed, in order to give trade a stable course,. t > de- 
fine the rights of out merchants, and to enable the 
government to support them,) conventional rules of 
intercourse, the best that present circumstances and 
mutual opinion will perrnit, but temporary, and liable 
to be from time to time abandoned or varied, as ex- 
perience and circumstances shall dictate ^ constantly 
Keeping in view, that it is folly in one nation to look 
for disinterested favors from another ^ that it must 
pay with a portion of its independence, for whatever 
it may accept under that character ^ that, by such 
acceptance, it may place itself in the condition of 
having given equivalents for nominal favors, and yet 
of being reproached with ingratitude for not giving 
mrore. There can J>e no greater error than to expect 
or calculate upon real favors from nation to nation. 
It i^ an illusion which experience must cure, which 
a just pride ought to discard. 

** Im offering to you, my countrymen, these coun- - 
sels of an old and affectionate friend, I dare not hope 
they will make the strong and lasting impression I 
could wish ; that they will control the usual current 
of the passions, or prevent our nation from running 
tiie course which has hitherto marked the destiny of 
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nations ! but, if I may even flatter myself, that they 
may be productive qf some partial benefit, some oc- 
casional good ; that they may now and then recur to 
moderate the fury of party spirit ; to warn against 
the mischiefs of foreign intrigue ; to guard against 
the impostures of pretended patriotism j this hope 
Krill be a fu!l recompense for the solicitude for your 
welfare, by which they have been dictated. 

** How far, in the discharge of my official duties, 
1 have been guided by the principles which have 
been delineated, the put)lic records and other evi- 
dences of my conduct must witness to you and to the 
world. To myself, the assurance ot my own con- 
science is, that I have, at least, believed myself to 
be guided by them. 

" In relation to the still subsisting war in Europe, 
my proclamation of the 22d of April, 1793, is the 
index to my plan. Sanctioned by your approving 
voice, and by that of your representatives in both 
houses of congress, the spirit ot that measure has 
cOhtinually governed me, uninfluenced by any at- 
tempts to deter or divert me from it. 

'<* After deliberate examination, with the aid of 
the best lights I could obtain^ I was well satisfied 
that our country, under all the circumstances of the 
case, had a right to take, and was bound in duty and 
interest to take, a neutral position. Having taken it,- 1 
determined, as far as should depend upon me, to main- 
tain it with moderation, perseverance, and firmness* 

** The considerations which respect the right to 
hold this conduct, it is not necessary on this occa- 
• sion to detail. 1 will only observe, that, according 
to my understanding of the matter, that right, so far 
from being denied by any of the belligerent powers, 
has been virtually admitted by all. 

♦' The duty of holding a neutral conduct may be 
inferred, without any thing more, from the obliga- 
tion which justice and humanity impose on every na- 
tion, m cases in which it is free to act, to maintain 
inviolate the relations of peace and amity towavda 
other nations* 



LIFE OF WASHINGTON* 161 

^ The inducements of interest for observing that 
tonduct will l>est be referred to your own reflections 
and experience. With me^ a predominant modve 
has been, to endeavor to gain time to our country 
to settle and mature its yet recent institutions, and 
to progress without interruption to that degree of 
strength and consiistency, which is necessary to give 
it» humanly speaking, the command of its own for- 
tunes. 

** Til OUOH, in reviewing the incidents of my ad- 
ministration, I am unconscious of intentional errcMr, 
t am nevertheless too sensible of my defects, not to 
think it probable that I may have committed many 
errors. Whatever they may be, I fervendy beseech 
the. Almighty to avert or mitigate the evils to which 
they may tend. I shall also carry with me the hope 
that my country will never cease to view them with 
indulgence ; and that, after forty«five years of my 
life dedicated to its service, with an upright zeal, the 
Taults of incompetent abilities will be consigned to 
oblivion, as myself must sqon be to the mansions of 
rest. 

^ Relying oh its kindness in this as in other tbingi, 
amd actuated by that fervent love towards it, which 
is so natural to a man, who views in it the native soil 
of himself acd his progenitJ^rs for severai generations, 
I anticipate with pleasing expectation that retreat, in 
which i promise myself to realize, without alloy, the 
sweet enjoyment of partaking, in the midst of my 
feUow-citiaens, the benign influence of good laws tm^ ' 
dcr a free government-— the ever favorite object of 
Iny heart, and the happy reward, as 1 trust, of our 
nutual cause, labours and dangers. 



"^ United States^ 
nth Sept. 1796.*' 



G. WASHINGTON. 

} 
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The appearance of this address in the gazettes of 
Ae United States, struck every where a damp on th« 
spirits of the people. To be tnus bidden farewell by 
one to whom, in every time of danger, they had so 
UMig and so fondly looked up, as, under God, their 
surest and safest friend, could not but prove to them 
a grievous shock. Indeed many could not refrain 
from tears, especially when they came to that part 
where he talked of being soon to be ** consigned to 
the mansions of rest.'* 

During the next and last session that he ever 
met congress, which began on the 7th of December, 
I T96, he labored hard to induce that honorable body 
nstantly to set about the following public works, 
which, to him, appeared all important to the nation* 

1st. Societies and institutions for the improva- 
ment of agriculture. 

2d. A navy. 

3d. A military Academy. 

4th. A manufactory of arms. 

5th. A national university. 

On the 4th of March^ 1797, he took his last leave 
G i Philadelphia. Having ever been an enlightened 
tnd virtuous republican, who deems Hthe first of ^ 
<iuties to honour the man whom the majority of his 
'•«untrymen had chosen jp honour, Waphington could 
*H»t think of going away, until he had first paid his 
lespects to the man of their choice. It was this that * 
- retardwi his journey — it was this that brought him ta 
•be senate chamber. 

About eleven o'clock, while the members of con- 
gress, with numbers of the first characters, were at- 
iembled in the senate hall, anxiously awaiting tfaft 
arrival of Mr. Adam's, a modest rap was heard at the 
door. Supposing it to be the president elect,, the a%. 
tentioQ of all was turned tb the entrv, when, lo ! in^ 
•cead of Mr. Adams and his suite, who should appear 
but the honoured and beloved form of Washingtoxv 
without attendants, and in his plain travelling dress 
IbsUntly the joy of filial love sprung up in all bean« 
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i;Iowed in ev^ry face ; and bursted forth in inwokm» 
tary plaudits from every tongue. Presently Mr. Ad- 
ams entered with his attendants ; but passed on in a 
great measure unnoticed. The father of his country * 
was in the presence of his children, and perhaps for 
the last time ; who then could divide his attentions . 
Riveted on his face was every glistening eye ; while 
busy memory^ flying over the many toils and dangers 
of his patriot life, gave the spectators up to those de- 
licious thoughts from which no obtruder could break 
them without a sigh. * 

Having just waited to congratulate Mr. Adams 
on his inauguration, and very heartily to pray that - 
"^ his government might prove a great joy to himself 
*^ and a blessing to bis county 9^ he hastened to 
Mount Vernon ; to close in peace the short evening 
of this laborious Hie ; and to wait for a better, even 
for that " rest xvhic^ remainethfsr the people cfGad* 

He carried with him the most fervent prayers of 
congress, that ^* Hewoen would pour its happiest sufh- 
shine on the decline of his daifs*^ But this their pray- 
er was not fully answered* On the contrary, with 
respect to his country^ at least, his evening sun went #^ 
down under a cloud. 

The French directory, engaged in a furious war 
with £ngland, turned to America for aid. But Washe- 
ington, wisely dreading the effects of war on his 
young republic, and believing that she had an unques- 
tioned right to neutrality, most strictly enjoined it 
on his people by proclamation* • This so enraged 
the directory, that they presently gave orders to their 
cruizers, to seize American ships on the high seat 
— that equal path which God had spread for the na- 
tions to trade on ! Washington l)ad sent out genera 
Charles C. Pinckney to, remonstrate i^ainst* rack 
iniquitous proceedings. * The directory woi:^ not 
..receive him ! but still coounued their spoliations on 
our wide-spread 'vnd'^defecceleas commerce, ruining 
aumbers of innocent famUles. Stm determined, a«- 
•mrding to Washington's advicciy ^9OtotKi^i0fkt 
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§mr enemy in the wrong f* the American govemmem 
dispatched two other envoys. Gen. Marshall and El- 
bridge Gerryy to aid Pinckney. But they fared no 
better. Though they only supplicated for peace t 
though they only prayed %o be permitted to make ex* 
pbmationsj they were still kept by the directory at a 
most mortifying distance ; and, after all, were told, 
^that America was not to look for a single smile of 
reconciliation, nor even a word on that subject, until 
her envoys should bring large tribute in their hands !! 
This, as Washington had predicted, instantly evapo* 
rated the last drop of American patience. He had 
always said, that, *^ though some very interested or 
*^ deluded persons were much too fond of England 
** and France to value America as they ought ; yet 
^ he was firmly persuaded, that the gre^t mass of 
•* the people were hearty lovers of their countiy ; and, 
•< as soon as their eyes were open to the grievous ih- 
•* juries done her, would assuredly resent them, like 
•* men, to whom God had given strong feelings, on 
•* purpose to guard their rights." 

His prediction was gloriously verified. For, on 
hearing the word tribute, the American envoys in* 
•tantly took fire ! ! while the brave Gen. Pinckney, 
^revolutionary soldier, and neither Englishman nor 
Frenchmany but a true Americanf) indignantly ex- 
claimed to the secretary of the directory — *^ Tribute^ 
sir I no^ sir ! the Americans pay no tribute ! tell the 
eRrectorVy that we -will give niiUionsfor defence^ but 
not a cent for tribute** 

Sooy as this demand of the directory was told in 
America^ the glorious spirit of *76 was kindled like 
a flash of lightning, from St. Mary's to Maine* 
" WhatP* said the people every where, " shall -we^ 
ohall Americans! who^ rather than pay an uncofistitU' 
tional three-penny tax on tea^ bravely encountered m 
bloody xvar^ with Britain^ now tamely yield to France 
iff beggar us at pleasure? No ! Millions for d^enct^ 
iui not a cent for tribute^** was nobly rcverberate4 
throughout the cootinentir 
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War bdng now fully expected, the eye» of the 
mtion were tnstaiitiy tamed towards Washington, tio 
«head her armies against the French* He readily 
consented; but, at the same time, observed that 
there would be no war. *« The ^irectctry^^* said he, 
* thoughtnad enough to Jo almost any things arc yet 
not quite so mad as to venture an attack^ when they 
ohall find that the spirit of the nation is up*^ Thi^ 
event showed th« ususdcorrectnessof his judgment 
for, on discovering that America, though very willing 
to be the sister^ had no notion of being the slave of 
France-^on learning that Washington was roused, 
and the strength of the nation rallying around him 
— *and also that the American tars, led on by the gal- 
lant Truxton, had spread the fiery stars of liberty, > 
blasting on every sea the sicVly fieurs-de-iucey of 
gallic piracy, ^e directory very sagaciously signified 
a disposition to accommodate. Mr. Adams immedi- 
ately dispatched three new envoys to the French re- 
public. By the time they got there, the French re- 
public was no more! Bonaparte, believing that 
volatile people incapable of governing for themselves, 
bad kin^y undertaken to govern for them ; and ha- 
ving, en passant, kicked the directory from their 
seats, he seized their ill-managed power, and very 
leisurely mounted the throne of the Bourbons. 
Dazzled with die splendor of his talents and victories, 
the great nation quietly yielded to his reign ; and 
with a happy versatility peculiar to themselves, ex- 
changed the tumultuous and bloody *< Ca ira^^ for 
the milder iiotes of *^ vive Pempereur** With this 
wonderful man, the American envoys found no diflfc- 
culty to negotiate ; for having no wish to rc-unite 
America to his hated enemy, Britain, he received 
them very graciously ; and presently settled alHheir 
claims in a satisfactory^ manner. Thus lovingly did 
the breath of God blow away once more the black 
ckwid of war, and restore the bright day of peace to 
mit favoured Iai\d ! But Washington never lived iio 
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vcjoice with his counttymcii in the sunshine oi that 
peace ; for before it reached our shores, he had 
closed his eyes for ever on all mortal things. • 



CHAPTER XII. 

THE DEA rn OF WASHINGTON. ^ 

And when disease obstructs the labouring breathy 
.When the heart sickens and each pulse is death. 
Even then Religion shall sustain the just ; 
Grace their last moments ; nor desert their dust. 

■*~TF the prayers of millions could have prevailed* 
Washington would have been immortal on earths' 
And if fulness of peace, riches, and honours could 
have rendered that immortality happy, Washington 
had been blessed indeed. But this world is not the 
place of true happiness. Though numberless are th« 
satisfactions, which a prudence and virtue like Wash- 
ington's may enjoy in this world, yet they fall shorty 
infinite degrees, of that pure, unembittered felicity, 
which the Almighty parent has prepared in heaven 
tor the spirits of the just. 

' To prepare for this immensity of bliss, is the real 
errand on which God sent us into the world* Our 
preparation consists in acquiring those great virtues, 
purity and love, which alone can make us wor$hg 
companions of angels, and fit partakers of their ex- 
alted delights. Washington had wisely spent his life 
in acquiring the immortal virtues. <^ He had 
fought the gOQdJighl?\ against his own unreasonable 
affections. He htuighrtfiedGod^ by exemplifying the 
* charms of virtue to men. He had borne the heat and 
hurden of the dby*— his great day of duty : and the 
evening of old age being come, tlie servant of God 
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«w»t now go to receive his wages. - Happy WaA* 
tngton ! If crowns and kingdoms could have purcha* 
sed such peace as thine, such hopes big with immor 
tality, with what begging earnestness would crown* 
and kingdoms have been offered by the mighty con- 
querors of the earth, in their dying moments of /rr- 
ror and despair i 

On the 14th of December, 1799, (when he want- 
cd but 9 weeks and 2 days of being 68 years old,) he 
rode out to his mill, three miles distant. The day 
was raw and rainy. The following night he was aW 
tacked with a violent pain and inflammation of the 
throat. The lancet of one of hisdomestics was em^ 
ployed, but with no advantage* Karly in the morn- 
ing, Dr. Craik, the friend and physician of his youth 
and age, was sent for. Alarmed at the least appear^ 
ance of danger threatening a life so dear to him. Dr. 
Craik advised to call in, immediately, the consuls 
ing assistance of his friends, the ingenious and learned 
Dr. Dick, of Alexandria, and Dr. Brown, of Port 
Tobacco. T'hey came on the wings of speed. They 
felt the awiulness of their situation. The greatest 
of human beings was lying low- A life, of all othen 
the most revered,, the most beloved^ was at stake» 
And if human skill could have saved-— if the sword 
of genius, and the buckler of experience could have, 
turned he strol^e of death, Washington had stiU 
lived* But his hour was come. 

It appears, tnat from the commencement of the 
attack, he was favored with a presentiinent, that hm 
was now laid down to rise no more. He took, how- 
e.Ter, the medicines that were offered him : but it was 
principally from a sense of duty. 

It has been said that a man's death is generally a 
copy of his life* It was Washington's case exacdy. 
In hisi last illness he behaved with the firmness of a 
soldier, and the resignation of a christian* 

The inflammation in his throat was attended wiAr 
great pain, which he bore with the fortitude that be- 
ihim He was« once or twice heard to say 
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tWMt hadit^lta^edG^d^ he sfmtd ha^elfeeti glad 
di^ a tittic easier ; hut that he doubted noi that it w^ 
for hisgood^ 

EvKRY hour new spread a sadder gloom over the 
scene. Despair sat on tlie faces of the physicians ; 
for they saw that their art had failtd ! 1 he strength 
of the mighty was departing from him ; and death, 
with his sad harbingers, chills and paleness, was 
coming on arpace. 

Mount Vernow, which had long shone the queen 
of elegant joy 8, was now about to suffer a sad eclipse! 
an eclipse, which would soon be mournfully visible, 
not only through the United States, but throughoat 
the whole worid. 

Sons and daughters of Columbia, gather your- 
sdves together around the bed of your expiring fa- 
ther— around the last bed of him to whom under God 
you and your children owe many of the best blcs- 
uog^ of this life* When Joseph the prime minister 
of- Egypt heard that his shepherdjather was sick, her 
hastened up, to sec him ; and fell on his face, and 
kissed him, and wept a long while. But Joseph had 
never received such services from Jacob as you have* 
received from Washington. But we call you not to 
weep for Washington. We ask you not to view those 
eyesy now sunk hollow, which formerly darted their 
lightning flashes against your enemies— nor to feel' 
that heart, now faintly laboring, which so often throb- 
bed with more than mortal joys when he saw his 
young countrymen charging like lions, upon the foes 
of liberty. No ! we call you not to weep, but to re- 
joice. Washington, who so often conquered him- 
self, is now about to conquer the last enemy. 

. Silent and sad his physicians sat by his bedside, 
looking on him as he lay panting for breath. I'hey 
thought on the past, and the teat swelled in their 
eyes. He marked it, and, stretching out his hand 
so them, and sliaking his head, said, " O no ! don^ti 
d»iiti^ then with a delightful smile added, ^< Ixxm 
dkfin^^ gentlemen I but^ thank God^ lam not afnatt 
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pEEliNO that the liiour of his deftarture out of 
diis world was at hand, he desired that every bodf 
would quit the room. They all wrnt out i and, ac- 
cording to his wish, left him — ^with his God/ 

There, by himstlfy like Moses alone on the top 
of Pisgah, ke seeks the face of God. There, by him^ 
9eify standiitg as on the awful boundary that divides 
time from eternity, that separates this world from 
the next, he cannot quit the long frequented haunts 
of the one, nor launch away into the untried regions 
of the other, until (in humble imitation of the world** 
great Redeemer) he has poured forth, into the bosom 
of his God, those strong sensations which the solem- 
nity of his situation naturally suggested. 

With what angelic fervor did he adore that A^' 
mighty Z»(?t;^, which, though inhabiting the heaven of 
heavens, deigned to wake his sleeping dust — framed 
him so fearfully in the womb — nursed him on a ten- 
der mother's irefl*^— watched his helpless infancy—— 
guarded his heedless youth — preserved him from the 
dominion of his passions— inspired him with the love 
of virtue — ^led him safely up to man — and, from such 
low beginnings, advanced him to such unparalleled 
usefulness and glory among men ! These, and ten 
thousand other precious gifts heaped on him, un- 
asked — many of them long before he had the know- 
ledge to ask — overwhelmed his soul with gratitude 
unutterable ;. exalted to infinite heights his ideas of 
eternal love; and bade him without fear resign hit 
departing spirit into the arms of his Redeemer God, 
whose mercies are over all his works. 

He is now about to leave the great family of man, 
ta which he has so long sojourned ! The yearnings of 
his soul are over his^ brethren! How fervently does 
he adore that goodness^ which enabled him to be so 
serviceable to them ! that grace^ which preserved 
him from injuring thenv by violence or fraud ! How 
fcrreatly does he pray, that the unauffertng kingdom 



Wn Lin OF WASHINGTON. 

t(fGod may cmne^ and that die earth may h^ fiHcA 
widb the richest fruits of righteousness and peace! 

He is now about to leave his country ! that dear 
spot which gave him births— that dear spot for which 
he has so long watched ar.d prayed, ' so long toiled 
and fought ; and whose beloved children be has sa 
often sought to gather, ** even as a hen gathercth her 
chickens under her wings.'* He sees them now spread 
abroad like flocks in goodly pastures ; like favoured 
Israel in the land of promise. He remembers how 
God, by a mighty hand,, and by an outstretched arno^ 
brought their Others into this good land, a land flow- 
ing with milk and honey ; and bkssed them with the 
olessings of heaven above, and the earth beneath ; 
with the blessings of liberty and of peace, of rehk- 
3ION and of laws, above all other people. He sees, 
that, through the rich mercies of God, they have 
now the precious '^opportunity to continue their coun- 
try the GLORY of the earth, and a refuge for the poor» 
and for the persecuted of all lands ! The /transporting 
sight of such a cloud of blessings, impending close 
over the heads of his countrymen, togt- ther with the 
distressing uncertainty whether they w ill put forth 
their hands and enjoy them, shakes the parent soui 
of Washington with feelinga too strong for his dyinif 
frame i The last tear that be is ever lo shed, now 
steals into his eye — the last groan that he is ever ta 
neave, b about to issue from his faintly labouring, 
heart ! 

FsELiMG that the silver cord of life is loosing, vaA 
tfiat his spirit is ready to quit herold companion, the 
body, he extends himself on his bed — closes hiseyea 
for the laH time with his own hands — ^folds his arm» 
decently on his breast, then bi eathing out " Father of 
mercies^ take me ia thyself.^— he fell asleep. 

Swift on angels^ wings the brightening saint as- 
cended ; while voices more than hunii^n were warb» 
Mng through the happy regions, and h\ inning the 
great proeession towards the gates oi I eiven. Hi» 
l^iorious coming was seen afar off*; and myriads o( 
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mighty angels hastened forth, with golden harps, to 
Welcome the honoured stranger. High in front of 
the shouting hosts, were seen the beauteous forms 
of Franklin, Warren, Mercer, Sg amhel, and 
of HIM who fell at Quebec, with aH the virtuous 
PATRIOTS, who, on the side of Columbia, toiled or 
Wed for liberty and truth. But oh ! how changed 
from what they were, when, in their days of flesh, 
bathed in sweat and blood, they fell at the parent feet 
of their weeping country ! Not the honicliest infant 
suddenly springing into a soul-enchanting Hebe — not 
dreary winter suddenly brightening into spring, with 
all her bloom and fragrance, ravishing th^ senses, 
could equal such a glorious change. Oh ! where are 
now their wrinkles and grey hairs? Where then- 
ghastly wounds and clotted blood i Their forms are 
if the stature of angels — their robes like morning 
douds streaked with gold— the stars of heaven, like 
crowns, glittej* on their heads-— immortal youth, 
eelestiai rosy red^ sits blooming on their cheeks, whil« 
infinite benignity and love beam from their eyes. 
Such were the forms of thy sons, O Columbia ! such 
the brother band of thy martyred saints, that now 
poured forth from heaven's wide opening gates, to 
meet thy Washington ; to meet their beloved chief, 
who, in the days of his mortality, had led their enr<> 
battled squadrons to the war. At sight of him, even 
these blessed spirits seem to feel new raptures, and to 
look more dazzlingly bi ight« In joyous throngs they 
pour around him — ^they devour him with their eyes 
of love — they embrace him in transports of tender- 
ness unutterable; while frona their roseate cheeks, 
tears of joy, such as angels weep, roll down* 

All that followed was too much for the over-daz^ . 
sled eye oi ImaginaUon. She was seen to return, with 
the quick panting bosom and looks entranced of a 
food mother^ near swooning at sudden sight of a<tear 
loved son, deemed lost^ but xmw founds and raised to 
Ungly honours 4 She was heard passtonateljr to ex« 
daiin^ with pdms and eyes lifted ID heavea,^ 0, ipA# 
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«iH eema ih^ $4^r9 ofJacot^ er mtmiet thejimrthfmt ' 
^ <Ae blessings of Israel I^^ Lei mt Ae the death ef 
rioihingtoH ! Mui way my htter end be She hie P^ 

Let us now return to all that remained of Wash* 
iDgton on earth* He had expressly ordered in hb 
will, that he should be buried in a private manner^and 
Without any parade* Bjt this was impossible; for 
Who could stay at home when it was said^ " To day 
general Waeh'mgton is to be buried l*'^ On the mom* 
ing of the 18th, which was fixed on fi>r his funeral, 
the people jKHired in by thous^^nds to pay him the ia$i 
respect^ and, as they said, to take their last look. And« 
while the^' l(K>ked on. him, nature stirred that at their 
htarts, which quickly brought the best Wood into 
dieir cheeks, and rolled down the teticsfrom thei? 
fye*s. About two o'clock they bore him to his long 
home, and buried him in his own tamiiy vault, near 
the banks of the great Potdmac. And to this day, 
often as the'ships of war pass that way, they waken 
up the thunder of their loudest guns, pointtd to xSw 
gj^, as if to tell the sleeping bero, that he is not for- 
gotten in his narrow dwelling* 

The news of his death soon reached Philadelphia, 
urtiere Congress was then in session* A question of 
importance being on the carpet that day, the house, 
as usual, was much Interested* But^ soon as it was 
announced — '^General Washwgtok is dead'* — 
an instant stop was put to all business— the tongue of 
the orator was struck dumb — ^and a midnight silence 
ensued, save when it was interrupted by deepest sight 
of the members, as, with drooping foreheads rested 
an their palms, they sat, each absoriied in mournful 
cogitation* Presently, as utterly unfit for business, 
both hoases adjourned; and the members retired 
slow and sad to their lodgings, like men who had 
~ suddemly fceard of the death of a &ther. 

Fmi several days hardly any thmg waa done m 
Congress; hardly any ^ng thought of but to talk of 
ttdtopmsethedeparted Washington* iiithispafsm^ 
fkiworkattpamesjoined with eqinlahwrfif andiiar 
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In this all wtreJederalistSj all were repui^ 
ikatUm Elegant addresses were exchanged between 
the two houses of Congress and the President, and 
aU of them replete with genius and gratitude. 

Then, by unanimous consent, Congress came t« 
the. (olio wingresolutions : 
JlSU That a grand marble monument should be 
erected at the city of Washington, under which^ 
with permission of his lady, the body of the ga* 
neral should be deposited. 
2d. That there should be a funeral procession 
from congress hall to the German Lutheran 
church, to hear an oration delivered by one of 
the members of congress. 
3d. That the members of congress should wear 

full mourning during the session. 
4th. That it should be recommended to ttiepeu^ 

f>le of the United States to wear crape on the 
eft arm, as mourning, for thirty days. 
^ But, thank God, the people of the United States 
needed not the hint contained in the last resolution. 
Though they could not all very elegantly speak, yet 
iheir actions showed that they all very deeply ^ek 
what they owed to Washington. For, in every city^ 
village, and hamlet, the people were so struck on 
hearing of his death, that long before they heard of 
the, resolution of congress, they ran together to ease 
their troubled minds in talking and hearing talk oif 
Washington^ and to devise some public mode of te8» 
tifying their sorrow for his death. Every where 
throughout the continent^ churches and court houses 
were hung in black, mourning was put on» proces* 
aions were made^ andcermons preachedf while the 
crowded houses listened with pleasure to the praisea 
of Washington, or aighed and wept when they hearA 
ot his toils and bitdes for his country* 
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CHAFTEH Xni. 
CHARACTER OF WASHINGTON. " 

Let the poor witling argue all he can, 
It is Religion still that makes the man. 

• WHEN the children of the years to com^, he«t- 
iog his great name re-echoed from every lip^ shall 
isay to their fathers,'" What was it that raised Wamk^ 
ington to such height ofghry ?" let them be told that 
ft was itfis. GHEAT tali:nT8, constantly GtriDED 
AND GUARDED BT RCLiGioK. FoT how shall man, 
fiml marif prone to inglorious ease and pleasure, ever 
Mcend the arduous steps of virtucy unless animated 
t»y the mrgf^ hopes of religion f Or what shall step 
Inm in his swift descent to infsrsny and vice, if qn* 
awed by that dread power, which proclaims to the 
gnthy that their secret crunes are seen, and sh^Al-nol 
"fp cmpunished ? Hence, the wise, in all ages, iianre 
pmntmnced, tliat " there never ^as a truly great 
wanxvithoutreHgianJ^ -^ 

There have, indeed, been tourageons genemlb^ 
Wkd cttnmng statesmen^ without religion^ bnt mere 
^sDtirage or cunningy^owever transcendent, never yet 
made ti great man* 

** Admit that this can conquer, iJratran cheai! 
. ** Tis pfhrase absm*d, to call a v?Hain great f 
*< W^io wickedly is wise, or madly brave^ 
•* Is but the mo4re« fedl, the -more a knave,^ 

Np! to be truly greaft» a man' must have not only 
^|reat taleiits,'butiihose talents imist be cocistantly ea^ 
«rted on great, i. e. good aaion8---4«m2f^j9rr«evrfjf^g>% 
too-— for if he should tum^side to vice— farewell to 
ku heroism. Hence» wheH) Epaminondas was uAmd 
^Mch waa the V^^^«^ »^>ui« himseif or Pelopidaa t 
1» tvplicdv ^VHtttiiU'wtarcdeml/^ meaning ikai 
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<be an of Itfiroism depends tm perjaevermce in gf^t 
and i^ood actions. But sensual and grpvelinff as 
man is, ivhat can Jncline and elevate him to tnost 
rtiings like religion, that divine power, to whom alone 
it belongs to present those vast and etental goods and 
Itts which best alarm our fears, enrapture our hopes^ 
inflame the worthiest loves, rouse the truest avaric«, 
and in short, touch every spring and passion of our 
souls in favour of virtue and noble actions. 

Did shame restrain Alcibiades from a base action 
in the presence of socrates ?'** Behold^ says Religion, 
•* a greater than Socrates is here /** 

Did love embolden Jacob to brave fourteen years 
of slavery for an earthly beauty ? Religion springs that 
eternal love, for whose sake good nusn can even glo- 
ry in laborious duties. 

Did ^e ambition of a civic crown animate Scipio 
to heroic deeds ? Religion holds a crown, at the sight 
of which the laurels of a Caesar droop to weeds. 

Did avarice urge Cortez through a thousand tolls 
and dangers for wealth? Religion points to those 
treasures in heavea, compared to which all diamond 
beds and mines of massy gold are but tf ash. 

Did good Aurelius study the happiness of his^sxib* 
jccts for this world's glory ? Religion displays that 
world of glory, where those who have laboured to 
make others happy, shall ** shine like stars for cvtr 
and for everJ** 

Does the fear of death deter man from horrid 
crimes ? Religion adds infinite l^orrors to that fear- 
it warns them of a death both of soul and body in helL 

In short, what motives under heaven can restrain 
men from vices and jcrimes, and. urge them op, full 
tftretch, after individual and national happiness, like 
diose of religion ? For lack of Hhese itiotives, alasl 
how many whodtoce dazzled the world withlhe^gbre 
of llieir exploits, are now edipsed and set tp rise m 
«iore! 

Thkkc was AcnQldt.i^ho, in courage and nfflitarj 
«lleiits ,gUltered in idie same firmament widi l^adlk 
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ington, and, for a iirhi|e, his face shone likethe.star 
of the morning ; but alas ! for lack of Washington's 
religion, he soon fell, like Lucifer, from a heaven of 
glorr, into an abyss of never ending infamy. 

And there was general Charles Lee, too, confessed* 
ly a great wit, a great scholar, a great soldier, but,afr 
ter all, not a great man. For, through lack of thatt 
magnanimous benevolence which religion inspires, he 
fell into the vile state of envy : andl, on the plains of 
Monmouth, rather than fight to immortalize Wash- 
ington, he chose to retreat and disgrace himself. 

There was the gallant general Hamilton also— 4i 
gigantic genius— -a statesman fit to rule the mightiest 
monarchy — ^a soldier ^fit to standby Washington and 
give command^ But alas! for lack of religion, sec 
now all was lost ! preferring the praise of man to that 
praise ^^ which cotneth from God^^ and pursuing^th< 
phantom honour up to the pistol's mouth, he is cut 
off at once from life and greatness, and leaves hk . 
fiimily and country to mourn his hapless fate. 

And there was the fascinating colonel Burr. A man 
bom to be^r^o^— -biiave as Caesar, polished as Ches- 
terfield, eloquent as Cicero. Lifted by the strong 
arm of his country, he rose fast, and bade fair soon 
to fill the place where Washington had sat. But alas ! 
lacking religion, he could not wait the spontaneous 
fall of the rich honors ripening over his head, but in 
evil hour stretched forth his hand to the forbidden 
fruit) and by that fatal act was cast out from the Eden 
of our republic, and amerced of greatness for ever* 

But why shoijd I summon the Arnolds and Leea^ 
die Hamiltons and Burrs of the earth, to give sad evv 
dence, that no valour, no genius alone can make men 
great ? Do we not daily meet with instances, of youth 
amiable and promising as their fond parents* wishea, 
who yet, merely for lack of religion, .soon make ship- 
wreck of every precious hope, sacrificing their gokl 
to gamblers, their health to harlots, and their worjr 
10 grog— making conscience their curse, this fife a 
purgatory, and the next a heU! In fact, a young ■!«% 
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vkoDgfi of the finest talents and eductdoti, without re* 
HgtoiH is but like a gorgeous ship without baltail» > 
Highly painted, and with flowing earnras^, she laua- 
ditrs out on the deep; and, during a smooth sea and 
gentle breeze, she moves along stately as the pride of 
ocean ; but, as soon as the stormy winds descend, 
and the blackening bHlows begin to roll, suddenly she 
is overset, and disappears for ever. But who is this 
coming thus gloriously along, with masts towering 
to heaven, and his sails white, looming like the mouth- 
tain of snows ? Who is it but " Columbicfs JirH and 
greatest son r* whose t^knts, like the sails of a migh- 
ty ship, spread far and wide, catching the gales of 
heaven, wjvile his capacious soul, stored with the rich 
hallast of religion, remains firm and unshaken as the 
ponderous rock. The W9rm zephyrs of prosperity 
breathe meltingly upon him— the rough storms of ad- 
vcrsity^escencK—the big billows of aflliction dasHt 
but nothing can move him. his eye isfixedonGodf 
Ae present joys of an approving conscience, and tha 
hope of that glory which fadeth ndt away-— these 
comfort and support him. 

*' There exists*^ says Washington, ** in the economy 
of nature^ an inseparable connexion between duty and 
advantage*^* — ^The whole life of this great man bears 
glorious witness to the truth of this his favorite apfao- 
rism. At the giddy age of fourteen, when the spi- 
rits of youth are all on tiptoe for freedom and ad- 
ventures, he felt a strong desire to go to sea : but, - 
very opposite to his wishes, his mother declared that 
she could not l>ear to part with him. His trial must 
have been very severe ; for 1 have been told that a 
midshipman's commission was actually in his pocket 
—•his trunk of clothes on board the ship-^is -honour 
in some sort pledged — ^his young companions irnpor-^ 
tonate with him to. go-— and his whole soul panting 
for the promised pleasures of the voyage. But rc- 
Sgtoti whispered ^honour thy mother^ andgevg 
not the spirit of her who bore thee^ 
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Imstamtlt the glorious boy sacrificed mcItBalio!? 
to duty-~dropt all thought of the voyage— and gave 
tears of joy to his widowed mother, in clamping to 
her iiosom a dear child who could deny hinciself his 
fondest wishes to make her happy. 

Tis said, that when he saw the last boat going on 
board, with several of his youthful friends in it— 
when he saw the flash, and heard the report of the 
tignal gun for sailing, and the ship in all her prid« 
dTcanvass rounding off for sea, he could not bear it | 
but turned away ; and, half choaked with grief, went 
into the room where his mother sat. ** George^ t»y 
dear /'' said she ^^ have you already repented that y&u 
made your mother ^o happy just now ? y pen this, 
falling on her bosom, with his arms around her neck, 
and a gush of tears, he said : *< my dear mother^ I 
must not deny that lam sorry* Buty indeed^ I Jeel 
that I should be much more sorry ^ zoere I on board 
'$be shipy and knew that you- were unhippy*^^ 

<* VVell,*' replied she, embracing him tenderly, 
^ God^ Ihopej will reward my dear boy for this, some 
day or other. ^^ Now see here, young reader; and, 
learn that he who prescribes our duty^ is able to re- 
ward it. Had George left his fond mother to a 
broken heart, and gone off to sea, 'tis next to certain 
that he would never have taken that active part in 
the French and Indian war, iKrhich, by securing him 
the hearts of his countrymen, paved the way for all 

• his future greatness. 

Now for another instance of the wonderful effect 
off religion on Washington's fortune. Shortly after re- 
turning from the war of Cuba, Lawrence (his ha^ 
brother) was taken with the consumption, which 
made bim so excessively fretful, that his own bro- 
ther Augustin would seldom come near him. But 
George, whose heart was early under the softening 
and sweetening influences of religion, felt such a ten* 
demess for his poor sick brother, that he not only 

., 8«ibmiued to his peevishness, but seemed, from what 



UP1£ OF WASHINGTON. ff» 

I have been told> MTer so happy as when he wm 
with bim. He accompanied him to the island of 
iT"^^' ^n qw€»t of health—and, after their return 
to Mouht Vernon, as often as his duty to lord Fair- 
tax permitted, he would come down from the back 
, woods to see him. And, whUc with him, he was al- 
ways contriving or doing something to cheer and 
comfort his brother. Sometimes with his gun he 
would go out in quest of partridges and snipes, and 
other fine-flavored game, to tempt hid brothcr^s sich- 
ly appetite, and gain him strength. At other time* 
he would sit for hours and read to him some enter- 
taming book : and, when his cough came on, he 
would support his drooping head, and wipe the cold 
dew Irom bis forehead^ or the phlegm from his lips, 
and give him his medicine, or smooth his pillow ;, 
and all with such alacrity and artWss tenderness as 
proved the sweetest cordial to his brother's spirits* ^ 
For he was often heard to say to the Fairfax family^ 
into whii h he married, that *^ he should think nothings 
cfhrs sickness^ if he could imt always have his brother 
Geor^with him.*'* Well, what was the consequence ? 
Wh} , when Lawrence was dying, he left almost: 
the ^v^hole of his large estate to George, which served 
as another noble step to his future greatness. 

For further proof of '''the inseparable connexion 3*w^ 
tiveen duty and advantage^' let us look at Washing- 
ton's conduct through the French and Indian war. 
To a man of his uncommon military mind, and skill 
in the arts of Indian warfare^ the pride and precipi- 
tance of gL-ncral Braddock must have been excessive- 
ly disgusting and disheartening. But we hear no- 
thing ol his threatening either to leave or supplant 
Braddock. On the contrary, he nobly brooked his 
rude manners; gallandy obeyed his rash orders; 
s^d, as far as in him lay, endeavoured to correct 
their faud tendencies. 

And, after the death of Braddock, and the deser- 
tion of Dunbar, that weak old man, governor Dinwid-\ 
die^ added infinitely to his hardships and hazards, bj 
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appotnring him to the dt^ente of the frontiers, mm! 
yet withholding the necessary forces and supplies. 
But though by that me^ns the western couniry wa» 
cantmually overrun by the enemy, and cruelly do* 
laged in blood— -though much wearied in body by 
marchini^s and watchtngs, and worse tortured in souU 
by the murders and desolations of ihe inhabitants, 
he shrinks not from rf^ty— still seeking the smiles of 
conscience as his greatest good ; and as the sorest 
evil, dreading iu frowns, he bravely maintained hi» 
ground, and, after three years of unequalled dan- 
gers and difficulties, succeeded. 

Well, what was the consequence ? why it drew 
upon him, from his admiring countrymen, such an 
unbounded confidence in his principles and patriot^ 
ism, aa secured him the com natKl of the Amerietm 
armhs^ in the revolutionary war! 

And there again the connexion between ^^duty and 
advantage^ was as gloriously displayed* For though 
congress was, in legal and political knowledge, an 
enlightened body, and for patriotism equal to the se» 
Bate of Republican Rome, yet certainly in military 
matters they were no more to he compared to him^ 
than those others were to Hannibal. But still, though 
they were constantly thwarting his counsels, and, in 
place of good soldiers, sending him raw militia, thus 
compelling inactivity, or insuring defeat — dragging 
out the war— -dispiriting the nation — and disgracing 
him, yet we hear from him no gusts of passion— no, 
dark intrigues to supplant congress — and with the 
help of an idolizing nation and army, to snatch the 
power from their hands, and make himself king. Ois 
the contraryy he continues to treat congress as a vip- 
tieious son his respected parents. H^ points out wiser 
measures^ but in defect of their adoption, makes the 
best use dT those they give him, and at length ^through 
themightv blessing of God, established the indepeiw 
iknceof hts country ; and then went back to his ploughs 
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Well, what was the consequence ? Why, these 
Boble acts so completely filled up the measure of his 
countiy*s love for him, as to give him that first 
of all felicities, the felicity to be regarded as the 
guardian angel of his country, and to be able, by the 
magic of bis name, to scatter every cloud of danger 
that gathered over her head. 

For example, . at the close of the war, when the 
army, about to be disbanded without their wages, 
were wrought up to such a pitch of discontent and 
rage, as seriously to threaten civil war^ see the won- 
derful influence which their love for him gave him 
over themselves ! In the height of their passion, and 
that a very natural passion too, he merely makes a 
short speech to them, and the storm is laid ! the tu- 
mult subsides ! and the soldiers, after all their hard- 
ships, consent to ground their arms, and return 
home without a penny in their pockets ! ! ! 

Also, in that very alarming dispute between Ver- 
mont and Pennsylvania, when the furious parties, in 
spite of all the efforts of congress and their gover- 
nors, had actually shouldered their guns, and were 
dragging on their cannon for a bloody fight — Wash- 
ington only gave them a few lines of his advice, and 
they instantly faced about for their homes ; and lay- 
ing by their weapons, seized their ploughs again, 
like dutiful children, on whose kindling passions 
beloved father had shaken his hoary locks ! ! 

And, in the western counties of Pennsylvania, 
where certain blind patriots affecting to strain at the 
gnat of a small excise, but ready enough to swallow 
the infernal camel of rebellion, had kindled the 
flames of civil war, and thrown the whole nation in- 
to a tremor, Washington had just to send around a 
circular to the people of the union, stating the infi- 
nite importance of maintaining the sacred reign 
or THE laws, and instantly twenty thousand well 
armed volunteers marched among the insurgents, 
and, without shedding a drop of blood, extinguishefV 
ihe insurrectioc. 



Is short, it were endless to enumerate the msmy 
tlire insurrections and bloody wars which were 
averted from this country by Washington, and att 
through the divine force of cariy Religion /for it was 
this that enabled him inflexibly to do his duty, by 
imitating God in his glorious works of wisdom and 
benevoknce ; and all the rest followed as naturally 
as light follows the sun. 

* We have seen, at page 1? of this little work, with 
what pleasure the youthful Washington hung upoa 
his father^s lip, while descanting on the adorable 
wisdom and benevolent designs of God in all parts, 
of this beautiful and harmonious creation. By such 
lessons in the book of nature, this virtuous youth 
was easily prepared for the far higher and surer lec- 
tures of revelation, I mean- that blessed gospel which 
contains the moral philosophy of heaven. There 
he learnt, that " God is love ;'* — and that all he de- 
sires, with respect to men, is to glorify himself in 
their happiness ; and since virtue is indispensable 
to that happiness, the infinite and eternal weight of 
God's attributes must be in favour of virtue, and 
against vice ; and consequently that God will sooner 
or later gloriously reward the one, and punish the 
other. This was the creed of Washington. And 
k)oking on it as the only basis of human virtue and 
happiness, he very cordially embraced it himself, 
and wished for nothing so much as to see all others 
embrace it. ' 

I Have often been informed by colonel B. Tern* 
pie, (of King William County, Virginia,) who waa 
one of his aids in the French and Indian war, that be 
has frequently known Washington^ on the Sabbath,^ 
read scriptures and pray with his regiment, in the 
absence of the chaplain ; and also that, on sudden and 
unexpected visits into his marquee, he has, more 
than once, found him on his knees at his devotions. 

The Reverend Mr Lee Massey, long a rector of 
Washington'^B parish, and from early life his inti 
MAtc;,. has frequenne assured nie,jthat** *i he nevce 



^ knew so constant an attenbauc on cnurch as Wasb- 
**' ington. And bis behaviour in the house of God,'' 
added ,my reverend friend, " was so deeply rcvcren- 
*^ tial, that it produced the happiest eflft^cts on my 
*** congregation ; and greatly assisted me in my mo- 
** ralizing labours. No company ever withheld him 
** from church. I have often been at Mount Ver^ 
'* non, on the sabbath morning, when his breakfa.«» 
** table was filled with guests« But to him they 
** furnished no pretext for neglecting his God, and 
** losing the satisfaction of setting a good txamplew 
** For instead of staying at home, out of .false com- 
" plaisance to them, he used constantly to invite 
♦* them to accompany him.'* 

His secretary, judge Harrison, has frequently 
been heard to say, that ** whenever the general 
*' could be spared from camp on the sabbath, he 
** never failed riding out to s5me neighbouring 
**" church, to join those who were publicly worship* 
. ** ping the Great Creator.'* 

A*ND while he resided in Philadelphia, as presi- 
dent of the United States, *his constant aud cheer- 
ful attendance on divine service was such as to con^ 
vince every reflecting mind, that he deemed no levee 
so honourable as that of^his Almighty Maker ; no 
pleasures equal to those of devotion ; and no busi- 
ness a- sufficient excuse for neglecting his supreme 
benefactor. 

In the winter of '77, while Washington, with the 
American army, lay encamped at Valley Forge, a 
certain good old friend, of the respectable family 
and name of Potts, if I mistake not, had occasion to 
pass through the woods near head quarters. Tread- 
ing in his way along the venerable grove, suddenly he 
heard the sound of a human voice, which, as he ad- 
vanced, increased on his ear ; and at length became 
like the voice of one speaking much in earnest. as 
he approached the spot with a cautious step, whom 
should he behold, in a dark natural bower of ancient 
oaks, but the c#mmander in chief of the American 
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anni^ on his knees at prayer! Motionless with sur- 
prise, friend Potts continued on the place till the 
general, having ended his devotions, arose ; and, with 
a countenance of angelic serenity, retired to head- 
quarters. Friend Potts then went home, and on en- 
tering his parlour called out to his wife, ** Sarah ! my 
•* dear Sarah ! all's well ! all's well ! George Wash- 
" ington will yet prevail !" 

*• What's the matter, Isaac ?" replied she, " the« 
'* seems moved." 

*" Well, if I seem moved, *tis no more than what 
** I really am. I have this clay seen what I never 
^* expected. Thee knows that I always thought ths^ 
** the sword and. the gospel were utterly inconsistent; 
^^ and that no man could be a soldier and a christian 
" at the same time. But George Washington has 
** this day convinced me of my mistake.** 

He then related what he had seen, and concluded 
with this prophetical remark — **" If George Wash- 
" ington be not a man of God, I am greatly deceived 
" — and still more shall I be- deceived, if God do 
" not, through him, w«rk out a great salvation for 
** America." 

When General Washihgton was told that the 
British troops at Lexington, on the memorable 19th 
of April, 1775^ had fired on and killed several of the 
Americans, he replied, " I grieve for the death of 
my countrymen ; hut rejoice that the British are stiU 
90 determined to keep God on our side^"* alluding to 
that noble sentiment which he has since so happily 
expressed ; viz. " The smiles of Heaven can never 
be expected on a nation that disregards the eternal 
rules of order and rights which Heaven itself has or^ 
datned*^ 

When called by his country in 1775^ to lead her 
free-born sons against the arms of Britain, what 
charming modesty, what noble self-distrust, what pi- 
ous confidence in Heaven, appeared in all his an- 
gwers. " My diffidence in my own abilities ^ > savs he 
ii was superseded by a confidence, in the rect itudc of 
« our causcy and the patronage of Heaven^ 
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Akd when ca^ed to the presidencv by the unani- 
mous voice of the nation, thanking him for his great 
services past, with anticipations of equally great to 
come, his answer deserves approbation. 

** When I contemplate the interposition of Provi* 
^ dence^ as it was visibly manifested in guiding us 
** through the revolution — in preparing us for the re- 
" ception of a general government — and in concilia* 
** ting the goodwill of the people cfJhnerica towards 
^•one another afier its adoption; I feel myself op- 
•* pressed ana almost overwhelmed with a sense of the 
*' divine munificence. I feel that nothing is due to my 
** personal agency in all those complicated and won* 
•* derful events^ except what can simply be attributed 
** to the exertions of an honest zeal for the good oj 
** my country.*^ 

And when he presented himself for the first time 
before that august body, the congress of the United 
States, April 30th, 1789 — when he saw before him 
the pride of Columbia in her chosen sons, assembled 
to consult how* best to strengthen the chain of love 
between the states — to preserve friendship and har- 
mony with foreign powei-s- — to secure the blessings 
of civil and religious liberty — and to build up our 
young republic a great and happy people among the 
nations of the earth — ^never patriot entered on such 
important business with fairer hopes, whether we 
consider the unanimity and con&dence of the citi* 
zens, or his own abilities and virtues, and those of 
his fellow-counsellors. 

But all this would not do. Nothing short cf the 
iRvine friendship could satisfy Washington. Feeling 
the magnitude, difficulty, and danger of managing 
Buch an assemblage of communities and interests ; 
dreading the machinations ot* bad men, and well 
knowing the insufficiency of all second causes, even 
the besty he piously reminds congress of the wisdom 
of imploring the benediction of the great frst Cause^ 
without which he knew (hat his beloved country 
Would never prosper. 

• • R 2 . 
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•• rr would,'' says he, •* be pecolisrly improper to 
^ omit, in this first official act, my fervent supplica- 
•• tions to that Almighty Being who rules over the 
•• universe ; who presides in the councils of nations ; 
** and whose providential aids can supply every hu- 
•* man defect, that his benediction may consecrate 
* to the liberties and happiness of the people of the 
** United states, a government instituted by them- 
" selves for these essential purposes ; and niay enable 
** every instrument employed in its administration to 
^^ execute with success the functions aJotted to his 
^^ charge. In tendering this homage to the great 
" Author of every public and private good, I assure 
" myself that it expresses your sentiments not less 
•* than my own j nor those of my fellow-citizens at 
" large less than either. No people can be bound 
**' to acknowledge and adore the invisible hand which 
^ conducts the affairs of men, more than the people 
" ofthc United states* Every step, by which they 
*^ have advanced to the character of an independent 
^ nation, seems to have been distinguished by some 
** token of providential agency. These reflections, 
•* arising out of the present crisis, have forced 
•' themselves too strongly on my mind to be sup- 
** pressed. You will join with me, I trust, in think- 
** ing, that there are none, under the influence of 
** which the proceedings of a new and free govern- 
** ment can more auspiciously commence." 

aND after having come near to the close of this, 
the most sensible and virtuous speech ever made to a 
sensible and virtuous representation of a free people, 
he adds — ^^ I shall take my present leave : but not 
** without resorting once more to the benign Parent 
^ of the human race in humble supplication, that, 
* since he has been pleased to favour the American 
** people with opportunities for deliberating with 
** perfect tranquillity, and dispositions for deciding 
** with unparalleled unanimity, on a form of govern - 
** ment for the security of their union, and the ad- 
vancement of their happiness ; so his divinebless- 
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*^ ings may be equally conspicuous in the enlarged 
•* views, the temperate consultations, and the wist 
•* measures, on which the success of this govern* 
•* ment must depend." 

In this constant dispositiop to look for national 
happiness only in national morals, flowing from the 
sublime affections and blessed, hopes of Religion, 
Washington agreed with those great legislators of 
nations, Moses, Lycurgus, and Numa. " I ask not' 
ipldfor Spartansy^ said Lycurgus. " llrtue is better 
than all goldJ^^ The event showed his wisdonrv— 
The Spartans were invincible so long as they re* 
mainpd virtuous — even 500 years. 

" I ASK not wealth for Israel," cried Moses* — ^'♦But 
•* O that they were wise !...that they did but fear God 
" and keep his commandments ! The Lord himself 
•* would be their sun and shield." The event proved 
Moses a true prophet. For while they were religious 
they were unconquerable. " United as brothers, swift 
•* as eagles, stronger than lions, one could chase a 
•* thousand ; and two put ten thousand to flight." 

*'^ Or all the dispositions and habits which lead to 
•* the prosperity of a nation,'* says Washington, 
•* Beligion is the indispensable support. Volumes 
'^ could not trace all its connexions with private and 
" public happiness. Let it simply be asked, where 
•* is* the security for property, for, reputation, for 
*< life itself, if there be no fear of God on the minds 
** of those who give their oaths in courts of justice " 

But some will tell us, that human laws are sufii- 
cient for the purpose ! 

Human laws ! — human nonsense ! For how often, 
even where the cries and screams of the wretched 
called aloud for lightning speeded vengeance, have 
we not seen the sword of human law loiter in its cow- 
ard scabbard, afraid of angry royalty ? Did not that 
vile queen Jezebel, having a mind to compliment 
her husband with a vineyard belonging to poor N»- 
bbth, suborn a couple of villains to take a false oath 
against him i and then cause him to be dragged out 
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with his little motherless, ciytng ba^s, and harba- 
rously stoned to death 1 

GebatGod! what bloody tragedies have been 
acted on the poor ones of the earth, by kings and 
great men, who were a&^^ the laws, and had no 
sense of Religion to keep them in awe !.«Andif men 
be not above the laws, yet what horrid crimes! what 
ruinous robberies ! what wide-wasting havoc ! what 
cruel murders may they not commit in secret^ if they 
be not withheld by the sacred arm of religion ! *^ la 
•* vain, therefore," says Washington, ** would that 
^ man claim the tribute of patriotism, who should 
^ do any thing to discountenance Religion and mora- 
^ lity, those great pillars of human happiness, those 
*^ firmest props of the duties of men and citizens. 
^ The mere politician, equally with the pious man, 
•* ought to respect and cherish them.** 

But others have said, and with a serious face too, 
that a sense of honour is sufficient to pt<:serve men 
from base actions ! O blasphemy to sense ! Do we 
not daily hear of men 0/ honour j by dice and cards, 
draining their fellow-citizens of the last cent, reduc- 
ing them to beggary, or driving them to a pistol ? 
Do we not daily hear oT men of honour corrupting 
their neighbours' wives and daughters, and then 
murdering the husbands and brothers in duels i 
Bind such selfish, such inhuman beings, by a sense 
of honour ! ! why not bind roaring lions with cob- 
webs ? " No,'* exclaims Washington, ** whatever a" 
. ^ sense of honour may do on men of reffbed educa- 
•* tion, and on minds of a peculiar structure, reason 
•* and experience both forbid us to expect that na- 
•* tional morality can prevail in exclusion of Reli- 
** gious principles. 

And truly Washington had abundant reason, from 
fais own hapfit/ experiehcey to recommend Religion 
ao heartily to others. 

For besides all those inestimable favours which he 
received from her at jhe hands of her celestial 
daughters, the Virtues ; she threw over him her ow« 
■agic mantle of Character* And it was this tha 
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immortalized Washington. By inspiring his cottli- 
trymen with the profoundest veneration for him m 
the test ofmetiy it naturally smoothed his way to 
supreme command ; so that when War, that monster 
of satan, came on roaring against America, with all 
his death's heads and garments rolled in blood, the 
nation unanimously placed Washington at the head 
of their armies, from a natural persuasion that so 
good a man must be the peculiar favourite of Hea- 
ven, and the fastest friend of his country. How far 
this precious instinct in favour of goodness was cor- 
rect, or how far Washington's conduct was honour- 
able to Religion and glorious to himself and country, 
bright ages to come, and happy millions yet unborn, 
will, we confidently hopCf declare to the most distant 
posterity. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

WASHINGlON's CHARACTER CONTISUEIK 

HIS BENEVOLENCE. 

This only can the bliss bestow 
Immortal souls should prove ; 
From one short word all pleasures flow, 
That blessed word is — ^love. 

IF ever man rejoiced in the divine administration, 
and cordially endeavoured to imitate it by doing 
good, George Washington was that man. Taught 
by Religion that " Godislovcj^ he wisely concluded 
those the most happy who love the most ; and, 
taught by experience that it is love alone that gives 
a participation and interest in others, capacitating us 
to rejoice with those who rejoice, and to weep with 
those who weep,he early studied that benevolenck 
which rendered him so singularly the delight of 
mankind. 
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The marquis De ChaateHux, who visited htm in 
«unpv tells us that ^^ he was astonished and delight- 
^ cd to see the great American living among hts 
** officers and men as a father among his children, 
•* who at once revered and loved him with a filial 
** tenderness.'' 

BaissOTf another famous French traveller, assures 
lis, that " throughout the continent every hodjr 
** spoke of Washington as of a father." 

The dearest and best of all appellations, *' The 

father of his country^' was the natural fruit of that 

benevolence which he so carefully cultivated through 

life. A singular instance of which we meet with in 

1754, and the 22d year of his age* 

He was stationed at Alexandria with his regiment, 
the only one in the colony, and of which he was colo- 
nel. There happened at this time to be an election 
in Alexandria for members of assembly : and tht: 
contest ran high between colonel George Fairfax, 
and Mr. Elzey. Washington was the warm friend 
of Fairfax : and a Mr. Payne headed the friends of 
Elzey. A dispute happening to take place in the 
court-house yard, Washington, a thing very uncom- 
mon with him, became warm ; and, which was still 
more uncommon, said something that offended 
Payne ; whereupon the little gentleman, who, though 
but a cub in size^ was the old lion in heart, raised his 
sturdy hickory, and, at a single blow, brought our 
hero to the ground. Several of Washington's offi- 
cers being present, whipped out their cold irons in an 
instants and it was believed that there would have 
been murder off-hand. To make bad worse, his 
regiment, hearing how he had been treated, bolted 
out from their barracks, with every man his weapon 
in his hand, threatening dreadful vengeance on those 
who had dared to knock down their beloved colonel, 
happily for Mr. Payne and his party, Washington 
recovered, time enough to go out and meet his en- 
raged soldiers': and, after thanking them for this eai- 
pression of their love, and assuring them that be 
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was not hurt in the least, he begged them, as they 
loved him or their duty, to return peaceably to their 
barracks. As for himself, he went to his room, gt- 
nerously chastising his imprudence, which had, thus 
struck up a spark that had like to have thrown the 
whole town itito a flame. Finding on mature reflec- 
tion, that he had been the aggressor, be resolved to 
make Mr. Payne honourable reparation, by asking 
W9 pardon on the morrow ! No sooner had he made 
this noble resolution, than, recovering that delicious 
gaiety which accompanies good purposes in a virtu- 
ous mind, he went to a ball that night, and behaved 
as pleasantly as though nothing had happened f Glo* 
rious proof, that great souls, like great ships, are not 
affected by those Tittle puffs which would overset fee- 
ble minds with passion, or sink thtm with spleen ! 

The next day he went to a tavern, and wrote a 
polite note to Mr. Payne, whom he requested to 
meet him. Mr. Payne took it for a challenge, and 
repaired to the tavern, not without expecting to sec 
a pair of pistols produced* But what was his sur- 
prise on entering the chamber, to see a decanter of 
wine and glasses on the table ! Washington arose, 
and in a very friendly manner met him ; and gav« 
him his hand. '*^ Mr. Payne,** said he, " to err is 
" nature : ^o rectify error is glory* I find I was 
** wrong yesterday : but I. wish to be right to-day* 
•* You have had some satisfaction : and if you think 
" that si^fficicnt, here*s my hand; let us be friends.** 

Admirable youth ! Noble speech ! No wonder^ 
since it charms us so, that it had such an effect on 
Mr. Payne, who from that moment became the most 
ardent admirer and friend of Washington, and rea- 
dy at any time, for his sake,. to charge up to abatts- 
ry of two and forty pounders. 

What a lesson for our young countrymen ! Had 
Washington been one of the race of little men^ how 
sa^ly differetit w^ould have been his conduct on this 
occasion I Instead of going; that night to the balljt 
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•ctiDg the lively agreeable friend, he would, like «a 
mgry viper that had beeo trod on, have retired m 
his chamber. There he would have found no such 
entertainment as Washington had at this ball ; no 
sprightly music, no delicious wines, iw) sweetly 
smiling friends. On the contrary, all*the tortures 
of a soul brooding over its indignities, until reflec- 
tion had whipped it up into pangs of rage unutter- 
able, while all the demons of hell, with blood- stained 
torches pointing at his bleeding honour, cried out 
♦* revenge ! revenge ! revenge !" There in his cham- 
ber, he would have passed the gloomy night prepa- 
ring his pistols, moulding his bullets, or with furious 
looks driving them through the body of his enemy 
chalked on the wall. The next morning would have 
seen him on the field, and in language lately heard 
in this state, calling out to his hated antagonist, 
Tou have injured me^ sir^ beyond reconciliation: and 
by — rilkill you if lean. While his antagonist, 
in a style equally musical and christian, would have 

rejoined, Kill^ and be / Pop go the pistol»'^ 

down tumbles one of the combatants; while the 
murderer, with knocking knees and looks of Cain, 
flies from the avenger of blood! The murdered man 
is carried to his house, a ghastly, bloody corpse. 
Merciful God ! what a scene ensues ! some are stu- 
pified with horror ! others sink lifeless to the floor ! 
His tender sisters, wild-shrieking with despair, 
thrpw themselves on their dead brother and kiss his 
ice-cold lips ; while his aged parents, crushed un- 
der unutterable woe, go down in their snowy locks 
broken-hearted to the grave. 

Thus bloody and miserable might have been the 
end of Washington or of Payne, had Washington 
been one of those poor deluded young men, who are 
determined to be ^reat\ and to be brought forward in 
newspapers^ in spite of God or devil. But Washing* 
ton was not born to exemplify those horrid tragedies, 
which cowards create in society by pusillanimously 
ffving way to their hdiApassions. No— he was bora 
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to teach his countrymen what 8we«t peace and ha»- 
inony might for vver smile in the hal)itationa of men, 
if ail had but the courage^ like himself, to obcyah* 
tacred voice of |USTiC£ and humanity. By firna- 
ly obeyipg these, he preserved his htinds unstained 
by the blood of a fellow man ; and his soul unharrow- 
ed by the cruel tooth of neverrdyiog remorse. By 
firmly obeying these, he preserved a life, which, 
crowned with deeds of justice and benevolence, has 
brought more glory to God, more good to man, and 
more honor to himself, than any life ever spent sinc« 
the race of man began. 

Sons of Coluii)bia ! would you know what is true 
courage ? see it defined, see it exemplified in this act 
of your young but great countryman. Never man 
possessed a more undaunted courage, than Wash* 
ington. But in him this noble quality was the life* 
guard of his reason, not the assassin ; a ready ser- 
vant to obey her commands, not a bully to insuk 
them ; a champion to defend his neighbour's rights, 
not a tyrant to invade them. Transported by sud- 
den passion, to which all are liable, he oifended 
Mr. Payne, who resented it rather too roughly^ by 
knocking him down on the spot. Washingmn had 
it in his power to have taken ample revenge : and 
towards^ who have no command over their pas%ion9^ 
would have done it. But duty forbade him : and 
he had the courage to obey. Reason whispered the 
folly of harbouring black passions in his soul, poison- 
ing his peace. He instantly banished them ; and 
went to a ball, to drink sweet streams of friendship 
from the eyes of happy friends. Again reason 
whispered him, that having been the aggressor, he 
ought to ask Payne's pardon, and compromise the 
difference with him. In this also he had the coiirage 
to obey her sacred voice. 

In what histor)', ancient or modern, sacred or pro- 
fane, can you find, in so young a man, only twenty 
two, such an instance of that true heroic VALo0ft 
which combats malignant passions— cotioiiers iid« 
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feasonable self^-rtjtctn the hell of hatred^ and ini^etf 
the heaven oi799^ into our own bosoms, and into 
those of our brethren with whom we may hav« 
quarrelled ? Joseph forgiving his brethren in the 
bnd of Egypt j David sparing that inveterate seeker 
of his life, Saul; sir Wa^er Raleigh pardoning tbc 
young man who spit in hra face ; afford, it is true, 
charming specimens of the sublime and beautifu/in 
action : certainly, such men are worthies of the 
world, and brfghtest ornaments of human nature* 
But yet, none of them have gone beyond Washing* 
. ton in the affair of Payne. 

A FEW years after this, Payne had a cause tried itt 
Fairfax court. Washington happened on that day 
to be in the house. The lawyer on the other side, 
finding he was going fast to leeward, thought he 
would luff up with a whole broadside at Payne'^s 
character: and, after raking him fore and aft with 
abuse, Ae artfully bore aw£^ under the lee of the 
jury's prejudices, which he endeavoured to inflame 
against him* ** Yes, please your worships," con- 
tinued he, *^ as a proof that this Payne is a most 
^ turbulent fellow, and capable of all I tell you, be 
** pleased to remember, gentlemen of the jury, that 
** this is the very man, who some time ago treated 
** our beloved Colonel Washington so barbarously* 
** Yes, this is the wretch, who dared, in this very 
^^ court-house yard, to lift up his impious hand a- 
^^ gainst that greatest and best of men, and knocked 
" him down as though he had been a bulock of the 
** stalls.'^ 

This, roared in a thundering tone, and with atre* 
mendous stamp on the floor, made Payne look very 
dejected ; for he saw the countenance of the court 
beginning to blacken on him. But Wajshington rose 
mmediately, and thus addressed the iJench : 

" As to Mr. Payne's character, may it please your 

** Worships," said he, " we all have the satisfaction 

** to know that it is perfectly unexceptionable : and 

^ with respect tq the little.difference which former'^ 

•^ ff happened between that gentleman and myself^ 
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•* it was instantly made up : and wc have lived on 
^ the best terms ever since : moreover^ 1 wish all my 
** acquaintance to know, that I entirely acquit Mr* 
•* Payne of blame in that affair, and take it all on 
** mysdf as the aggressor.*' 

Payne used often to relate another anecdote of 
Washington, which reflects equal honour on th^ 
goodness ef his heart. 

H ImmeDiatelt after the war,'* said he, " when 
•• the conquering hero was returning in peace to his 
^ home, with the laurels of victory green and flourishr 
•' ing on his head, I felt a great desire to see him, and 
•* so set out for Mount Vernon. As I drew near the 
** hojLise, I began to experience a rising fear, lest he 
*' s^hould call to mind the blow I had given him in 
** former days. However^ animating myself, I pushed 
" on^ Washington met me at the doct with a smiling 
** welcome, and presently led me into an adjoining 
** room, where Mrs. Washington sat. " Here, my 
** dear,'* said he, presenting me to his Fady, " here is 
^ the little man you have so often heard me talk of ; 
** and who, on a difference between us one day, had 
*' the resolution^ to knock me down, big as I am. I 
♦* know you will honour him as he deserves ; for I 
** assure you he has the heart of a true Virginian^" 
" He said this,'* continued Mr. Payne, " with an air 
^ which convinced me that his long familiarity with 
*^ war had not robbed him of ^ singly spark of the 
^^ goodness and nobleness of his heart. And Mrs« 
H Washington looked at him, I thought, with a somer 
^ thing in her eyes, which showed that he appeared. 
** to her greater and lovelier than ever." 

Agoodtrec^ sajth the diviqe tft^i^YifiY^bringeth forth 
good fruit. No wonder tnep that we meet with so 
many and such delicious fruits of charity in Washi- 
ington, whose ^soul was so rich in benevolence. 

In consequence of his wealth and large landed pos- 
sessions, he had visits innumerable from the poor« 
l^nowing the great value of time and of good tempera 
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to them, he could not bear thai thev should lose e^« 
thereby long waiting and shuffling.and blowing tlitifr 
fingers at his door. He had a room srt ;< part, for 
the reception of such poor persons .as had business 
with, him : and the |>orter had orders to conduct 
them into it, and to inform him immediately. And 
so afff ctionately attentive was he to them, that if hm 
was in company with the grei»tcst characters on th« 
continent, when his servant informed him that a poor 
5nan wished to speak to him, he would instantly be^. 
thenr to excuse him for a moment, and go and wait 
on him. 

Washington's conduct showed that he disliked 
another practice, too common among some great 
men, who, not having the power to say, yes, nor the 
heart to say, no, to a poor man, are fain to put him 
off with a *' come again / come again /' and thus trot 
him backwards and forwards, wasting his 'time, 
wearing out his patience and shoes, and after all giva 
him the mortification of a disappointment. 

Washington could not be guilty of such cruel 
kindness. If he could not oblige a poor applicant^ 
he would candidly tell him so at once : but then xYm 
goodness of his heart painted his regret so sensibly 
on his countenance, that even his refusals made him 
friends. 

* A POOR Irishman, wanting a small farmland head- 
ing that Washiagton had one to rent, waited on 
him. Washington told him that he was sincerely 
sorry that he could not assist him ; for he had just 
disposed of it. The poor man took his leave, but 
not without returning him a thousand thanks ! Ah^ 
io you thank me so heartt y for a refusal f *^ Yes^ 
*♦ upon my shoul, now please your excellencyV hon^ 
«*our, and I do thank you a thousand times. For 
** many a great man would have kejjt me waiting 
•* like a black negro. But your excellency's hon- 
. ** our has told me strait off hand that you are sorry 
•• tind God bless you forit, that you can't help m»-*!r- 
^ and so your honour has done my business for q^y 

in no time, and less " 
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The Potomac abounds with the finest herrings in 
the world, which, when salted, furnish not only to 
the wealthy a charming relish for their tea and cof* 
fee, but also to the poor a delicious substitute' for ba* 
con. But, fond as they are of this small bone^ bacon^ 
as they call it, many of them have not the means to 
procure it. Washington's heart felt for these poor 
people ; and provided a remedy. He ordered a seine 
and a batteau to be kept on one of his best fishing 
shores, on purpose for the poor. If the batteau were 
lost, or the seine spoilt, which was often the case, he 
had them replaced with new olies immediately. And 
if the poor who came for fish were too weak handed 
to haul the seine themselves, they needed but to ap» 
ply to the overseer, who had orders from Washing 
ton to send hands to help them. Thus all the poor 
had it in their power to come down in the season, 
and catch the finest fish for themselves and their 
families. In what silver floods were ever yet 
caught the herrings, which could have given to Wash* 
ington what he tasted, on seeing the poor driving 
away from his shores, with carts laden with delicious 
fish, and carrying home, whooping and singing to 
their . smiling wives and children, the rich prize, a 
whole year's plenty. 

Ih all his charities, he discovered great judgment 
and care ia selecting proper objects. Character was 
the main chance. Mount Vernon had no charms 
for lazy, drunken, worthless beggars. Persons of 
that description knew very well that they must make 
their application elsewhere. He never failed to re-* 
mind them of the great crime of robbing the public 
of their services, and also the exceeding cruelty and 
injustice of snapping up from the really indigent 
what little charity bread was stirring. But if the 
character were good--if the poor petitioner were a 
sober, honest, and industrious person, whom Pro- 
vidence had by sickness or losses reduced to warn 
-^he found a brother in Washington. It is incre** 
diblo what q^iaqtiiies of wool, com, bacon, flour 
S8 
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dodiet, he. wcrtfannoaUydiatiAuted^ttliiep^c^ 
bom the aknott exhausifess htsapv wirick tbc blcft^ 
Mugs of Hraven bestowed oa thts^. its fw&vlrioot 
wmi faithful steward. 

, *^^I |IAD orders^'' said Mr. P^ats* aseasiUa^ 
honest nanagmr of one of Washington's plantations^ 
* to fiU a corn-house every year^ for the sole use of 
^ the poor in my neighbourhood} to whom it was 
^ a most seascMiable and precious relirf ; sairuig niiaih 
^ bers of poor women and children from misembla 
** famine^ and blessing them with a cheerful pls»»- 
*• teouftnesfr of bread**' 

Ma* Lund WjiSiiiMGTON, long a manager of hia 
Mount Vernon estute, had similar orders. One year 
when corn wa& so dear (a dollar per bushel) that 
numbers of the poor were on the point of starving^ 
Mr* L* Washington, by order of the general, not 
only g^ve away all that could be spared from thir 
granaries, but bought atlhai: dear nxtx^sever^hm^ 
dred hushds for them ! 

Anecdaie q/ lf'ashiaffton*'~--^The town o{ Aiexaa* 
dria, which now flourishes like a green bay tree, on 
the waters of the Potomac, veas, 50 years ago, but a 
small village* But though small^ it. was lovel^. Sv 
uated on the fine plain which banks the western muM* 
fpn of the river, and witbsnow white, domes glisten* 
mg through the trees that shook their green heads 
over the silver flood,, it formed a view highly ro- 
mantic and brautiful. Hence the name of the placs 
at £rst was BeUhaven* But, with all the beauties in 
the eye, Bellhavcci had.no charms for the palate* 
Not that the neighbourhood of BcUhaven was a <ibN 
9€rti on the contrary, it was, in many places, s, 
garden spot, abounding with luxuriesk But its. in-* 
habitants, though wealthy, were not.wise. By^thv 
•uccessful culture of tobacco 4hey had mademoae^*. 
And having filled their coach«>h(>uses .with ^t cas* 
.liages, and their dining rooms with gilt glasses, th^ 
bei^ to look down on the poorer sortSf and to t»Hr 
about fanulies. Of coars« it would Mvm do. for 
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tttch gtem peophs t« nm market carts H Hcruccthe 
poor dctlhaifenices, though embosomed in plentj^ 
wete often in danger of gnawipg their nails ; and 
unless they could cater a lamb fronv some goodni^ 
turrd peasant, or a le«i8h of chickens from the Sut^ 
4ky negroes, were obliged to sit down with long fa- 
ces to a half-'graced dinnt:r of salt meat and johnny 
cake« This was the order of the day, A. I). '59, 
1t4ien Washington, just married to the wealthy young 
M rs« Custis, had settled at Mount Vernon, nine 
^les below Bellhaven^ The unpleasant situation of 
the fanvilies at that place socm rcachtrd his ear. To 
M man of his character, with too much spirit to fol- 
low a ^0^ example^ when he had the power to set A 
good ot\^^ and too much wit to look for happiness . 
may where but in hrs own "bosonr, it could not long 
be questionable what part he had to act. A market 
cart was instantly constructed ; and regularly, three _ 
times a week, sent off to Belihaven, filled with nice 
roasters, kidney covered lamb and veal, green geese, 
lat ducks, chickens by the basket, fresh butter, new 
laid eggs, vegetables, and fruit of all sorts. Country 
gentlemeni, dining with their friends in town, very 
soon marked the welcome change of diet. " Ble^ 
U8 allP* exclaimed they, " whafs the meaning of 
Misf ? you4nvitedti8to famHy forehand here you^n^ 
gmen its a lord nayor^ajeast.^'* " JV^r," replied the 
athers, ** thank God for sending colonel Watthing'tcfn 
tnto our neighbOiurh.od.^ Thus, it was discovered, 
to the extreme mortification of some of the littkf 
great ones^ that colonel Washington should ^vrf have 
run a market cart J I But the better sort, who gener- 
.j^y, thank God^ have sense enough to be led right, 
provided they can get a leader, soon fell into the 
track : and market carts were soon seen travelling 
i» abundance to town with every delicacy of the- 
animal and vegetable republics* 

Tnvti the hungry wall which pride had raised 
•gainst Beilhaven was happily demolished. A flood- 
tide of blessings rotted in from the neighbouring^ 
country. The hearts of the merchants felt a fresh 
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pulse of love for their brothers, the farmers : and 
even the little children, with cheeksgred as the ap« 
pies they seized, were taught to lisp the praises of 
God. . And all this,* reader, through the active be- 
nevolence of one maru 

The foHowiog anecdote was related to inc by hn 
excellency governor Johnson (Maryland,) one of 
the few surviving heroes of '76. 

" You see*n, sir," said he addressing himself to 
me*, ^^ very fond of collecting anecdotes of Gen. 
Washington. Well,*ril tell you one, to which you 
may attach the most entire faith ; for I have heard 
it a dozen times a. id oftener, from the lips of a very 
valuable man and a magistrate, in Conostoga, a 
Mr. Conrad Hogm> er." " Just before the revolu- 
tionary war," said Mr, Hogmyer, " I took a trip for 
mv healtKs sake to the Sweet Springs of Virginia, 
where I found a world v f people collected ; some, 
like me, looking for health, others for pleasure. In 
consequence of the crowd, I was at first rather hard 
run for lodgings / but at li ngth was lucky enough 
to get a mattrass in the hut of a very honest baker 
of my acquaintance, who ohon visited the springs 
for the benefit of his oven« l^eing the only man of 
the trade on the turf, and well bkilled in the science 
of dough, he met with no small encouragement : and 
it was really a subject of surprise to see the heaps of 
English loaves, Indian pones, Frc nch bricks, cakes, 
and crackers, which lay piled on '\is counter every 
morningf I often amused myself in marking thie 
various airs and manners of the different waiters, 
who, in gay liveries and shining faces, came every 
morning, rattling down their silver, and tripping 
away with their bread by the basket.- ^Amotig those 
gay looking sons and daughters of ^Vfrica, X saw 
every now and then, a poor Lazarite, with salbw 
cheek and hollow eye, slowly creeping to the door, 
and at a nod from the baker, eagerly seize a fine loaf, 
and bear it off without depositing a cent. Surely^; 
thought I to myself, this baker must be the best man, 
njr the greatest fool in the WQiid. But fearing that 
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this latter cap best fitted his pericranium, I ooe 
morning could not help breaking niy mind \ss^ Vxxtk^ 
iw crediting his bread to such very unpromising 
dealtrs. *^ StopheV* for that was his name, ** you 
•eem,^ said I, " to sell a world of bread here every 

* day ; but, notwithstanding that, I fear you don'it 

* gam iniich bv it,** 

" *< No ! 'squfre ? What makes you think so V* 

*« You credit too much, Stopbel.'* 

" Not I indeed,air, not I. I don^t credit a pennv.** 

** Ay ! how do you make that out, Stophel, don't 1 
see the poor people every day carrying away youl" 
bread, and yet paying you nothing ?" 

** PsKAw, no matter for that, 'squire. They'll 
pay me all in a lump at last.'* 

At luHt! At last! Oh bo, at the Uiat dny^ I 
suppose you mean, Stophel ; when you have tliecon*- 
science to expect that God Almighty will stand pay- 
master, and wipe off all your old scores for you, at 
a dash." 

'* Oh no ! 'squire, we poor bakers can't give such . 
long creclit! but I'll tell you how we work the matteft 
The good man colonel George Washington is here* 
•'Every season as soon as he comes, he calls and sa)^* 
to me, '* S*ophel, you seem to havr a great deal of 
company ; and some, I fear, who don't come hew 
ior plensure^ and yet, you know, they can't do with* 
put eating* Though pale and skkUf^ ihey must 
have bread. Bat it will never do to make them p(iy 
for it* Poor creatures ! they seem already low spirited 
enough through sickness and poverty. Their spirits 
must not be sunk lower by talcing from them every 
day what little money they have pinched from their 
poor fanulies at home. I'll tell you what's to be done^ 
Stophel. You must give each of them a good hot loaf 
every morning,, and charge it to me. When I am go* 
i»^g away, I'll pay you alU And believe me, 'squire, 
he h:4s often, at the end of the season, paid me as 
much as 80 dollars, and that too for poor creatures 
who did not know the hand'that fed them ; for ihad 
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•l/Sct orders iVom him not to mention a syllable of it 
to any body.** 

But though so*kind to the bodiesy Washington was 
•till more kind and costly in his charities to the mind^ 
of the poor. Sensible that a republican government, 
that is, a government of the people, can never long 
subsist where the minds of the people are not enlight- 
ened, he earnestly recommended it to the citizens of 
the United States, to promote, as an object o{ primary 
importance^ institutions for the general diffusion of 
kfy>wledge. In this, as indeed in all other cases 
where any thing great or good was to be done, Wash^ 
i^gton led the way. 

He established a charity school in Alexandria, and* 
endowed it with a donation of/bwr thousand dollars f 
The interest was regularly paid and expended on the 
education of fifteen boys. My young friend, the 
reverend Mr. Wiley, who, for talents, taste, and 
classical erudition, has few superiors in America^ 
was educated by Washington. 

In 1785, the assembly of his native state, Virginia, 
•* desirous to embrace,*' as they said, " every suit;^ 
^ able occasion of testifying their sense of the unex« 
♦* am pled merits of George Washington, escj.*' pre* 
sented him with fifty shares in the Potomac, and one 
hundred shares in the James River Navigation Com- 
pany ; making, in the whole, the important sum of 
ten thousand pounds sterling ! 

Of this public act, they requested the governor to 
transmit Washington a copy. In answer he ad^ 
dressed a letter to the governor, in which, " I take 
** the liberty (says he) of returning to the general 
** assembly, through your hands, the profound and 
^ grateful acknowledgnients inspired by so signal a 
** mark of their beneficent intentions towards me.** 

He goes on to beg that they would excuse his de- 
termined resolution not to accept a farthing of it for 
his awn wJcu-.*< Butf' continued he, *' if it $hQul4 
•* please the general assembly to permit me to turn 
^ the destinatbn of ^he fimd vested in nie, fro|ii mj 
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" private emolument, to objects of a public natuir^ 
•» it shall be my study, in selecting, to prove thesis^ 
•* cerity of my gratitude for the honour conferred oit 
»* nie» by preferring such as may appear most subser*- 
«* vient to the enlightened and patriotic views of th«i 
** legislature.**. 

They were cheerfully submitted to bis disposal s 
and, according to promiset he appropriated them to 
works of the greatest utility : viz. his shares in James 
River canal, to a college in Rockbridge county, near 
the waters of James River ; and his Potomac shares 
to a national university, to be erected in* the federal 
district, on the great Potomac* 

How noble and disinterested were his wishes for 
the good of his country } As if incapable of being sa* 
tisfiec} with all that he had done for her while Tiving, 
he endeavoured, by founding those noble institutions 
for the diffusion of knowledge and virtue, to make 
himself her benefactor when he should cease to live in 
this sublunary world. 

Since the idea is perfectly correct, that the gfeat 
GoiTeriior of the world must look with peculiar benig* 
nity on those of his children who most nearly resent 
ble hirir in benevolence, may we not indulge the 
pleasing hope^ that these colleges, founded by suck 
tf ha f 1^9 shall prove the nurseries of the brightest gen* ^ 

ius and virtue ; and that from their sacred halls will 
proceed in endless succession, the nAighty XVashing*^ 
ions J and Jeffersons^ the Franklins and Madisons of 
future times JO that Columbia may live before God I 
and that the bright days oi ncr prosperity may never 
have- an end! 

Washington's behaviour to the generous Fayette 
Ought never to be forgotten. 

When that glorious young nobleman heard thaD 
^otA North had passed against America the decree of 
slavery ; and that the American farmers, with their 
riisty firelocks and pitchfdfks, in front of their shriek ■• 
ing wives and children, wete inch by inch disputing 
the soil against a hireling soldiery » he tears gushed 
from his eyes.He tore himself fn>m tke armeoftlte — 
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loveliest, fondest of wives ; flew to his sovereign ftir 
permission to fight ; turned into powdtr and arim 
every livre that he could raise ; and, in a swift sail* 
ing frigate rushing through the waves to Amt*rica^ 
presented himselt before Washington, Wajihington 
received htm as his son^ and gave him command* 
Under the eye of that hero he fought and coi.querexi* 
Having aided to fix the independence of strangers, 
he hastened back to France, to liberate his own 
countrymen from the curses of monarchy ; and ,U> 
give them, like America, the blessings of a republic 
A pupil of the temperate and virtuous Washington, 
he soon offended the hot headed demagogues of 
France. Banished from his native country, he w«» 
presently thrown, by royal jealousy, into a foreign 

Erison* Most of us here in America, on hearing of 
is misfortunes, felt the kindly touch of s\ mjfaihy. 
But alas! like those good people in the parable^ wc " 
were so taken up with ** buying land, trying ox(^n, 
or marrying wives/' that we forgot our noble friend. 
But Washington did not forget him. His thoughts 
were often with him in his gloomy cell. He sent 
him a present of a thousand guineas — and in a letter 
to the Emperor of G rmany, with equal delicacy and 
feeling, solicited his discharge, and permission to 
come to America. The K tter concluded with these 
remarkable words: — •^ As it is a m.ix:m with me 
** never to ask what, under similar circumstances, I 
•* would not grant, your majesty will do me thejustic« 
** to believe, that this requt st appears to me to cor- 
•♦respond with those great principles of magnanimi- 
•* ty and wisdom which forni the basis of sound poli- 
** cy and durable glory.** 

This letter produced, in part, the desired effecU 
For immediately after the receipt of it, the marquis 
experienced a great increase of attention: and in a 
short time he was liberated. Such was the respect 
paid to our American farmer, bv one of the greatest 
Bionarchs in Europe. 
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Iw 1795, the marquis's son made his escape from 
France, and arrived at Boston. Soon as Washington 
heard of it, he sent his parental respects to the youth, 
and informed him, that, though, from motives of 
tenderness to his mother, who was in the power of 
the directory, he could not be seen publicly to notion 
him, yet he begged to be considered by him as hi 
father and protector — advised him to enter as a stu- 
dent in the university near Boston, and to draw or 
htm for whatever monies he should want. 

Congress, on hearing that a son of the noble ma^ 
. quis was in America, felt a deep interest in the youth, 
and ordered an immediate enquiry into his situation, 
intending generous things for him out of the national 
treasury. But finding that on this, as on all other 
Occasions, Washington had done honour to the Ame- 
rican name, they rejoiced exceedingly, and let th« 
matter drop* 



CHAPTER XV. 

WASHimTOtPs CHARACTER CONTINUED 
HIS INDUSTRY. 

Awake, my boy ! and let the rising sun 
Blush to see his vigilance outdone ; 
In cheerful works consume the fleeting day. 
Toil thy pleasure, and business all thy play» 

BUT of all the virtues that adorned the life of thSs 
great man, there is none more worthy of out imitSi- 
tion than his admirable industey. It is to this vi»- 
toe in her Washington, that America stands indeb^ 
•d for. services past calculation : and it i^ from thli 
TiKtue, diat WafthingtOD himself snatched a wreaA 
^ eloiy that will Bcrer fade away. O that thego^A 
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iitts of America may prevail t that the examptecft 
is, her favourite son, may be but universally adopt* 
ed I Soon shall our land be free from all those sloth- 
begotten demons which now haunt and torment U8» 
For whence do all ^our miseries proceed, but from 
bck of industry I In a land like this^ which heaven 
has blessed above all lands-— a land abounding with 
the^«A Sind Jfesh pots of Egypt, and flowing with the 
choicest miii and honey of Canaan-— a land where th« 
poorest Lazarus may get his^Jty cents a day for the 
commonest labour — ^and buy the daintiest bread of 
com flour for a cent a pound! why is any man huw- 
gry, or thirsty, or naked, or in prison ? why but 
through his own unpardonable sloth ? 

But alas I what would it avail, though the blest 
shade of Washington were to descend from his na* 
tive skies, and, with an angel's voice, recommend 
industry as the handmaid of healthy wealth^innocence^ 
* and happiness to man. A notion, from the land of lies^ 
has taken too deep root among some, that *^ labour is 
a low-lived things fit for none but poor people and 
slaves ! and that dres» and pleasure are the only ac- 
complishments for a gentleman I But does it become 
a gentleman to saunter about, living on the charity of 
his relations — to suffer himself to be dunned by cre«> 
ditors, and, tike a hunted wolf, to fly from the face of 
sheriff and constables ? Is it like a gentleman to take 
a generous woman from her parents, and reduce her 
to beggary — to see even her bed sold from under her^ 
and herself and weeping infants turneu out of doors i 
4s it like a gentleman to^ reduce one's children to 
rags,, and to drive them like birds of heaven, ta 
liedges and highways, to pick berries, filling their 
pale bloated bodies with disease ? Or is it like 2Lgen^ 
tleman to bring up one's sons in sloth, pleasure, and 
dress,, as young noblemen^ and then leave them with- 
out estates, profession, or trades, to turn gamblers^ 
sharpers^ or horse thieves ? ^^ From such gentlemen^ 
#A save my country ^ Heaven /" was Washington's peiv 
-^etual prayer^ the emphati|;at prayer, of his life srndk 



great example ! In his car, Wisdom was heard inces- 
santly calling aloui, " ffe is the real gentleman, wKo 
cheerfully contributes his every exertion to accom- 
plish heaven's favourite designs, the leautyy order and 
Soppiness of human life; whose industry appears in 4 
plentiful house and smiling wife ; in the decent ap^ 
parel of his children, and in their good education and 
virtuous manners ; who is not afraid to see any mati 
on earth; but meets his creditors with a smiling coun- 
tenance, and with the welcome music of gold and 
silver in his hand ; who exerts an honest industry 
for Wealth, that he may become as a water-course in 
a thirsty land, a source of refreshment to a thousand 
poor.*' 

This was the life, this the example set by Wash* 
ington. His whole inheritance was but a small tract 
of poor land in Stafford county, and a few negroes. 
This appearing utterly insufficient for those purposes 
of usefulness, with the charms of which his mind 
seems to have been early smitten, he resolved to make 
up the deficiency by dint of industry and economy. — 
For these virtues, how excellent ! how rare in youth? 
Washington was admirably distinguished when but 
a boy. At a time when many young men have tt> 
higher ambition than a fine coat and a frolic, " often 
have I seen him (Bays the reverend Mr. Lee Massey) 
riding about the country with- his surveying instru- 
ments at his saddle,^ enjoying the double satisfaction 
of obliging his fellow citizens by surveying their lands^ 
and of making money, not meanly to hoard, but gene- 
rously to lend to any worthy object that asked it. This 
early industry was one of the first steps to Washing- 
ton's preferment. It attracted on him the notice 
and admiration of his numerous acquaintance, and, 
which was still more in his favour, it gave such un* 
common strength to his constitution, such vigour to 
his mind, such a spirit for adventure, that he wa« 
ready for any glorious enterprise, no matter how dif- 
ficult or dangerous* " Witness the expedition from 
Williamsburg through the Indian country to the Ohio. 



idiich at the green age of twentj une^he undertook for 
governor Dinwiddie. Indeed this Vincommon attach- 
ment to industry and useful life, made such an im- 
Sr^ssion on the public mind in his favour, that by the 
me he was one and twenty he was appointed major 
and adjutant-general of the" Virginia forces in the 
ITorthem Neck ! 

There was at this time a young fellow in Wil- 
liamsburg by the name of Jack B— ^ — — , who pos- 
sessed considerable t'ivacity, great good-nature, aiid 
several accomplishments of the bon companiofi soru 
He could tell a good story, sing agreeably, scrape a 
little on the fiddle, and cut as many capers to the tune 
of old Roger ^ as any buck a going ; and being, besides, 
a young fellow of fortune, and son of an intimate ac- 
quaintance, Jack was a great favourite of the goyer-- 
nor, and much at his house. But all this could not save 
poor .Tack from the twinges of envy. For, on hearing 
every body talk in praise of Major Washington, he 
could not help saying one day at the governor's table, 
** / wonder what makes the people so wrapped up in 
major Washington : I think^ begging your excellency* s 
pardon^ I had as good a right to a major*s commis^ 
sion.^^ " Ah^ Jack^^ replied the governor, " when we 
want diversion^ we send for you. But when %oe want 
a man of business^ we send for Major WiashingtonJ*^ 

Never was the great Alfred more anxious to im- 
prove his time than our Washington : and it appears 
that, like Alfred, he divided his time into four grand 
- departments, sleep, devotion, recreation, and busi* 
ness. On the hours of business, whether in his own 
or his country's service, he would allow nothing to 
infringe. While in camp, no company, however il-, 
lustrious — no pleasures, however elegant — no conver- 
sation, however agreeable — could prevail on him to 
neglect his business. The moment that his hour of 
duty was come, he would fill his glass, and with a 
smile, call out his friends around the social board^ 
** weil^ gentlemen^ here is bon repos^"* and inimediately 
'mthdraw to business. Bor* repos is a French cant 
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for good night. Washingtoo drank it as a signal to 
break up ; for the moment the company had swal- 
lowed the general's bon repos^ it was hats and ojf. 
General Wayne, who, happily for America, under- 
stood fighting better than French, had some how or 
other taken up a notion, that this same bon repoSy to 
whom Washington made such conscience of giving 
his last bumper, must have been feome great warrior 
of the times of old^ Having, by some extraordinary 
luck, gotten hold of two or three dozen of good old 
wine, he invited a parcel of hearty fellow-officers to 
dine with him, and help him to break them to the 
health of America* Soon as the cloth was removed, 
•and the bottles on the table, the hero of Stony Point 
cried out, " come my brave fellows^ fill your glasss ; 
here^s old bon reposfor ever*^ The officers were thun- 
derstruck : but having turned oil' their wine, rose up, 
one and all to go. " Hey day ! what's all this, gentle- 
"men? what's all this?" '" Why," replied they, 
*' did not you drink bon repoft^ or good night ?" 

" What ! is that the meaning of it ?" " Yes," 
*' Oh ! then damn old bon repos^ and take your seats 
** again : for, by the life of Washington, you shan't 
** stir a peg till we have started every drop of our 
"wine." 

While he was employed in choosing a place on 
the Potomac, for the federal city, his industry was no 
less remarkable. Knowing how little is generally 
done before breakfast, he made it a rule to rise so 
early as to have breakfast over, and be on horseback 
by the time the sun was up. Let the rising genera 
tion remember that he was then sixty years of age ! 

Ok his farm, his husbandry of time was equalljr 
exemplary. He contemplated a. great object : an 
object worthy of Washington. He aimed at teaching 
his countrymen the art of enriching their lands, and 
consequently, of rendering the condition of man,^aikl 
beast more plentiful and happy. He had seep^thou* 
sands of acres, which, by constant cultiya^on, had 
lost the power of covering their nakedncts even wiA^ 
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t suit of humble sedge. He had aeeti thousands of 
wt^ched cattle, which, driven out houseless and hay- 
less into the cold i?rintry rains, presented such trem- 
bling spectacles of starvation and misery, as were 
enough to start the tear into Pity's eye. To remedy 
these cruel evils (which certainly they are, for He 
who lent us these animals never meant that we should 
make their lives a curse to them, much less to our 
children, hardened by such daily sights of misery,) 
Washington generously set himself to make artificial 
meadows ; to cultivate fields of clover ; and to rais« 
the most nutricious vegetables, such ascabba^e^ tur- • 
nips^ scarcity and potatoes ; of which last article he 
planted in one ye^ 700 bushels ! To render these vast 
supplies of JFood the more beneficial to his cattle, he 
built houses of shelter for them all. " He shewed me 
** a bam," says Brissot, " upwards of 100 feet square^ 
" and of brick, designed as a store-house for his com, 
" potatoes, tuniips, &c. around which' he had con- 
" structed stables of an amazing length, for his cat- 
•* tie." Every one of them had a stall well littered 
with leaves or straw ; and a rack and manger well 
fiimished with hay and provender. 

The pleasure and profits arising from such an ar- 
rangement are incalculable. How delicious must it 
have been to a man of Washington's feelings, to re- 
flect that, even m the very worst weather, every crea- 
ture, on his extensive farms, was warmly and con»- 
fortably provided ; to have seen his numerous flocks 
and herds, gamboling around him through excess of 
joy, and fullness of fat ; to have beheld his steps 
washed with butter, and his dairies floated with rivers 
©f milk ; to have seen his once naked fields and frog- 
croaking swamps, now, by clearance or manure, coa- 
yerted into meadows, standing thick with heavy crops 
cf timothy and sweet scented clover ; White his farm- 
yards were, piled* wifth such quantities of litter and 
manure as afforded' a constantly increasing fertility 
to Mslaiidis* . , 
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Heeb was «n eiBploymeat wor^y of WaBhing-^ 
t<»i ; an emplc^inent, which wejnxght indeed have 
expected fnom him, who, through life, had studied 
the best interests of his countrymen ; who, first as a 
soldier, had defended them from skvepy, and prowned 
them with liberty ; then, as a statesman, had pre 
served them from war,''and secured to them the bles- 
sings of peace ; and now as the last, but not least 
services of his life, was teaching them the great arts 
of improving their farms, multiplying their cattle^ 
enriching their lands, and thus pouring a flood of 
plenty and of comfort through the joyful habitations 
of man and beast. 

Full of the greatly benevolent idea, no wonder 
that he was so frugal of his time. Though the most 
hospitable of all the hospitable Viriginans, he would 
Tidt suffer the society of his dearest friends to take 
him from his business. Long accustomed to find 
his happiness in doing his duty, he had attained to 
such a royal arch degree of virtue, as to be restless 
and uneasy while his duty was neglected. Hence, 
of all that ever lived, Washington was the iflost ri- 
gidly observant of those hours of business which 
were necessary to the successful management of his 
vast concerns. " Gentlemen, (he would often say to 
his friends who visited him) I must beg leave of ab- 
sence a few hours in the forenoon : here is plenty of 
amusements, books, music, &c. Consider yourselves 
at home, and be happy." He came in about twelve 
o'clock ; and then, as if animated by the consciousness 
of having done his duty, and that all was going righl, 
-would give himself up to his friends and to decent 
mirth the rest of the day. ' 

But his. mornings, were always his own. Long 
before the sun peeped into the chambers of the slug^ 
gard, -Washington was on horseback, and out -among 
hisov^rscelps^nd servants : and nekher himseflFnor 
imy^^bout him were tiUowed to eat thebread of idl*- 
<lietf8»- The h&pjy ^<fects of such industry w«r* d6- 
mmift. rW^^matmed md %^ed>4ifs l^ds yicMeSHi 
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ghiteful return : and it was at once pleasing* and as* 
tonishing to behold the immense quantities of fine hay, 
of fat cattle, and cRoice grain, that were raised on his 
farms ; of wheat 7000 bushels in one yesor, and 5000 
bushels of Indian com ! His servants fared plentiful* 
ly. His caule never had the hollow horn. And the 
surplus of his produce, sold to the merchants, furnish* 
ed bread to the needy, and a revenue to himself more 
than sufficient to defray his vast ex;pendttures, and to 
spread a table of true Virginian hospitality for those 
crowds of friends and foreigners whom affection or 
curiosity led to visit him. 

Oh! divine Industry ! queen mother of all our 
virtues and of all our blessings ! what is there of 
GREAT or of GOOD in this wide world that springs not 
from thy royal bounty ? And thou, O ! infernal Sloth ! 
fruitful fountain of all our crimes and curses ! what is 
there of mean or of miserable in the lot of man that 
flows not from thy hellish malice ? 

What was itrthat betrayed David, otherwise the 
best of kingsy into the worst of crimes^ Idljeness. 
Satmtering about idly on the terrace of his palace, he 
beheld the naked beauties of the distant bathing Bath* 
sheba. Lust, adultery, and murder were the conse* 
quences. 

What was it that brought on a ten year's war be- 
tween the Greeks and Trojans ? Idleness. Toung 
Paris, the coxcomb of Troy, having nothing to do, 
strolls over to the court of Menelaus (a Greek prince) 
whose beauteous wife, Helen, the blapk-eyed queen 
of love, he corrupts and carries off to Troy* A 
bloody war ensues. Paris is slain. His father, bro- 
thers, and myriads of wretched subjects are slaugh- 
tered : and Troy, the finest city of Asia, is reduced 
to ashes! , 

What was it that hurried poor Mr* A ■ ■ i ^d to 
that horrid act of suicide, which froae the blood of a^ 
who heard it ? Idleness. His young wife, with alfthat 
we could conceive of sweetness, tendernjssst and.trudi 
Maaangel^sform; and his thr^ htestn^eous .bubca 
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were the three graces in smiling infancy. But oh, 
wretched man ! having nothing to do ! he strolled to 
a tavern, and to a card-table, where he lost his all ! 
five thousand pounds, lately settled on him by a fond 
father ! He awakes tg horrors unutterable I What will 
become of his ruined wife ! his beggared babes ? Bo* 
licving his torments litde inferior to those of the 
damned, he seizes the fatal pistol ; drives the scorch- 
ing bullet through his brains ; and flies a shrieking 
ghost to join the mournful throng ! 

O SAD sight ! see yon tall young man, in powder 
and ruffles, standing before his judges, trembling like 
an aspen, and pale and blank as the picture of guilt ; 
while the crowded court house, every countenance 
filled with pity or contempt, is fixed upon him. Alas ! 
what could have brought him to this ? Idleness. His 
father happening to possess 500 acres of poor land, 
and a few negroes, thought it would be an eternal 
disgrace to his familiy to bring up his son, (though he 
had many) to be a mechanic. No : he must be a gen- 
deman ! ! Grown to man's estate, and having no pro- 
fession, trade, or hiabit of industry to support this plea* 
sant life, he took to* horse-stealing. If we had leisure 
to wait, w^ should presently see this unhappy youth^ 
on receiving sentence of death, bursting into sobs and 
cries sufficient to make us wish he had never been 
bom. But let us leave these horrible scenes of 
shame, misery, and death, into which idleness never 
fails to bring poor deluded youth, and joyfully return 
to our beloved Washington, and to his health, wealth, 
and glory-giving goddess. Industry. 

What is it that braces the nerves, purifies the 
blood, and hands down the flame of life,Jpright and 
ftparklitig, to old age ? What, but rosy cheeked Indus- 
try. See Washington so invigorated by constant ex- 
ercise, that, though hereditarily subject to the gout, 
of which all his family died,, he entirely escaped it ; 
atid, even at the age of 66, continued straight and ac- 
tive as a young grenadier, and ready once more at his 
tountry's call, to lead her eager wurriors to the field. 
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"What is it that preserves the morals of youo^ 
nen unsoiled, and secures the blessings of unblem^ 
ished character and unbroken health ? What, but 
niow-robed industry ? See Washington under the 
guardianship of industry, walking the slippery paths 
of youth, safe and uncorrupted, though bom in a 
country whose fertility and climate furnished both 
Ae means and invitation to vice. Early smitten with 
the love of glory ; early engaged in the noble pursuit 
of knowledge, of independence, and of usefulness ; he 
had no eyes to see bad examples nor ensnaring 
objects ; no ears to hear horrid oaths, nor obscene 
language ; no leisure for impure passions nor criminal 
amoOrs. Hence he enjoyed that purity of soul, which 
is rightly called its sunshine ; and which impressed 
a dignity on his character, and gave him a beauty' 
and loveliness in the eyes of men, that contributed 
more to his rise in the world, than young people cam 
readilyconcevie. 

And what is it that raises a young man from po- 
verty to wealth, from obscurity to never-dying fame ? 
What, but industry ? See Washington, bom of hunv> 
ble parents, and in humble circumstances — born in a 
narrow nook and obscure corner of the British plan- 
tations! yetlo! What great things wonder-working 
industry can bring out of this unpromising Nazareth. 
While but a youth, he manifested such a noble con- 
tempt of sloth, such a manly spirit to be alwaysleam- 
ing or doing something useful or clever, that he 
was the praise of all who knew him. And, 
though but 15, so high were the hopes entertained 
of him, he was appointed a surveyor ! arduous task ! 
But his industry was a full match for it. Such was 
the alertntss with which he carried on his surveys ; 
such the neatness and accuracy of his plats and drafts, 
that he met with universal applause. Full-fed and 
flushed with so much fare of praise, a fare of all 
* others the most toothsome and wholesome to generous 
minds, our young eagle began to flap his wings of 
honest ambition, and to pant for nobler darings. A 
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tkir occasion was soon offered — a dangerous expt* 
dition through the Indian wilds, asalrea4y mentioned^ 
\ to the French Mamelukes on the Ohio. Nobody else 
having ambition for such an adventure, Wast^ington'ji 
oflfer was gladly accepted. And he ei;ecuted that hs^ 
xardous and important trust with such diligence and 
propriety, that he received the thanks of the gover- 
nor, and council. Honours came down on him now 
in showers. He was appointed major and adjutant- 
general of the Virginia forces ; then a colonel'j 
, afterwards a member of the house of burgesses _; 
next, generalissimo of the armies of the United 
States; and, finally, chief magistrate of the I nion. 
All these floods of prosperity and honour, which in 
thousands would have but served to bloat with luster 
pride, with him served but the more to rouse his {in- 
dustry, and to enlarge his usefulness ; for such wais 
his economy of time, and so admirable his method 
and regularity of business, that he always kept a-head 
of it.* No letters of consequence were unanswered^ 
No reasonable expectations were disappointed. No 
taecessary information was ever neglected. Neither 
the congress, nor the governors of the several states^ 
nor the officers of his army, nor the British generals, 
nor even the overseers and stewards on his farma^ 
were uninformed what he expected from them. Nobody ' 
concerned with him was idle or fretted for want of 
knowing what to do. 

♦ He was taken ill on Friday. An intimate friend 
asked him if he wished to have any thing done on tht 
arrangement of his temporal affairs. He shook his 
head, and replied, '* No, I thank you ; for my boo)E8 

V •* are all posted to Tuesday !^ That industry and me- 
thod must be truly astonishing, which in the manage* 
ment of possessions sp vast and complicated as hi% 

^ kept every thing so harmoniously adjusted, as to be 
ready, at a moment's warning, to leave the world .f0r 
%jer without a wish to alter a tittle. 
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O ADMIRABLE MAN ! O great preceptor to .h» 
country ! no wonder every body honoured him who* 
honoured erery body ; for the poorest beggar that 
wrote tp him on business, wa^ sure to receive a 
speedy and decisive answer. No wonder fevery body 
loved him, who, by his unwearied attention to the 

Eublic good, manifested the tenderest love for everj 
ody. No wonder that his country delighted to honour 
him, who shewed such a sense of her honours that he 
would not allow even a leaf of them to wither ; but 
so watered them all with the refreshing*, streams of 
industry, that they continued to bloom with ever-i»- 
creasing glory on his head. 

Since the day that God created man pnthe eartb, 
none ever displayed the power of industry iliore sig- 
nally than did George Washington. Had he, as 
prince of Wales, or as dauphin of France, rendered 
such great services, or attained such immortal ho- 
nours, it would not have seemed so marvellous in our 
eyes. But that a poor young man with neither king, 
lords, nor commons to back him — with no princes, 
Bor strumpets of princes, to curry favour for him— 
with no gold but his virtue, no silver but his industry, 
should, with this old-fashioned coin, have stolen 
away the hearts of all the American Israel, and from \ 
a sheep*cot have ascended the throne of his country^s 
affections, and acquired a name above the inighqr 
ones of the earth ! this is marvellous indeed ! ft 
is surely the noblest panegyric ever yet paid to 
that great virtue, industry, which has " length of 
days in her right hand; and in her left hand riches 
and honours." 

Young Reader ! go thy way ; think of Washing* 
• ion ; and hope. Though humble thy birth, low thy 
fortune, and few thy friends, still think of Wasbtng- 
Ibn; and hope. Like him, honour thy God; and de- 
light in glorious toil. Then, like him, " thou sbal| 
^ stand before kings. Thou $halt not stand bftfont ^ 
^ common men*'' 



LIFE OF WASHINGTON Utr 

CHAPTER XVL 
WASHINGTOiTS CHARACTER CONTIMJMD. 

HIS PATRIOTISM. 

** eternal King of men and angeh^ elevate our 
minds / each low and partial passion thence dispel I 

. till this great truth in every heart be known^ thai 
none but those v^o aid 4he public cause^ can shield 
their country or themselves from chains.'*'* 

Leonidas 

IN this grand republican virtue, we can with plea- 
Mire compare our Washington with the greatest 
worthies of ancient or modern times. 

The patriotism of the Roman emperor^ Alexaii- 
der, has been celebrated through all ages, because h« 
was never known to give any place throu^^wwr or 
friendship; but employed those only whom he believ- 
ed to be best qualified to serve his country. In our 
Washington we meet this great and honest emperor 
' again. For, in choosing men to serve his country, 
Washington knew no recommendation but merit*— 
Itad tto favourite but worth. No relations, howevei 
^ar— no friends, however dear— stood any chante 
for places under him, provided he ineu^ men betivr 
fmalified* Respecting such men, he never troubled 
ftimself to enquire, whether they were foreigners or 
natives, federalists or democrats. Some oC the 
joung officers of his native state, on hearing that 
•olonelWashington was made commander in chiei, 
were prodigiously pleased, e^^pecting to be made 
icld officers immediately. But in this they were sa 
wttcrlj mistaken, that some of ihem have foolishly 
t(»d^ *< it was a misfortune to be a ftrgintan.^^ la 
deed, his great seul was so truly republican^ lh«u 
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luring the whole of his administration, he wasneTei 
known to advance an individual ot his own nants 
and family; 

The British, with gpod reason, admire and extol 
admiral Blake as one of the bravest and best of paF- 
triots ; because, though he disliked Oliver Cromwell, 
yet he fought gallantly under him ; and, with his dy- 
ing breath, exhorted his men, V to love their conn" 
try as a common mother; andy no matter what handk 
the government might faiiinfOj t0 fight for her libs 
good children*** 

Or the same noble spirit was Washington. Often 
was he called to obey men greatly his inferiors^ and 
-to execute orders which he entirely disapproved. 
But he was never known to falter* Sensible of the 
'•nfinite importance of union and order to the good of 
his country, he ever yielded a prompt obedience to 
her delegated will. And, not content with setting ua^ 
through life, so fair an example^ he lea\'es us at his 
death, this blessed advice : <* Your government 
claims your utmost confidence and support* Re* 
aPECT for its authority, compliance with its laws, 
acquiescence in its measures^ are duties enjoined. by 
tYktfundamental'Jnaximsof TKVE liberty. The basis 
of our political system is the right of the people to 
make and alter their constitutions of government. 
But the constitution, which at any time exists, until 
changed bv an explicit and authentic act of the whol« 
people, is sacredly obligatory upon all." 

History has lavished its choicest praises on those 
magnanimous patriots, who, in their wars for liberty 
atid their country, have cheerfully sacrificed their 
own wealth to defeat the common enemy. 

EquAL to this was the spirit of Washington. Po», 
during the war, while he was with the army to the 
north, a British frigate came up the Potomac, to 
Mount Vernon j and threatened to lay the place in 
ashes, if provisions were not instantly sent on board. 
To save that venerable mansion, the manager sent 
aboard th^ requisite supplies. On hearing the mat- 
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ter, Washington wrote his manager the following 
letter: 

" SiR^It gives me extreme concern to hear that 
** you furnished the enemy with refreshments. It 
•* would have been a less painful circumstance to me, 
** to have heard, that^ in consequence of your non- 
•* compliance with their request, they had laid my 
** plantation in ruins. George Washington.** 

BuTy among all his splendid acts of patriotism, 
there is none which, with so little noise^ may do us 
more good^ than his " Legacy, or Farewell to the 
People of the United States.'' In this admirabk 
bequest. like a true ^teacher sent from God, he 
dwells chiefly on our union and brotherly love. This, 
^'t first birth of true religiouy appears to him as the 
one thing needfuly the spring of political life, and 
bond of pttrfection. 

On this topic he employs all the energies of his 
mind ; and, in words worthy to be written in gold, 
emphatically beseeches his countrymen to guard 
with holiest care " the unity of the gqpernment^'* as 
the **• main pillar and palladium oj their liberty^ their 
independence^ and every thing most dear to them on 
earthy 

Little did that illustrious patriot ^suspect, that, 
in so short a time after his dearth, the ^wful idea of 
disunion should have become familiar to the public 
eye ! — so familiar as to have worn off half its hof- 
rors from the minds of many of our diduded citi- 
zens ! Disunion ! Merciful God ! what good man 
can think of it but as of treason^ and as a very Pan- 
dora's box, replete with every curse that can give up 
our dear country to desolation and havoc ! 

This disorganizing scheme has been three times 
brought forward, by what Washington terms " ctt»- 
fling^ ambitious^ and unprincipled men^^ msikiti^ use 
of a thousand arts to shut the eyes of the citizens o« 
that yawning gulph to which they were so wickedly 
misleading them. And each time, Lucifer-fike, these 
ministers of darkness have clothed themselves over 
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m " angels ofVtghf^ with the captivating plea of pub' 
He good.-^^^ The diaadvantdgea of ihe union / thedi^ 
Mfontages of the unions is their constant cry. 
$ow admitting it to be true, that this so much^a^c^ 
union has its disadvantages, (and where is there any 
kuman institution, even the noblest, that is free from 
Aem ?) yet is it not the parent of blessings so many 
^dgreaty that no good man, as Washington says, ^ 
•* can think of them without gratitude and rejoicing?^ 
and is it not equally true, that these disadvantages of 
the union would not, in fifty years, equal the ruinous 
flOnsequences of a iRsunion^ in probably half a yeaik 

At present,* the plea for this most horrible me»- 
sare, is the mischievous effects of the ^miar^o— 
Well, grant that it is mischievous, highly mischiev- 
aos and painful, for such we all fcef it, yet how iiw 
cxpressibly absurd it must be, to put the loss of trade, 
for a year or two, in competition with the peace and 
happiness, the independence and sovereignty of our 
country ? Would not this be an act a thousand times 
more mad and wicked than that of the wretched E» 
«iu, who, to remove the cravings of a momentary 
^petite, $old his birth-right for a mess of pot* 
t^e! 

At this day, through the great mercies of God^ 
we have cause to consider ourselves the happiest na- 
tion on earth. — List ! oh list ! 

For many years past the greater part of Chnsten- 
dom has been involved in all the horrors of the most 
bloody and destructive wars. Their kings and queens 
have been rudely hurled from their thrones : and 
the " honourable men and the princes ^^ verifying the 
mournful language of ancient prophecy, have been 
seen embracing the dung-hill, or flying from their dis- 
tracted countries ; while the mass of the people, ut^ 
able to fly, have been crushed to the earth with tythes 
and taxes — with impressments and conscriptiom 
-—with forced loans and arbitrary requisition9--r- 
with martial law, administered by military jud^^, 
•This was writtea Anno Domini 1809 
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with the bayonet at the breasts of the citizens ! On . 
the other hand, during all these horrid convulions . 
and miseries of other nations, we, thoughtless, thank-, 
less WE, have enjoyed all the blessings of peace, plen- 
ty, and secui?ity. Our persons have been free rom 
the violence of impressments and conscriptions ; and 
our lives and property perfectly safe under the n ghth 
ly staves of a few old watchmen ! while other nations 
have been over-run with devouring armies, and 
doomed to see their houses in flames, and the gar- 
ments of their children rolled in blood, we, like fa*. 
Toured Israel, have been sitting under our vine and 
fig-tree, none daring to make us afraid, behave beea 
advancing in riches and strength, with a rapidity 
unequalled in the history of man* We have been 
progressing in arts, manufactures, and commerce t» 
an extent and success that has astonished the most 
enlightened Europeans : and» even at this momenl^ 
while suffering under the privations of the embargo, 
we are feasted with every necessary^ and enjoying 
many of the elegancies of life* 

And yet, with so many substantial blessings in our 
hands, with so mvLchJieaven-aent manna in our mouths^ 
like ungrate/id Israel^ we are mourning for laqk of 
European luxuries (as they did for the Egyptian 
flesh-pots,) luxuries Which we once enjoyed, but are 
now lAost unjustly deprived of by our brethren, the 
nations of Europe, who are stronger than we. And 
as \f that were not a sufficient ^i/-^as if it were not 
grievous enough to suffer such a hindrance in trad«, 
agriculture, apd business of all kinds— we are now 
tlu^at^ned with on^, in comparison of which our pre- 
sent privations are insignificant— gone which of aM 
others, Washington most dreaded, and was most 
startled at, I mean a separation of the states, 
and consequently* civil war. 

This dreadful consequence is as obvious as it is 
dreadful. Yes, it is most obvious, that the sicpani- 
lionof the Istates can never take place without ctvfl 
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ynar. For if the states, disposed to separate, were 
wnanimous in the attempt, the general government 
•ould not look idly on their apostacy, but must resist 
k ! and to that end must caU out the force of the 

S St of the union to crush it. And here, merciful 
od ! what scenes are rising before the eyes of hor- 
ror-struck imagination? A whole nation suddenly^ 
filed with. terror ; ^^ men's hearts failing them for 
fear, and tor looking to those things that are coming 
on the land"-— the drums and instruments of war be- 
ginning to sound— •the warriors' guns and swords 
preparing ; not for cheerful defence of liberty and 
country, which would make war glorious ; but for 
die gloomy and infernal work of civil discord. Sis- , 
ters, mute with grief, and looking through swelling 
tears, on their brothers, as they gird on the hated 
aiwords — ^wives, shaking with strong fits, and, witk 
dieir little hildren, filling their houses with lamen- 
tations for husbands and fathers tearing themselves 
away for the dismal war, whence they are to return 
so more ! while aged parents, at parting with their 
sons, express the deep grief oniy in groans ; ok, 
wringing their withered hands, with tearful eyes to 
heaven, implore a speedy grave to put their griefs 
to rest* 

But all this is but the beginning of sorrows.. For 
who can paint the scenes which ensue when the two 
armies meet? when they meet, not in the liberal spi- 
rit o{ stranger troops^ who, fighting merely for hon- 
our and pay, are ready, in the first moment of vig- 
lory, to sheath their swords, and treat the vanquish- 
eA with humanity and politeness ; but in all the bi%- 
temess and exterminating spirit of a family quarrel, 
where men, after numberless acts of ihe blackest 
dander and of rancorous hate, having done every 
thing to destroy each other's souls^ are now c6m« 
logethei* to destroy each other's bodies. Hence, the 
moment the ill-fiated parties meet, dieir fierce r«- 
-»»ngcful passions take fire : scarce can they wait the 
mpet's dreadful sigBal.^^ Then, rushing on each 
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cyther, more like demons than men, they thrust and 
stab, and shout and yell, in the horrid work of mn- 
tual slaughter. 

And when one of the wretched parties, nearly 
consumed by the sword, and unable to resist any 
longer, cry for quarters, they cry in vain. 

The furious conquerors feel not the touch of pity; 
but, regardless of uplifted hands and prayers, con- 
tinue their true! blows till all is hushed in death. 

This is the horrid fate of all civil wars. The 
streets of ancient Rome ; the fields of Culloden ; the 
plains of modern France ; and even the piney woods 
af Georgia and South Carolina, strewed with man- 
gled carcases, all give awful proof, that when breth- 
ren turn their swc-:.^ ..,to each other^s bowels, 
war degener9*::» 'nio r/ - ..-r, and battles into butcb- 
ieries. . 

Nor cul. -ven the grave set limits to their rage j 
but, like lions, turning from the mangled dead, they 
fly for new game to the living. All those, who by 
their wealth had most injured, or by their writings 
had most inflamed them, are sure to be the victinris 
of their vengeance. Such persons— as was the ca»« 
in the last war, between the whigs and tories in tht 
southern states — ^have been dragged out of their hou- 
ses, and, amidst the screams of their wives and chil- 
dren, have been hung up on the trees, or cut to pieces 
with swords with the most.savage joy ; while their 
furniture ha^ been plundered, their houses burnt, 
their cattle and slaves carried off, and their widows 
and children driven out, crying, and without bread, 
into the barren woods. . 

Nor does this tragedy (bf a free government mad- 
ly divided and destroying itself) terminate here.; 
Even this, as Solomon says, is but their *' way to heH 
and their going down by the chambers ofdeath^ (polk-- 
fical slaveryJj For wheur nations thus wickedly 
s^use their liberty, God will take it away. Whea' 
chey will not live in peace, out of virtuous ^xlioi^, 
Ihey shall be compelled hybruteth force* • ' ' 
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And since they would not let God reign over tbem 
with a golden sceptre of reason «nd equal iaws, fat 
will set a master over then) with a scourge of scor- 
pions and an iron rod : some proud tyrant, who, look* 
mg on our country but as his estate, and ourselves as 
his cattle, shall waste our wealth on the pomps of his 
court, or the salaries of his officers ; destroy our sons 
in his ambitious wars ; and beggar us with exactions, 
as long as his ministers can invent taxes,- or we, by 
hard labour, can raise money to pay them. 

" Then*^ in the words of Washington, ^* what a 
triumph for the advocates of despotism, to find that we 
are incapable of governing ourselves; and that sys- 
tems founded on equal liberty are ideal and falia- 
cious /*' Theui how will the proud sons of depotism 
shake themselves with laughter on their thrones ; 
and heir itself, responsive to their joy, clank her con- 
gratulating chains, that heaven is defeated, and the 
misery of man is sealed. 

But, Oye favoured countrymen of Washington ! 
your republic is not yet lost ; there is still hope* 
The arm that wrought your political salvation^ is 
still stretched out to save ; then hear his voice and 
live ! Hear the voice of the Divine Founder of your 
republic : " Little children, love one another." Hear 
his voice from the lips of his servant Washing<» 
ton : <^ Above all things hold dear your nation ai. 
'UNION. Accustom yourselves to estimate its im- 
mense^ its infinite value to your individual and na- 
tional happiness. Look on it as the palladium of 
your tranquillity at home ; of your peace abroad ; 
of your safety ; of your prosperity ; and even ot 
that very liberty which you so highly prize !" To 
thb you are bound t)y every tie of gratitude and 
*love to God or man. 1st. As to God, no people 
more than you can be bound to adore that invisible 
htsnA, which rules the affairs of men. 'Twas h« 
who iought your battles^ and against such fearful 
^ds estddishedyour independence ; and afterward* 
disposed your hearts for the reception of a generd 
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9$pA equal government. And for what did God 
perform all these miracles for you, but that he migltk 
glorify himself in your protection and happiness ? 
And will you not now rise up with joy to co-operaoi 
with God in the glorious work of beautiiPying, with 
ttkfi fruits of righteousness, this goodly land, which 
he has so honoured, that he may place his own great 
name therein ? 

And remember, moreover, my countrymen, that 
you are now the favoured actors on a most conspW 
cuous theatre : a theatre which seems .peculiarly 
designated of Heaven for the display of humaft 
greatness and felicity. Far from the furious pa^ 
sions and politics of Europe, you are placed heni 
by yourselves, the sole proprietors of a vast region, 
embracing all the soils and climates of the earth, and 
abounding with all the conveniences of life. And 
Heaven has crowned all its blessings by giving you 
a freer government and a fairer opportunity for polk- 
lical happiness than any other nation was ever fa- 
voured with. In this view, citizens of the United 
States, you arc certainly responsible for the highest 
trust ever confided to any people. The eyes of long 
oppressed humanity are now looking up to you as to 
her last hope ; the whole world are anxious spect»* 
tors of your trial ; and with your behaviour at this 
cxisis, not only your own, but the destiny of unborn 
millions is involved. If, now, you make a wise ua« 
of the all-important opportunity — if your free con^ 
stitution should be sacredly maintained-— if honouM, 
if patriotism, if union, and brotherly love should 
prevail, with all the good qualities ^hich ennobk 
the character of nations-— then the victory will l>t 
aure : your triumph will be complete : and the prea^ 
sure of the present difficulties, instead of weakening 
will give a firmer tone to the federal government, 
that shall probably immortalize the blessings of LI- 
BERTY to our children and children's children* . 
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Then rouse! my generous countrymen, rouse! 
«tKl, filled with the awfulness o^ur situation, wUh 
the glorious spirit of '76, rally around the sacred 
•tandard of. your country. As good children give 
. her all your support. Rtsp€Ct her authority !— 
itmiply with her laws ! acquiesce in her measures ! 
— Thus cemented by love, she shall become like 
the precious wedge of Ophir that defies the fur^ 
nace ; and coming forth from the fiery trial bright- 
er than ever, she shall shed on the cause of free- 
dom, a dignity and lustre which it never enjoyed 
before ; a lustre which cannot fail to have a favou- 
rable influence on the rights of man. Other na- 
tions, finding from your example, that men are ca- 
pable of governing, themselves, will aspire to the 
lame honour and felicity. Great and successful 
struggles will be made for liberty. Free govern- 
ments (the pure mothers of nations) will at length 
be established. Honouring all their virtuous chil- 
dren alike, jealousies and hatreds will cease, and 
cordial love prevail, inviting the industry of all, 
the blessing of plenty will be spread abroad, and 
shameless thefts be done away. And wisdom and 
worth (as in the choice of a free people) being cal- 
led to high placeSy errors will be rare. Vices, asham- 
ed, shall hide their odious heads ; cruelties seemab- 
horrenty and wars unknown. Thus, step by step 
progressing in virtue, the world will ripen for glory, 
till the great hour of her dissolution' being come, 
the ready archangel shall lift his trumpet, and sound, 
her knell. The last refining flames shall then kin- 
41e on this tear-bathed^ biood-stained globe^ while 
from its ashes a new earth shall spring, far happier 
than the first. There, freed from all their imper- 
fections, the sfpirits of good men (the only ttMtpatri^ 
o$sJ shall dwell together, and spend their ever 
brightening days in loves and jovs eternal* 

May the Great Founder of your holy repub- 
lic keep you all under his divine protection; itk- 
dine j^ur hearu to cultivate a spirit of cheerfi4 
auboroination to government ; to entertain a brg** 
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tfierly affecpon and love for one another ; and fina^ 
Ijr dispose you all tQ do justice ; to love mercy ; and 
to demean yourselves with that charity, humilitji^ 
amd pacific temper oT mind, which were the chara^ 
teristics of the divine author of our blessed reli- 
gion ; without an humble imitation of whose exao^ 
pie, in these things, we can never nope to be a 



CONCLUSION. 

WASHINGTON'S WILL. 

Few great men are great in every thing. But in - 
the last testament of this extraordinary American, 
we see some things altogether characteristic. 

When Benedict Arnold came to die, he 8aid»<- 

^ bequeath my soul to God.''* 

When Henry Laurens, president of the first con- 
gress, came to die, he said, " Myfiesh is too gooa 
for worms : I give it to the flames /' which was dont • 

But Washington makes no preamble about his 

soul or body. As to his soul, having made it hit 

• great business to re-instamp on it the image of God, 

he doubted not but it would be remembered, when 

Christ should come " to make up his jewels '' 

And as to his body, that admirable pi<tce of divinft 
mechanism, so long the honoured servant of duty lo 
his God and his coutitry, he trusted, that, though 
•* sown in dishonour^ it would. one day be raised in 
glory j" so leaving it to rest in hope, he proceeds to 
the following distribution of his worldly goods : 

1st. Though an old husband of 68, yet, with the 
gallantry and warm affection of a young groom, he 
gives the whole of his estate (530,000 dollars) to his 
beloved wife Marsha ! during her life. 

2d Like a pure republican, he orders all his stavM 
to beliberated, at certain ages, on his wife's death-— 
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fomenting/ that from obstacles insurmountablcy he 
•ould not have done it earlier. 

3d. H£ confirms his former donations, viz* 400l> 
dollars to a charity school, in the town oFAIexandria ; 
10,000 dollars to Liberty-Hall Academy,Rockbridg« 
county, Virginia ; and 20,000 dollars to a national 
miruersity^ to be founded in Washington ; with thW 
remark : ^* It has always been a source of serieus ro* 
gret with me, to see the youth of these United States 
tent to foreign countries for education, often before 
tfieir minds were formed, or they had imbibed just 
ideas of the happiness of their own; contracting toa 
frequently, not only habits of dissipation ynd extra* 
vagance, but principles unfriendlif to republican go- 
vtrnment^ and to the true and genuine liberties of 
iuankind* 

" For these reasons, it has been my ardent wish 
to s^e a. university in a central part of the union^ to 
which the youth of fortune and talents, from all parls 
fliereof, may be sent for the compUrtion of their ediw 
cation in aU the branches of polite and useful leartk- 
ing, and especially of politics and good goverik 
MENT ; and also that, by associating with each other, 
and forming friendships in early life, they may bt 
enabled to free themselves from those local prejudicem 
and state jealousies^ which are never-failing source* 
of disquietude to the public mind, and pregnant 
with mischievous consequences to this country.*' 

4th» Having no children, fee bcq4aeaths the who)a 
. f his estate, a few legacies excepted, to the chiU 
dren, 23 in number, of his brothers and sister; and, 
like a generous and affectionate relative, he gave to 
die children of his A^J/brother, A ugus tin, equally as 
to those of his own brothers. And, *tiu a mott 

E leasing fact, he gaye to his wife's grand-childreti in 
ke liberal measure with his own nieces and Aephewa ! 
d>e part given to each has been computed at 20^000 
dollars. 
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